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Introduction

A fascinating building existed at the North corner of Oak and Main Streets from 1863 to 1936. It
extended from Oak Street to Coly’s Hotel. The building went through two owners in that time.
From 1865 to 1918, it was owned by Dr. Sidney R. Burnap, and was known as the “Burnap
Block”. From 1918 to 1938, it was owned by Charles Colli, and was known as the “Central Hall
Block”. Below is a photo of that three-story brick building which had four storefronts on Main
Street. The arrow points to the Burnap Block, which is brick building with the chimneys on top.
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Burnap’s Block is red br/ck bu:Idlng with chimneys
to the left of Coly’s Hotel, about 1920

What made that building so fascinating? The answer is that it was a center of Windsor Locks
social life, sporting events, and business. It housed a large room whose floor was built over
steel springs, which were installed to enhance the experience of dancing and of playing sports,
such as basketball. It was known as one of the best dance halls in the area. That same room
was also used for operas, movies, theatrical shows, musicals, large meetings, basketball games
and boxing matches. When this building was the Burnap Block, this room was called “The
Burnap Opera House”. When the building changed hands, that room became known as
“Central Hall”.



This building contained many small businesses such as Garbarino’s Market, Outerson’s mens
furnishings shop, Carroll’s millenary shop, a Polish rooming house, and large businesses such
as the telephone and telegraph companies, and the Windsor Locks Journal.

This paper presents the history of this building throughout its life as the Burnap Block and later
as the Central Hall Block. This history is presented by means of 38 newspaper articles. The
narrative of this paper presents the history of the building as described in the 38 articles. The
38 articles which are included. The reason for including them is that reading the descriptions of
what was happening as written when it was happening, is far more interesting than reading a
recent summary of the articles. The articles are short and easy to read. A second reason for
including the actual articles is that Windsor Locks High School and Middle School students who
are doing Windsor Locks history projects can have full and easy access to these “primary
sources” without having to look them up themselves. While these articles are available on the
internet, they are only accessible through the GenealogyBank.com website which requires a
paid subscription.

Here is a brief history of this building:

- Built in 1863 by Fred Abbe.

- Bought in about 1865 by Dr. Sidney R. Burnap of Windsor Locks, and known during his
ownership as the Burnap Block.

- Bought by Charles Colli in 1918 and known as the Central Hall Block during his ownership.

- Bought by Graziano Graziani in 1938, and torn down to make a one story building which
housed the A&P.

- The A&P shut down in the late 1960s, when the Windsor Locks government forcibly bought all
of the shops on Main St for it’s “re-development” program. Under that program, the building
was demolished in the 1970s.

This paper is organized as follows:

- Section 1 - the Burnap Block

- Section 2 - Central Hall Block

- Section 3 - A&P building

- Section 4 - Conclusions

- Appendix A - a 1938 newspaper article which gives a brief history of the building
- Appendix B - Dr. Stanley Burnap

- Appendix C - Mr. Charles Colli

Section 1 - The Burnap Block (1865 - 1918)

This section covers the period after Dr. Burnap bought the building from Fred Abbe in
about 1865, to when his estate sold the building to Charles Colli in 1918. Let’s look at
what clippings from three Springfield newspapers (the Republican, the Union, and the
Daily News) say about the Burnap Block during that time.

An April 30,1955 article, which describes the history of the Windsor Locks Journal is at
Appendix A. It says that the Windsor Locks Journal moved to the second floor of the
Burnap Building in 1886. In 1896, the Journal was sold to a new owner, and the printing


http://genealogybank.com

.

operation was moved from the Burnap Building to the George P. Clark Co building on
the banks of the canal.

The first newspaper references to the Burnap Building were in 1870. The first was an
advertisement by T.F.Carroll’s Millinery store, for a “first class Milliner”.

W A first class Milliner. One who

“'l‘o ngto:‘mtkltot ‘:&:::a of her em-
plover. such a liberal salary ven Or an
ou:cralinun bndnun. A.uo onelbt“

Stére in Rockrville. Apnly. with referer
&cmom psBloek.

Springfield Republican, March 3, 1870

On June 18, 1870, Mr. Carroll ran an ad saying he wanted to buy a second-hand,
medium size, fireproof safe.

‘ YANTED—A sccond hand. medium  size, =_
tlrﬁ-proofséxl;_}.. Cﬁ?‘d&g&‘ﬂatin $ Bm{e i

loek
|\\!ind.~'or ocks,|Conn. lsbd I

Springfield Republican, June 18, 1870

In 1873, the Windsor Locks news section of the newspaper included the following
statement that the “Merry-ten social club” would hold a ball at Burnap’s Block.

erry-ten  social clab” give a ball at
Bumap s|hall oo ¥riday evening.

Cooke bas opened a dry goods and
grocery store in Percy’ s ain street block.

Springfield Republican,Oct.22,1873

On June 3, 1875, Mr. Thomas Carrol placed an ad for three more first class milliners.

ANTED—Immediately, three ﬁrst-chsa
Mitliners, to whom libenl sala
THOS. F. CARROLL, [Enmp s| giock.
[LT(:F, Ct.

