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Earl Arno Hasn't Lost His -Maine Roots 
Earl Scott Arno grew up on a farm in a 

town called "The Forks" in the stateofMaine. 
The father of four, he is a World War II 

Navy veteran and past commander of the 
local American Legion post. He is a man who 
hasn't lost the humor, frisky disposition, 
hard working habits and slight accent, all 
hallmarks of folks from Maine, the "Pine 
.Tree State." 

He left "down easters country" in 1946 
(after the war) to live and work in Connecti
cut, was married, and raised a family, along 
with his late wife, Virginia Doughty Arno. 

When this sincere man talks of Maine, the 
proud past shows up, along with the good 
and happy days of being born and raised on 
a farm with his four brothers. On the Arno 
farm, potatoes, were the "heavy crop seller," 
according to Earl. His initial education was 
in a one-room schoolhouse, called "Ben Fran
klin," with 30 students, in grades 1 to 8. 
There wasn't much time, he said, for playing 
sports, (admitted baseball as his favo?te) 
"with the farm, walking to school (five miles, 
if you missed tlie bus) and working on the 
farm." 

Three of Earl's brothers live out of state: 
Leslie in Arkansas, with his own ranch, 
raising cattle; Roland, a heavy equipment 
operator for the town of Gray ,Maine; Roscoe, 
head buyer for a leather company in Maine, 
and close by, Rodney, a welder for Pratt & 
Whitney Aircraft, living in Tolland, Conn. 

As a young boy, Earl remembers other 
activities in his area, namely the Lakewood 
Summer Theater, with some big stars and a 
slogan ... "Bringing Broadway to Maine." 
And the time young Earl met the famous Will 
Rogers, another down-to-earth individual, 
who was vacationing there. 

In the fall of1932, it was not only a Depres
sion year, but Mother Nature played a role in 
the eventual moving of the Arno family to 
Madison, Maine. The area where they lived 
was flooded out making for a very necessary 
move to higher and safer ground. 

In 1939, Earl graduated from Madison 
High School after two years of vocational 
training Gunior and senior years) in three 
classes: plumbing, electrician and auto 
mechanic. It was a tune-up for his career, 
and later in life, as "handy man around the 
house" on Spring Street. 

After high school, putting aside his new
found talents for a year, Earl worked as a 
lumberjack, where he found hard work and, 
he said, "Good training." As part of one of 
President Roosevelt's programs, the NYA 
(National Youth Association) was formed in 
1940, with Earl attending aviation school for 
aircraft maintenance. He graduated in 1942. 
When Pearl Harbor hit America, Earl's fel
low students wanted tojoin up but were sent 
back to school in order to learn more and 

given the opportunity to enlist upon gradu
ation. 

The boy from Maine did enlist in Febru
ary, 1942, however, but was not called to 
active duty until that November. During this 
difficult waiting period, Earl worked for an 
engineering company in New Hampsmre. 
He also met Virginia (during the summer 
months), where she was working at York 
Beach, Maine. They kept up their romance 
as best they could by use of the United States 
Mail Department. Virginia was from the 
Boston area. 

Earl served until January, 1946. His serv
ice career began with training at the Nav)ll 
Air Station in Florida. He spent a month in 
the hot California desert, commando train
ing, which turned out, not for the boy from 
Maine. He was then transferred to a naval 
outfit going out to the islands in the Pacific, 
namely Saipan, in the Marianas. With the 
war over, a year on the island, Earl was 
ready for home and welcomed a trip on the 
carrier Hornet, to the states. He returned to 
Madison after his discharge. He went back to 
being a lumberjack but that lasted only a 
month. 

He decided to go south ... to Connecticut 
that is. In April, 1946 he joined Pratt & 
Whitney Aircraft as a mechanic in jet en
gines. Earl said, "I was only going to ~ th~re 
a few weeks." Earl stayed 37 summers, retir
ing in 1983. In September ofhis first year at 
Pratt, Virginia and the former sailor were 
married. They lived in East Hartford and 
Warehouse Point before moving to Windsor 
Locks in 1959. 