Springfield Republican, June 3, 1875




On Dec 4, 1876, a single line in the Windsor Locks news section says that Mr. W. A.
Dwight is remodeling Dr. Burnap’s old office to turn it into a jewelry store.

~ W. A. Dwight iS remodeling Dr [Burnap’sold
office on Main street for a jewelry s
Springfield Republlcan Dec 4, 1876

The next mention of the Burnap’s Block was on Oct. 24, 1885, where there was a short
news article saying a meeting of the Democrats had occurred in Burnap’s Hall.

Windsor Lecks,
THE DEMOCRATIC SENATORIAL CONYENTION.

The .d senatorial district demoerats met o
Buﬂnp’cmat Windsor Locks vesterday

Woruiug, T. Inslee of East Wig
chalrman and H C. Douglass of W lndaor'lncka
secretary. H. S, Woodward of Entield,

Woodward ust Windsorund I. F. McCarthy
Wiwsoffock. :

ere chou-n A committee on

ereder folution nformal ballot
KAVe Jlmu l’ Coogan ox!ch'ﬂotu.
J. P. Gray of Eotield 3, . Banecroft
Windsor 5, aud lbomam. Loumis of
4 Mr (.oogan was elected on the
sllot. The convention chose T. W,

Spnngﬂeld Republ:can Oct 24, 1885

On May 27, 1887, the women of St. Paul’s church will hold a strawberry and ice cream
festival and fair in the Burnap Hall.

“'l‘be;:omon of 5t l‘wl"s umgl 'ul‘l‘l‘ Bt:'l:n :

strawberr sa-aream festiv r |
lSiuBurn{sp hall.| The proceeds. will be used . .
for tho women's Innd of tho church. .

Springfield Republican May 27, 1887



On Nov.24, 1888, a high society Ball was held at Burnap’s Hall which had the most
important people from Windsor Locks including E. R. Bailey, J.R. Montgomery and
Alfred Woods Converse. This was “high society” in Windsor Locks.

o . _ The
ball in Burnap’s thall last evening wais a
scciety event that drew out the **bon ton’ of
tie Locks. There were many invited guests
from Hartford and otlber towns wihile Repre-
sentative MeCarthy did the prowjyting {rom

a foll-dress suit. -~ Among those pressnt were
B. Billey, “J« R Monigomery, Ueorge M.
Motitgomery, A. ~“W. -Conwerse ‘and. 'ladies.
There !.were "33." - couples” in ~-all“on. the
floory
"~ Springfield Republican, Nov.25,1888

On January 1, 1898, the New England telephone and telegraph company moved its
office from the Pease Block (Allen Pease’s store) to the Burnap Block The Pease block
was on the South corner of Oak and Main Streets, while the Burnap Block was on the
North corner.

"The New England telephone and tele
graph ¢« v is moving its office from
‘oaue ohthe‘ southeast l:nnim in f‘b‘:
g the increasin usiness

I room thau wfs available in
the old quarters, o SRRETINS

Springfield Reupblican, Jan.1, 1898

Bur




On January 14, 1904, an article was published saying the Burnap Opera House is in

need of more exits in case of an emergency.
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On July 10, 1904, James D. Outerson, who was the town clerk, the town treasurer and
registrar, as well as a businessman, is moving out of the Burnap Block to a store on
Main St.

james D. Outerson is taking 0
remove his business from the
to the large store recentlg v 2 s
J. King on Main street, where he will have
much more room for his largely increasing
stock of goods. Mr Outerson, who holds
the positions of town clerk, town treas-
urer and registrar, will transfer the rec-
ords and other ks of the town, together
with the safe dnd vaults, from the pres-
ent location to new store, where he ynll
attend to the duties of his several offices

expects to make the transfer the latter
part of next week, and will have the new
store fully equipped for business the Ist
o(‘éun'gt.

et es Tl 2o % nbbandanca Phie

Springfield Republican, July 10, 1904

The previous article did not say what type of business that Mr. Outerson was in, and it
did not say where he was moving. However, in the next article, both of those omissions
are corrected. He is moving to a store on the corner of Main and Church Streets, and
his business is men’s furnishings.

The Egner Brothers have decided to refurbish the former quarters of Mr. Outerson, and
turn them into a lunch room, as can be seen in the 1905 article.

- -

fvh&'l. : have leased the store
'z‘u }l)w formerly occupied by

are fitting it up as 2
lnnch-room. The rear will be given up to
a 'xit}omper of pool-tables.

Springfield Republican, June 25,1905



Mr Martin F. Dumschot, a tailor who had opened a shop in the Burnap Block six months
earlier, has been missing for six weeks.

There is considerable mterest felt in the
case of Martin F. Dumschot, who mys-
terionsly disappeared  from here . about
six weeks, ago. - He came here
and gpened a tailor-shop in the |Burnap
hlock,| where he conducted his
until the time of his disappearance. For
some time no particnlar potice was taken
of his absence, as it wax thought’ that
he had zone to visit relatives in other
parts of the state. As the time went by
and no news of the man came to his
friends here, they became alarmed and
started inguiriex. which have so far been
fruitless, His relatives were communicat-
ed with, but none of tbem knew anything
‘of his whereabouts. He has a sister at
South Windsor and brothers at Waterbury
and Naugatuck., wha fear that he has met
with some misfortune. .

Springfield Republican, Apr. 8,1906

The next article is interesting because of how the newspaper wrote about African
Americans in the early 1900s. The May 4, 1911 article is about a dance contest.

ocks,| Conn,, May 4,~Great
rivalry exisis In this town among the
colored exponents of the terpsichorcan
art. Last Saturday ecvening, Georgo
Jackson, better known as “Shine,” gave
an exhibivon in Burnap’s/ Opera House,
His performance aroused much Jjcal-
ousy among the colored brethren and
he is out with a challenge to any
colored man of this viciniiy for a
“wooden shoe™ contest. le gives Al-
bert Scott the preference for a contest
10 take place next Saturday night at
pﬁmp'a hall, for a side bet as Ilargo
as Scoll wishes 1o make it. The only
requirements lald down by Jackson are
‘that the money shall he posted heforo
‘;C p. m, May 6 and that M. T, Scan-
‘nell shall referce.

Springfield Daily News
May 4,1911 8




The March 12, 1912 article is about the problem of a large amount of money being
missing from the bank. There were disagreements as to how to solve the problem.
While it doesn’t say so in the article, Dr. Burnap’s brother in law, Mr. Alfred Woods
Converse, had stolen $185,000 from the Windsor Locks savings bank. Many citizens
were going to lose their savings. The problem of how to solve the problem was difficult
and caused great controversy, as we can see in the March 12, 1912 article below.

Wisosor|[[ocks,|Ct., Saturday, Mch. 10.
A sontiment in favor of lavidg the
[Windsor| Tawcks| savings bank placed Io
{he hands of n receiver has been growing
among many depositors who are clamoring
for n xpecdy settlement of the bank mud-
dle.  ‘I'his sentiment {s being largoly f{os-
tered by members of tho committee who

were elected nt n depositors' meeting many
weeks ngo to represent the Interests of de-
positors, Posters were put up about the

town to-day calling eflng of depos-
itors to be held In Burnnpsfg house
Mondsy evening, the 25th, lan q_f_

The Springfield Republican, March 12,1912

The telephone company’s business was growing rapidly and they needed more room

for more hardware to upgrade the previous telephones which were of older technology.
The Oct. 27, 1912 article describes the situation.

| The telephiope company ha= Liad gangs
o men ot work inside cand oont pre-
}l'oarlng for the chungcs in o sysiom
rfrom the Pe!l ringing metiod o the
feommon  bottery system. The new
auarters In the [Burnap|fiock]are deing
remddeicd to mee ¢ roquiromeonts of.
Itha company. Partitions have been put
‘In and néw floors are heing lald and
ymetal cellings are to Le put on soma
‘of the new roams.  New switchbhoards
jand other applinncees of modern char-
acter wiil be nstiiled, but it will be a
couple of moniths more  before  thy
changes will & all made and the new
lsys:cm put el use.

Springfield Union, Oct 27, 1912




The following is a long article which gives the details of the expansion of the Telephone
Company’s business in Windsor Locks. They were expanding to take up almost an
entire floor of the Burnap Block on a ten year lease with an option for five more years.
For anyone interested in the nature of the Telephone Company’s expansion, this is an
excellent article. The first two sentences in the article are about the bank problem.
Someone must have forgotten to edit the article before it went to press.

Growth of Telephono DBusinoss Has
Mnde Nooossnry Lnrger Quartera
and Improved Sorvice—NMore Sub-
scribory Than in Thompsonville,

From Our Spocial Correspondont. .

Winbsor Looks, Ct, Saturday, Aug. 8.
Quiotude, cxceptional even for the sum-

mor season, relgned over Windsor Locks

last weok, unbroken except for a mani-
fostation of the bitterness which is still
rankling In muny hearts over the bank
issuc. _ The chief incident In the progress
of the town was the transfor of the tele-

 phone exchange headquarters to the Bur-
| nap The change Is made necos-

sary op nccount of the rapld growth of the

business of the Windsor Locks branch of
tho company and is notable as n sign of
tho developmont of the town as a wholo,
Ten (eors ago the number of teleghones’
justalled in the town was very small, but
to-dny nearly overy house has ono aund tho

operators nr¢ awmong the buslest people in
tll:: 'xz!qcp.' 1?J.‘hu tl?lfnl?ﬂ‘ was made Wed-