Virginia and Earl had four children: Mari
lyn, Sharon, Earl, Jr. and Laureen. M~yn, 
who works in the Research Center ofUmted 
Technologies, and Laureen, head chef at the 
Standish House in Old Wethersfield, both 
live at home. Sharon, married to Dan Cole, 
lives in Maine. Dan and Sharon have two 
children Jennifer and Stephanie. Earl, Jr. 
and his ~e, Betsy, a n~e's aide, live in 
Massachusetts, where Earl IS a head cook 8:t 
an Italian restaurant. 

In addition to being an active veteran, Earl 
is a member of the local Knights of Columbus 
and when his son was young, was also in
voh:ed in the Boy Scout program. E~l~o~ed 
the American Legion 36 years ago, gomg 
through the chairs, was Post Commander 
and District Commander,'" he said. As an 
active legionnaire, Earl is also enrolled in 
the famed "40 & 8", a World War I veterans 
organization. (Translation: 40 men or eight 
horses in a box car.) 

Earl Arno served in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II. 

Earl firmly believes in all veteran organi
zations, saying; "All vets should belong to 
some (veterans) club ... to be heard and to 
stand up and be counted." , 

For a man who has worked all of his· life 
(retirement only meant smaller jobs, to be 
busy), Earl does take the time to .have a 
garden, do a lot of walking, some fishing and 
a hobby he advises all to partake in ... eagle 
watching. As mentioned, Earl is a handy 
man around the house. He's a Red Sox fan, 
but has the crying towel handy in the fall of 
the year. 

A few years back, he and Virginia traveled 
to Texas to see a few of his Naval buddies, 
and have made trips to Georgia and Arkan
sas to see his brother's cattle ranch. 

Epilogue 
Earl Scott Arno is a man of many stories, 

be it farm life, lumberjacking, serving his 
country, or the lack of progress in many 
fields. Most importantly he has never been 
afraid to work even after his so-called retire· 
mente 

He admired a late uncle, Percy Durgin, 
lumberman, who "started with nothing, and 
when times became good,sharedeverything." 

Earl shared his story, the good and some
times rough part of life. They don't come any 
more down-to-earth than this man, who has 
never lost his Maine roots .. 
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MacDonald Gets New Lease on Life From.the Knights of Columbus 
"Niche ..• A situation or activity specially 

suited to a person's abilities or character ... " 
David John MacDonald has probably found 

his niche in life, at the local Knights of Col um
bus club rooms, with the title of permittee. 

Actually, Dave's several jobs, in local res
taurants and other clubs, prepared him for this 
latest position. But, according to Dave, a back 
injury has limited him in what kind of job or 
work effort is best for him. In the new role at 
the K of C, he said, "It's the best thing I have 
done, since the injury, and I really enjoy the K 
of C and serving the members in my new job." 

Dave is the son of Albert and Joyce 
MacDonald of Windsor Locks. Albert was the 
subject of an earlier interview (May, 1984), as 
the "Resident Poet Laureate. "The MacDonald 
family, including Dave, his brothers, James 
and Joseph and sisters, Katherine and Nancy, 
grew up in Easthampton, Massachusetts, the 
home of their father. 

The father of this clan, while serving in 
England, during World Ware II, met and 
married Joyce Burrell, a genuine "war bride." 
Soon after Albert was discharged, Joyce joined 
her new husband and new country for the first 
time. They lived in Easthampton until 1957, 
moving to Enfield and tl-ien to Windsor Locks 
in the early 60s. 

Back to the new man at the K of C, Dave 
spent his first two years of high school in 
Enfield, where he played baseball and foot
ball. He graduated from the Raider school in 
1965, however, sports took a back seat as Dave 
began his working career after school hours. 

Dave went from high school to Hamilton
Standard for one year. He found a draft notice, 
and quickly decided to join the u.s. Air Force, 
in November, 1966. Outsideofalimited train
ing period In lllinois, Dave spent nearly four 
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years (until August 1970) in Louisiana. His 
main job was as weathet: equipment repair-

man, saying, "The time spent in Louisiana was 
great, even got to go to New Orleans for the 
famous Mardi Gras." 