- ew msnnsnenwbabluce o dha Dauah

Springfield Republican
Aug.4,1912

iféid'&{,e

wlien rex{:ouqtntlvec of the South-
w England telophone company
mm mmn the ot;‘vnen ) tlll
aking ovor tho use o

vO TooINy on tﬁoucondﬂ rof‘ 0
bullding for 10 years with thcl privilege of
renewlug for llvo years more, It is planned
to enlargo the present room for the oper-
utors by an cxtension of the switchboard,
Lawyer Johnson's ofice has been turnod
ovor to the company and will be used as
tho oflice for Manager Q. C, Rislvg, whilo
tho room andjolning that on the Main-strect
ront is to be ;‘ood as the stock room.
ther rooms which have just been acquired
are to bo utliized as the wire chlef's
ollico, for testing apparatus and for the
ower plant and storago batteries. On
ho wholo, the chavges are sweoplug ones
und polnt to vastly incronsod faclli ol, in
comluctlm‘,tho company's business, tls
proposed by the compax?r to chavge tho
system for the exchange from the bell and
muagueto plan to the common battery, and
this chango will do away with tho aunti-
quated systemn of calling contral lu favor
of the stmpler mothod In uso in all lavgor
places. Provious to this it has been neces.
sury to ring u bell before removing tha re-
celver, but now merely taking down the
recelver wlll call the t?e'.‘ator. A aroclal
n{)paratus is to be afiixed to the old in-
struments while thoe changes ?ro belug
made, und whoun they are comploted now
lusteumentn will be Installod where thoy
uro requivel.  I'ho.comipany hopes to have
all the changes completed and the now
system in |food running order by the latter
yart of October, and is also talking of do-
"f a certuin amount of underground work,
with a cublo throu%h Spring stroet. Th
Windsor Locks exchango now has a tota

of 802 subscribers and thoe Thompsonville
exchangoe haw 2, as compared with a
total of sbout 200 In both sectlons 10
yOurs ago. R gt

10



The May 6, 1913 article, which follows, shows that the telephone company’s new
technology and the expansion worked very well.

New Telephone System Works Well.

The changes in the system in the central
telephone office have been made without
causing any hindrance in the service and
the new method of caring for the calls
is done In zood manner by the operators.
Since the ‘“eut-over” the outslde men
have been calling at the houscs or offices
of the many subscribers to remove the
haudles so that no more ringing. will be
done and later the present Instruments
will be replaced by the improved type for

the common b 'y _svatem. The central-
oftice in the [Burnap) is well adapted
to care for pmpiany '8 business now,

aAs mu re space on the second floor
iu the |block| is utilized by having all the
room& on that floor except one connecterd
for the telephone company's affnirs and
all are equipped with the most modern
appliannces for the business.

Springfield Republican, ~May 6,1913

While the following article has a headline about an assault, the more interesting
information in the article of Aug 21, 1913, was that the top floor of the Burnap Building
had a Polish boarding house in it.

Sixty Days for Assault.

John Kowolskl was arrested by Of-

ficer Gogarty this morning in Windsor
Locks for assaulting a woman boarder
?t t3° Pol‘ls:th boarding houso‘onutl‘xo
op floor o e mmu jock| In Main
street. In the "- olskl was
pushed out of a window in the rear
of the bdbullding, taking the wire screen-
ing and casing from the window with
him. - He turned a somersault in the
alr, landing on his feet. He was
brought hefore Justice Lafliin this noon
and fined $5 and costs of court and
glven 60 days In jall., He was taken
to the Hartford county jall this af-
ternoon. ; ‘

Springfield Republican, Aug 21,1913



Sewers are an absolute necessity for a growing town. The June 22, 1913 article tells
about a meeting at the Burnap Block to vote on apportionment of the cost.

THE WINDSOR| LOCKS SEWER.
Special Meeoting Wil Determine Ap-
portionment of  Uosi—Interost |[an
Loin Association—School Gradun-
tlons, : 2
From Our Speclal Correspondent.
IWiNpsoRr||l.0oks,| C't.,, Saturday, June 21,
The Inst net of the rewer and gldewalk
| ¢charter for the town will be enucted
Wedunesday evening al the special town-
meeting In [Burnup's| opera house, nnd at
which the voters will consider the accept-
‘ance of the two charters ns passed by the
General Assembly, and will vote upon
such pavts of the charters as require town
action. That the charters will puss In'tho

form they now stand scems to be unques-
tioned, A meceting of all the citlzeny of
the town wax held before the matter went
to the Leglslature, nnd at that time no
objections were raised to either of the pro-
posed charters us a whole, The only dis-

Springfield Republican, June 22,1913




The Western Union Telegraph company, which was housed at the Train Depot, is being
folded into the Telephone company. The details are covered in the July 26, 1913 article

below.

TELVGRAPII CHANGES.

Sufliclkd Business to Be Transmitted
from Windsor Locks.

SUFFIELD, Conn.. July 25—Begin-

ning Aug. 1 the local office of the West- -
ern Unlon Telegruph company at the |

depct and also that at the Windsor
1.wks depot ‘will be elosed and theso
ofices transferred to the local divi-
sin of the Southern New England Tel-

cphone company in the IIEurn:nnHB!ocEl

In Windsor Laock« ‘I"e ¢ombined bus-

pess will be conducted by George C.
IGgng, the present manager of the tele-
phone company. Along with the con-
solidating of the ofMlees here, the tele-
Krapl company will discontinue the of-
hics at Thompsonville and persunsg wish-
‘1z to xend telegrams from Thompson-
ville, Huzardville and Somersville may
coali n!?__wlndsur Locks ofMice without