After being discharged, Dave entered Cen
tral Connecticut State University, graduating 
in 1974 with a bachelor's degree in psychol
ogy. Again, side jobs prevented Dave in play
ing sports in college. However, he found time 
to be involved at Central, as president of the 
(returning) Veterans Club, which of course 
included many Vietnam vets. Dave said the 
Vietnam time was difficult, although he did 
not go overseas, he felt a strong part ofthe war. 
This feeling, plus the charitable work of the 
Veterans Club, at VA hospitals and the New
ington Children's Hospital, and "what he saw 
there, changed his life and brought him back to 
earth," he said. 

Once out of college, Dave attempted to 
secure a job with the state, but did not succeed 
in his efforts. He sold insurance, became a 
bartender, at many of the local clubs, and 
worked full-time job at Villa Rose. 

In 1979, Dave went to work for Federal 
Express. Seven years later, due to a back 
injury, he had to seek other avenues of em
ployment. He again worked as a bartender and 
at other jobs, until June of 1988. The local K of 
C was "looking for a permittee, and I applied 
for the job," Dave said. 

Three years before starting his Federal 
Express job, Dave met and married Becky 

Dave MacDonald spends some time with 
Irene and Johnnie McGrath. 

Gott of East Hartford. Becky is a graduate of 
the East Hartford High School, class of 1963. 
For the past five years, she has worked at the 
East Windsor Town HaIl. Today, Becky is 
secretary to the East Windsor First Selectman 
Walter Gudzunas 

Becky is the mother of two grown children. 
Her son Mark works locally and lives at home; 
his sister Judy is married to John McGrath, a 
u.s. Airman. The McGraths' live in New 

Mexico, with their two children Johnnie and 
Irene .. 

When you discuss the Knights of Colum

bus, Dave's face lights up. He joined the K of 
C, soon after accepting his new position at the 
club, which he found to be "a great bunch of 
men (to work and serve with) and a (unique) 
camaraderie." In early December, of last year, 
Dave instituted daily luncheons at the club, in 

_ addition to Fish Fry Friday evenings. He said 
the club will also hold weekly dances with 
country/western type of music. 

These days, Dave's new job keeps him busy 
with no time to think of the coming golf 
season. Dave said, "I couldn't get enough of 
golf, playing all the local clubs in the area." No 
golf swings for Dave, only swings of the right 
utensils, to satisfy the hungry, ever since the 
trouble with his back. Dave admits he's a die
hard Yankee fan, Celtics follower, and gets to 
a few of the Whaler games. 

Dave was in high school when the country 
lost John F. Kennedy. For Dave, he felt he lost 
a good friend and the tragic circumstances, of 
those days in late November, 1963, greatly 
effected him, as he so admired the late presi
dent. 

Epilogue 

Mark Twain once wrote, "A man caimot be 
comfortable without his own approval." 

Dave has had his ups and downs. He is now 
comfortable with his new lease on life. He 
admits, in the new role it's good "to put on a . 
good face, stay in a good mood, and (try) to be 
an easy-goinRguy." 

Yes, Dave has probably found his niche. 



tradition of Fighting Fires 

Gary Ruggiero's grandfather, Nick, was a ---------------
-fire fighter (Civil Defense) during World War 
Two. His father, Dominick, better known as 
Nick, was a veteran of three decades as volun
teer fireman, and well-known photographer. 
Gary himself, a lieutenant in today's active 
department, has been in uniform since he was 
fifteen. 

The tradition continues ... his son, Tony, 
although only four, w~ his "F.D." and other 
paraphernalia proudly, surrounded by fire 
engines, fire houses, as his main toys, and 
some day will surely follow in the boots of his 
great-grandfather, grandfather, his great-uncle 
and equally proud father. 

The story of Gary Francis Ruggiero is one of 
dedication, loyalty and family togetherness, a 
heritage set down by the men before him, in the 
town, steeped in tradition, be it the Fire De
partment, Lions Club, veteran groups and active 
citizenship. 

Native Son 
Gary is a natiye son, as his late father before 

him, educated locally at Saint Mary's and the 
high school, class of 1969. He married a local 
girl, Carol Leroux Ruggiero, who came to 
Windsor Locks at age eight. In addition to little 
Tony, the couple have a nine-year-old daugh
ter, Nicole, who is involved with the Girl' 
Scouts for whom she has achieved the status of 
top cookie salesgirl. 