Springfield Union
July 26,1913

- ———— W w -

;m},\.' oll line charge.
' UEis service Is extended only to tele-
;tahono subreribers. Agencles will be es-
tablished at O, C. Bugbee's store in
. West  Suffleld,  McMullen's store in
- Somersville and Alien's store In Haz-
rardville fer recelving messages, from
wiere they will be telephoned to the
operator at the center office In Wind-
sos Locks., The local telephone central
oillce will Le equlpped with the need-
¢l facllitles for handilng messages. An
orerator will be on duty from 8 o'clock
in the morning to 8 o'clock in the even-
Ing and after that hour messages will
bo telephoned to Hartford and from
ther: transmitted to thelr destination.
Louls Molinarl, the automoblle own-
er, who camo near figuring In an &c-
cident at Fuller's corner, wishes to cor-
rect a statement published In this morn-
ing’s paper.  Instead of driving the
trick he wasg in a light ranabout with
his two children and in turning out to

the right to avoeld an accident at the
turn he ran into the drain at Willilam
S. Fuller's house and broke a amall
connection to the steering apparatus
of the machine.

In the Jan 14, 1914 article, we see that there were two movie theaters operating in
Windsor Locks. One was the Princess Theater, which was on top of Blanche’s Bowling
Alley on Grove St. The other was the Burnap Opera House, which also showed movies.
In this article, we see that the Burnap Opera House agreed to stop showing movies, and
the Princess Theatre will continue to operate as a movie theater.

[

e s will

The two moving pleture houses that
have been operntod in competition for some
timo have been combined.
be shown only in the

and the show in the Burnf
o vill he closed. Georgo J,
Thompeonville and M. \Wein

I1{eree

DU

tlee of
r of Hart

ford wil manage the [theater,

Springfield Republican,

Jan.14, 1914
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In the Nov. 9, 1916 article, an interesting event is described. A number of drum and
bugle corps will present a series of dance programs in Burnap’s Hall.

The drum and bugle corps will glve

the 1 of A series of novelty dances
in [Burnap's/hal) Saturday night, They
will Have as guests each night threo

difterent corps from other places in
the state and provioys to the danco
my.wm glve ? stroet rqudo and
rtorward agme of them wlil give drijle
in" the hall, SO L L

Springfield Republican, Nov.9,1916

A Columbus Day ball at Burnap’s Hall, with music provided by an orchestra is described
in the Oct. 8, 1916 article.

Plans for tho celebration of Colum-
bus day have been porfocled by
Itallan socloties of the town.. The

arade, hondod by Colt's band of Hart-
ord, will maroch through the prinol-
pul stroety 'rhurmy afternoon, It
In [Burnap's| hall has been arranged
for ®ho ovonlnf. for which Grovos's
orchestra will furnish the musle., It
Is oxpected that stores will close at

m?S'pringﬁeId Republican
Oct.8,1916

Up until now, the telephone and telegraph companies had been integrating under the

Telephone company at the Burnap Block. However, the Feb. 12, 1916 article shows a
change. Now the telegraph company is moving out of the Burnap Block to the Carlisle
Block, although business between the two companies will remain as it was.

" mhe local office of the waestern
{Union telegraph company will be
moved next week from the telephone
office in the urnap to another
office by its ne Bildwell [block.
where the business will be conducted
jn conjunction with the telephone

company, 48 at present, ,

Cae Lhascabd o ON

Springfield Republican, Feb 12, 1916
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That concludes the history of the Burnap Block while it was under the ownership of Dr.
Sidney Burnap, who died in 1901. The building stayed in the estate of Dr. Burnap until it

was sold to Charles Colli in 1918.

Section 2 - Central Hall (1918 - 1938)

After 1916, no more newspaper articles could be found which referred to the Burnap
Block. From 1922 to 1934, the Springfield newspapers had 122 articles which referred

to “Central Hall”.

Central Hall was the former Burnap Block.

Those 122 articles are

highly repetitive. This section presents ten of the 122 newspaper articles to give the
reader a feel of what was going on at Central Hall. Most of the articles were about
basketball scores or the results of boxing matches. This set of ten newspaper articles
is representative of the full set of 122.

The floor of the dance hall of the Burnap Building which was built over springs
remained in use in Central Hall. That was the big room now used primarily for boxing
matches, basketball games, and meetings.

The first newspaper article "
mentioning Central Hall '
appeared on Jan. 27,1921. It
announced that the next night
there would be a basketball
game in Central Hall, followed
by a dance. Thatis an
interesting combination.

The next article (Feb,23 1922) says
that the Suffield Athletic Club
basketball team will play the
Windsor Locks “Churchills” in
Central Hall.

The Feb. 1, 1926 article says that
the Chicopee Nonotucks will play
the Windsor Locks “Advertisers”.

‘will play the

-

The Churchills of [Windsor] [Locks]

Foster FIVve of Spring-
ficld to-nizht in [Centrall m Windsor
F Dancing  wi

i

ow. The
urchills wouid like to hc.'lr from

‘teams l"!' to 130, Address John Fi
' patrick. 17 Church  street, Hm
‘[Cocks1 .

Springfield Daily News, Jan.27,1921

Tho Sufileld Athletle clul‘; bxgket-
ball team will play with the -
the Central]

chills In Thurslay
evening.

Springfield Republican
Feb.23,1922

The Nonolr of Ch\copeo will
mnv the ings Ad 8O

cntral mll

.| The Skiplown squad will-make
rip by automoblile and Mn leave
(‘hlcopcn at 6.
Springfield Republican, Feb.1, 1926
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| [Windsor %s | Ct, Jan. 34=The
‘Sp[}l?:‘iﬂﬂl gg&.—Jbllomed completely
oOrg gwerful offensive of the

| L o
' L0 Advertisers In a _fixe-
In th i i | FRINTE overliine periods at
e Jan 25, 1927 article, the Windsor Locks ST Mere’ tonight and. were BEITE:
o 26 The score at the end of the

“Advertisers” have beaten the Springfield team.

Two games were plaved. The n rulmlon game stood at 23.all, Tor-

bet 9 i P ,y second Was_ rant featured for the Ads while Ley-

I_e vleen dWé) worr}en s teams. Both the Windsor den starred for th:. M:mkl:' g\‘ 1:

ocks and Springfield teams each had a mens preliminary game the Advertistr L5'r's
; a aden

and a women’s team Y e T

A.p Springficld A. A

1 HF.P
Potter, it 2 2 GijHayden, r D11
Sneigrove, it 0 0 0 mn'tnf.l: 1123
Toreant, rf 4 31 th. ¢ B BE |
Midden, ¢ 410 den, rf 388
Lord, g 48 3‘&‘1\“"0“." 2371
Waterman, rg 2 1 6
Conroy, rg 1 0 2
14 8% " 826

Referce, Jehnson, Time, 20-minuie halves
Apd five minules overtime.

Advertiser Girls Diamoad M. Girle

NP, p. F.I.

Coll, It 1 0 2iPalazal, rg 0 00

V.Shell'ten, rf ) 0 Sl‘tf:b«. e 1 0 2

Cameron, oo coux, ¢ o N0

Rweeney, Ig 0 0 0Faple, rf 1 02

D.Shell'ton, 7g 3 0 G/Chambers, It 204

_-s-o_np e B

Springfield Republican,Jan 25,1927
The Jan. 21, 1928 article describes a AT WINDSOR w Vind
—— ," .

High School basketball game betwe \indsor|fl.ocks,[Ct., Jan. 2
Wi% Hoor Locke Hich & 9 ween sor defeated the Bloom-
gh School and w :

Bloomfield Hiah School fleld quintet here tonight in the
g : Centrallhall,]30 to 17, Karges starrved

or the Whthers whlle Lynch scored

for the Josers. In a preliminary game

the [Windsor] [Locks] Second team beat

the Bloomlicld seconds 20 to 7. The

KCOore: — .
Windsor locks Rloomfield Yiich

B, L 300 O o N

. Huntley, It 4 210 Grady, rg I

| Byrne, r( 0 1 1lLyneh, Ig 1 2 4

| Knrges, rf 11 1% ettors, ¢ 1 1 3

| McHugh, « noo t)fl\mu:lus. rf 1 1 2

Nowd, Ix 0 1 1 Tyreell, I 113

| Marfonl, r& 1 35 0

I 11 830 % 313

Springfield Republican, Jan.21,1928
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WIRDSORJLOCKS SCENE] -

Contral] Boxing club of
3 Loc S, » wWill put on its
sur snow Tueadny night at
halllwith an all-star show. The
“bout is to get under way at 8 and

The Jan. 20, 1929 article is especially
interesting for Windsor Locks residents

i first
who remember or remember hearing about Matchmaker Fitzpatrick expects to

Marconi’s Luncheonette, which was run by |jandle a large erowd.
three brothers: Louis, John and Angelo. lesé\ltlox Al ft‘;r!;?m;;sonvllzg %3 uc'l;cd&
i i i i i u 0 mee alter Kress artfor
‘ThIS a”rtlcle me_ntlons LOUIG Marconl and in the star hout of the evening. Earnle
Andy” Marconi. The latter must have vance, m Tocks| boy, meets
been an error. Possibly they meant 'I‘-‘r‘ank = d’cop';g Ina mud‘go
“ s : ght at poun ere are aiso
Angie," which wquld have referred to several Springfield boys on the card,
Angelo, but there is no way to know. among them tho O'Brien bDrothers.
Bllly meets Andy Marconl of Windsor
Locks| whiloe Wally mixes 1p w!th
mmy Martin, also of [\Vindsor]
Frankio Columbo of [\Windsor
who put up such a good showing w
Merino Pagnonl'ls to meet Tommy
Flanagan of Springfeld at 140 pounds.
Other bouts find Jimmy Quaglaroll of
ocks| meeting My Krack
0 s city, Jimmy DiSantl of Spring-
fleld meeting Dominim Lonnottl of
Wondsor '_‘I'E!E and Joe Mandeli of
this ¢ty n Louic Aarcon! of
Vindsor .oc (8,