Gary started young in the work force, work
ing as a junior janitor in the local schools, a 
clerk in a drugstore and a maintenance worker 
at Dexter's throughout his high school and 
college days. Gary earned an associate's de
gree in electrical technology from Hartford 
State Technical school. 

Carol and Gary knew each other in high 
school; she had graduated the year before him, 
but fate had a hand in their eventual pennanent 
partnership. They met at a firemen's party' 
(1972) and two years later were married, on 
October 26, 1974. 

Carol is the daughter of Connie and Wren 
Leroux. Her dad operated a well-known auto 
body shop for many years downtown, before 
redevelopment. He was from Canada, her 
mother a native of Vennont. As mentioned, 
she came to town at eight, from San Diego. 
Carol has a sister, Evy Kaplan, a secretary at 
the South Street School, and married to Fred 
Kaplan, a1ieutenant in the Windsor Locks Fire 
Department. Their brother, Connie, is head of 
the town's auxiliary police and recently be
came dispatcher. 

A few months before Carol and Gary got 
together, he joined the U.S. Coast Guard, serv-
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ing six years, with six months on active duty. 
He saw duty in New Jersey, Virginia and 
Governor's Island in New York. After active 
duty, Gary was assigned to monthly meetings 
in Hartford, New London and finally Groton, 
where he became involved in research and 
development. 

Back home, Gary worked at Hamilton-Stan
dard for two years, Air Kaman for six months, 
and in 1977 joined Crouse-Hinds in Windsor, 
where he is now employed in projects of de
sign and drafting. 

The young married couple, first lived on 
Dickerman, then on Fairview, where his 
mother, Grace Rossi Ruggiero still resides, 
and now live on Grove. Gary said that Grove 
Street is known as "Public Safety Street," due 
to the number of firemen and policemen who 
live on the old street between West and Main. 
Gary has a sister, Gale, married to Charles Fay. 
The Fays live on South Elm with their two 
sons, Steven and Thomas. 

Any story of Gary Ruggiero, must contain a 
few lines about his parents. His mother, Grace, 
is currently secretary to First Selectman Cliff 
Randall. Grace<and her late husband were one 
of our first "Cabbages and Kings" interview
ees in July, 1975. Nick, the successful photog
rapher for many of the Hartford Springfield 
newspapers, plus the Windsor Locks Journal, 
passed away in 1984. He has left a legacy to 
Gary and Tony, as to the life of a volunteer 
fireman. Nick not only served as a regular 
fireman, but was chairman of the Fire Com
mission. Nick served for years with the Lions 
Club, Knights of Columbus and the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. He joined the Army Air 
Corps in 1945, serving ,twenty months in 
Germany. 

Four-year-old Tony, a student at the Con
gregational Church's nursery school, also has 
a few great uncles to emulate. For the record, 
his dad's uncles - Patsy Ruggiero, fonner 
fireman and now a member of the Police 
Commission; William Walters, fireman and 

. the town dog warden; and current Fire Chief 
Joe LaPierre. Jr. 

"Uncle Joe was best man at our wedding," 
Gary said. 

Nicole Ruggiero, an active girl in her own 
right, is a fourth-grader at" the North Street 
School, in the fourth year of Girl Scouts and as 
we said, the top cookie salesgirl for Troop 552. 



Lt. Gary Ruggiero 

Nicole enjoys reading and all types of arts and 
crafts. 

Leisure Time 
You might say, Gary Ruggiero is "into" fire 

fighting. However, not as involved as his fa
ther was, in that Gary, at times, was bitten by 
the photography bug. He and Gale grew up 

I watching their father, the pro, taking all kinds 
of pictures: celebrities, politicians and many 
local weddings. 

A relaxing time off for Gary, is watching car 
races and movies on television. He spoke of an 
old fire rescue television program, popular 
several years back, which was aired at about 
three in the morning. The program was taped 
so Tony and his father could watch at a more 
convenient time. 

Vacations are a family treat, with the Cat
skill Game Farm and a trip to Florida, a few 
years back, when Nicole was much smaller. 