Springfield Republican, Jan.20,1929

The Jan. 23, 1929 article refers to the Pltl&k Wins Main Bout
results of the boxing matches which were - -
announced in the previous article. Louie “?’2_ l::lscot.r J.:czoigfa:‘;!
Marconi beat his opponent, Joe Mandell, of B won & three-round
Springdfield, but “Andy” Marconi was doehlon ov;,r Emle'\:lnnc‘:e otf. Wlm‘l-
i 'Bri inafi sor ere tonight In the maln
defeated by Billy O’Brien of Springfield. _bout%]o ey o oy g i
Centra under tho New

club., Over 500 fans turn
out for this third card. In the semli-
final Sailor Al of Thompsonville won
on & foul from Whalter Kress of Hart-
ford in the third round,
- Billy O'Brien of Springfield won the 1
declslon over Andy Marconi of
dsor Frankle Columbo of |
ndsor knocked out Tommy
Flannagan of Sprigficld in the first
"rouna, Loule Marconi of
detea.ted Joe Mandell of Spring- |
: fleld n decislon, while Jimmy Mar- l
tin of [Windsor| ks| won the do—.
cision” over AT rricelll of Spring- |
fleld, the Intter subbing for Wally
O'Brlen of the same town,

Springfield Republican, Jan.23, 1929
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The Garbarino market in

The frult store conducted by

D.

QentralHaIIBIo_ckwasbroken arbarinol in the Central hall .block
into, as we see in the Dec. 27, < d

1929 newspaper article. The was broken Into last night and about
interesting thing about this 36 and some merchandise stolen. En-

writeup is that it makes clear trance was galned by - hreaking the
the entire building thatused o protecting shleld on a rear window
be the Burnap Block was then gl Jowering the ‘op half. «No arrests

known as the”Central Hall

Block.” The term “Central have been made.

Hall dintjust refer to the il Springfield Union, 12-27-1929

that was used for boxing,
basketball, meetings, etc.

The Nov. 23, 1933 article gave the
result of a meeting of the Athletic
Association which decided to start
a basketball team for the winter at
Central Hall.

The newspaper article (March 15,
1934) says that the Windsor Locks
Advertisers will play the Chicopee
Promoting quintet at Central Hall.

Springfield Republican,Nov.23,1933

'Chicopee Pros Play

.. [Windsor|[Locks Tomgh

'ﬂxc Chicopee Promoting. quinte
travels to- Ct., tonigh
where they are scheduled to meet th
mm:m Centr:
Wadl | Last WEeK. the Nutmeggers, w

several loecal hoopsters in thelr lincug
took the measure of the Pros at Chic
opee,. The following players will mak
the, trip to [Windsor| [Locks:] Coacl
Benniec Banas, Manager Cyran, “Skl
Linchan, Pasterczyk, Stanek, Moyni
han, Les Maynard, Frank Adamsk
and “Flee" Niemlec. The start will b
mnde from the Chicopee Polish Na

tional home at 6.15.

Springfield Republican

1934 was the last year in which newspaper articles mentioned Central Hall.

Advertisers at Centra
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Section 3 - The A&P Building

In 1938, Charles Colli sold the Central Hall Block to Graziano Graziani, who razed the
building and replaced it with a single story building which extended from Coly’s Hotel to
Oak Street. It had two storefronts. The largest store was the A&P supermarket. The
smaller store, which was on the corner of Oak and Main Streets, was at one time a
Western Auto store which was owned by Don LaRussa, who later turned it into the
original “D.F.LaRussa’s” appliance store. That pair of storefronts didn’t change much
until 1979 when all the stores along Main St were razed for the process called “Re-
Development”. Below is a photo of The A&P and the corner store before re-
development.

-

| — = om—— - -
Corner of Oak and Main. Don La,Russa’s Appliance store,
and the A&P. LaRussa originally had his Western Auto Store here.
Previously the Central Hall Building occupied both spaces
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Section 4 - Conclusions

This article has traced the history of the building built on the corner of Main and Oak
Streets in 1863. No information was available about the building between the time it
was built and the time when it was bought by Dr. Sidney R. Burnap in about 1865. It
became known as “Burnap’s Block," and it soon became a social and business center of
Windsor Locks. It contained a number of stores, some major businesses such as the
Windsor Locks Journal and the telephone and telegraph companies. It also house a
large hall known as Burnap’s Opera House which held operas and shows as well as
movies, dances and large meetings. We saw 27 newspaper articles which detailed the
happenings and the changes in the Burnap Block. Those newspaper articles were
from Springfield newspapers from 1870 to 1916.

Dr. Burnap died in 1901 and his estate sold the Burnap Block to Charles Colli in 1918.
It then became known as the Central Hall Block. Research turned up 122 newspaper
articles about the Central Hall block from 1918 to 1934. Those 122 articles turned out
to be highly repetitive, and ten of them, which were representative of the entire set were
presented and summarized. While Central Hall continued to house businesses and
stores, as did the Burnap Block, most of the news storied were about sporting events in
the big room that used to be called “Burnap’s Opera House”. That room became more
focussed on sports, especially basketball and boxing. It was also used for meetings
and for dances. We saw some change in the use of the building from when it was the
Burnap Block to when it became the Central Hall Block, but it remained a social and
business center of Windsor Locks.