Gary is a member of the Lions Club. Gary 
first became involved with the Lions Club 
working with the club's ambulance corps, 
where he earned the title of Emergency Medi
cal Technician (EMT). With his active career 
in the frre department, Gary said, "I just run out 
of time," leaving most of his time to the volun
teer company. 

In 1972, Gary became a frreman, reaching 
the rank of~ieutenant in 1985. For Gary, "The 
fire department is sometimes like a job • . . 
sometimes like a family, we are all real close 
... I watched my dad, as fireman, we 'lived 
across the street (Oak) from the old firehouse 
... I guess I always wanted to be a fireman." 

. -
When asked who he most admired, Gary 

remembers a lot of people, saying, "My father 
especially, he always took the time (even with 
his schedule) for the family ... and he cared for 
people." The popular "Golden Rule" was 
Gary's own philosophy, adding, "Life is too 
short, not to live by it." 

Epilogue 
The tradition continues for Gary Ruggiero, 

passed down by a dedicated group of loyal 
citizens. Little Tony is on the same path. 

With the Ruggiero family (and relations) 
their deeds in the volunteer sector will long be 
remembered, which proves the following. 
"Words, no mat;ter how public, have a way of 
being forgotten, while deeds, no matter how 
small, have a way of making memories of their 
own." 
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Runs in Ruggiero Family 
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Peter Barberie Is the Boy From Olive Street 
Peter Douglas Barberie has been surrounded 

by local history, be it relatives, or well-known 
citizenry, on the street where he was raised. 
Peter can rightfully be called, "the Boy From 
Olive Street." The same street that gave the 
town of Windsor Locks, Ella Tambussi Grasso 
and Eunice Granger McGinn, and other distin
guished family names. 

The historical past was probably the chief 
reason for Peter's involvement in the town's 
Historical Society, the past two years. . 

For the record, Peter's list of relatives would 
certainly earn a page or two in the history of 
Windsor Locks. His great-grandfather, John 

,Rooney, built the house at 14 Olive Street, in 
1898, home to many of his family. His other 
great-grandfather was Johnny "Jit" Barberie, 
whose claim to fame was that he drove the first 
horse-drawn wagon, transporting students to 
school and owned a gas station (a few years 
later) on Main Street. J. Douglas Barberie, 
Peter's grandfather, worked at Roncari Indus
tries. His grandmother, still a spry eighty years 
young, is Anna Rooney Barberie. 

Peter is the son of the late Joan Barberie, and 
David Barberie, a local man, who still makes 
his home on Olive Street, and has been a land 
developer in Connecticut, Massachusetts and 
New York. 

To complete the family tree, (at least part of 
it) is Lauretta Rooney, Peter's great aunt, a 
"Cabbages and Kings" interviewee in Novem
ber, 1987, as was a great uncle, Bob Parmelee, 
February, 1980, the famed "Popcorn Yankee." 

History and Art 
Peter's younger years have been filled with 

interesting and diversified activities. The fu
ture plans, for this friendly college student, 
may include the law and journalism, with a 
heavy load of history and art. 

Peter was born in a Torrington hospital and 
lived in Simsbury until he was two. He went to 
a private school, and then transferred to North 
Street School as a sixth-grader. He graduated 
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from the local high school last June. Peter left 
his individual mark at the Raider School, as 
co-editor of ,.the school's newspaper and as a 
member of the year book staff. When we 
talked, Peter was home for the holidays, before 
returning to the University of Connecticut, 
where he is an art history major. He has not lost 
any time becoming involved at the state col
lege where he is a member of the debating club 
and is practices creative writing. Peter had a 
taste of college, during his junior year in high 
school, attending drama classes at Boston 
College. 

During those high school years, Peter worked 
locally and after school, became active in local 
drama, did some writing and collected an
tiques which he calls his main hobby. What 
kind of antiques? Books and coins, with Peter 
saying, "I buy what I can afford," with furni
ture from the past, something for the future. As 
for.writing, his specialty is fiction (short stores) 
and he occasionally writes poetry. Peter's inter
est in sports includes a year on the. high school 
track team as well as outside soccer and bas
ketball. Peter's oqly spectator sport has been 
limited to the Hartford Whalers. 

Peter has done his share of traveling, with 
trips to Washington and California, visiting 
relatives in these two far western states. 