The building was razed after it was bought in 1935 by Graziano Graziani, and replaced
with a one story building housing the A&P and a smaller store on the corner of Oak and
Main Streets. Not much changed with the building until the redevelopment of Main St
in 1979, when the building was torn down.

| thank Mickey Danyluk for his encouragement and help with this article. After reading a
draft of this paper, he provided valuable feedback and further information for
incorporation into the text, as well as the photographs of Dr. Burnap and of his house.

| hope the reader enjoyed and profited from this article, and | thank him/her for reading
it. Please pass it on to anyone else you know who might be interested in Windsor
Locks history.

Mel Montemerlo
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APPENDIX A: Newspaper
Burnap Block

GRAZIANI GRAZIANO
BUYS BURNAP

Windsur locks, Nov, J4=Transler
papers have heen recorded In the town

clerk's office for the sule of the Bur-
one of the oldest husiness

this town. The property

purchased by Grazianl

Grazlano  of  Chestnul street, local

contractor and bhuilder, from the City
hank of Norwalk,

I'"he property is lacated on the cor-
ner of Main and Oak streets and 18
a three story hrick surencture, with
our stores on the ground floor,. The
was erceted In 1863 hy the Iate
o Ahbe and a few yeurs Inler was
piirehased by Dr Sldney R.

in 1918 the late Charles Col
town bouzht this property and in
1929 the City bank of Norwalk ob-

tained possession and Charles D. Col.
ton of this town has acted as their
agent here.

BLOCK|

article with the history of

“Wor many years part of the sccond
| loar was used by the Southern New
FEnzland Telephone company for tho
local telephone exchange and business
office, and that section of the bullding

has been vacant practicadly all the
lime since the telephone company
moved 1o thelr new building on

Spring  stree!, several years ago.

When the bullding was erected, the
third floor of the building was buiit
with heavy arch springs under tho
floor. which adapted the hall especial-
Iy for dancinz and for many years
this dance hall was known for miles
around as having one of the hest
floor surfaces In this sectlon for
dancinz. The hall was used for many
years as a moving plcture theater,
and Inter hecame the home of tho
Central  theater when owned by Mr
Colll, For several yenrs the hall has
not been nsed, having heen condemmned
hy state inspeclors on account of in-
adequate  exils,

The new owner, Mr Graziano,_ ex-

pects Lo vepair and remodel 1Imm

Springfield Republican, Nov. 5,1938

There is an error in the above article. The man’s name was Graziano Graziani, not Graziani

Graziano.

APPENDIX B: Dr. Sidney R. Burnap

Information on Dr. Sidney R. Burnap was hard to find.
He was married to Clara A. Converse Burnap (1842 - 1938). They had
two daughters, Mary Converse Burnap (1869 - 1947), and Clara Annie Burnap,

died in 1901.

was a physician and a financier.

He was born in 1833 and he

He
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He and his family lived in a very large house on Maple Street. It sat on about 100
acres of land. The house was called “The Castle” by some. The 26 room house was a
popular place for town picnics and socials gatherings. When the Burnap family sold
their estate, the land was subdivided and put up for auction. According to Mickey
Danyluk, a fire in a barn at the Burnap estate was the impetus for Windsor Locks to
form a Fire Department. One can assume that Dr. Burnap had a good deal of
influence in the town government. Dr. Burnap died on Sept. 3, 1901, at the age of 68.
He is buried in Grove Cemetary in Windsor Locks. Below Is a portrait of Dr. Burnap ,
and an 1880 photo of his estate with his family in front.

Dr. Sidney R. Burnap family and estate 1880 22



Burnap's brother-in-law, Alfred Woods Converse, a highly esteemed man who served as
both the town's postmaster and manager of the Windsor Locks Bank, died in the Burnap
mansion. He had shot himself in the chest with a pistol while in his own home. He
claimed he was cleaning his pistol when it discharged. He called for help and was
taken to his sister's house where he died on January 14, 1912. His sister was Dr.
Burnap’s widow. (information from Mickey Danyluk).

Two weeks after Mr. Converse’s death, Windsor Locks Bank officials confirmed that
$185,000 had been stolen from the safe. Alfred Woods Converse was an important
man in Windsor Locks. He was the Town Clerk, head of the GAR (Civil War veterans
association), head of the Masons, Treasurer of the Windsor Locks Savings Bank, and
Postmaster of Windsor Locks.

Appendix C: Charles Colli (1882 - 1938)

Charles Colli was born in 1882 and died in 1938. He is buried in St. Mary’s Cemetary.
He was married to Lena A. Massino, who was born in 1876 and died in 1930. They had
one son, Charles, who was born in 1905 and died in 1930. Here is a photo of Charles
Colli with his first business in Windsor Locks, a grocery and meat cart. He used a cart
as his store. The 1913 Aero Map of Windsor Locks lists a business owned by Charles
Colli as: “Colli, Charles. Flour, Grain and Feed. Center St.” He was also the Fire Chief.

Charles Colli
Windsor Locks Fire Chief 23
1916 - 1922