When he finds the time, the talented young 
man watches old movies such as "Casablanca" 
and "Gone With the Wind." Peter said he does 
not agree with the new method of coloring 
these old masters. When it comes to music, 
Peter said he enjoys the Beatles and the 'current 
style of the Rolling Stones. 

Peter is "very interested in politics." Grow
ingup on Olive Street, he said, "As a little boy, 
I remember Mr. and Mrs. Grasso and their 

Peter Barberie 

daughter, visiting our family quite often .... 
She (Mrs. Grasso) was a family friend." 

In discussing the Windsor Locks Historical 
Society, Peter related other interests, saying "I 
have always been interested in old homes and 
museums .... I volunteered to work (with 
other concerned citizens) under the watchful 

eye of Mr. Howard White." Since he joined the 
activities at the Noden-Reed Museum, Peter 
has organized a few special shows. One he is 
most proud of was the walking tour of Elm 
Street, from Memorial Hall along Elm Street, 
viewing and discussing the architecture and 
the contribution, to the town of Windsor Locks, 
of the original owners of these homes. 

When asked who he most admired, Peter, 
responded, "My grandmother, Anna Rooney 
Barberie, I have lived with her all my life ... 
. She has brought me up and have given me my 
philosophy of life-no matter how hardthings 
get, just keep going ahead and don't give up." 

Epilogue 
That's the story ofthe boy from Olive Street, 

the street where the following families added 
historical notes to their town - Sullivan, 
Rooney, Tambussi, McCarthy, McGinn, 
Lynskey, Brett, Shaughnessy and Carollo 

The gauntlet has been passed from these 
common folks, with a sense of history of some, 
to young Peter Douglas Barberie. He has begun 
his own path with the study of art and history, 
and what messages the artists and contributors 
had in~ind. 

I believe young Peter would agree with the 
words of John F. Kennedy, "The life of the arts 
. : . is very close to the center of a nation's 
purpose ... is a test of the quality of a nation's 
civilization." 



Geor2e K.F. Patterson Is a Man of Service for All Times 
~ 'WINDSOR LOCKS JOURNAL FEBRUARY 10,1989 : 

In July 1942, a young man left his borne 
town, with anQther year left of high school, to 
join the U.S. Navy. The 17-year-old newest 
sailor was George King Ferguson Patterson. 

For those who know him best, it's just "Pat," 
but for the sake of his intriguing story during 
World War II, we'l1 stick to just plain George. 

George grew up in Hartford, the son of 
Archie and Elizabeth Patterson. His dad came 
from northern Ireland, his mother from Scot
land. Archie had his own distinguished career, 
however a bit earlier, in World War I as a 
member of the "Winnipeg Rifles," part of the 
English army. After the war, to end all wars, 
Arcpie was given land in much colder Win
nipeg, Canad'a. When Archie and his wife 
came to Connecticut in 1923 beCause Uthe 
winters (in Canada) were rough," he joi ned the 
Hartford Fire & Insurance Co. Together, Archie 
and Elizabeth raised three sons, George, Archie, 
Jr. who now lives in Manchester, and Harold, 
now deceased, and a daughter, Exelyn, who 
resides in California. . 

Back to our main character. George found 
time, before the Navy, to play basketball and 
football at Weaver High School- with the 

On, Christmas DaY; ·1943~ George's 
sQip. ~as torpedoed off the coast 

, of NO\la -Scotia, resulling in -nine-
~ rough days dTJ a life raft in the -", , 
open seas with efWit ()ther'saiJors~ .-

.. ~ - ,- ... ..:" '", - '". 

war, he changed uniforms until October 1947. 
During those five years the young sailor was 
awardedseveral medals, with experiences they 
make movies about in Hollywood. But in 
George p.atterson' s case, it was all true. 

Wartime 
,The Navy did not give-young George I11uch 

tfme'tdthhJk about it;'he was off to see the 
vro~ld in ~artime and p~eacetime. After boot 
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camp in nearby Newport, R.I., he was assigned 
to a naval gun crew on the "North Atlantic 
Run," protecting Merchant Marine ships from 
New York to England. With three trips under 
his naval unifonn, George continued the es
cort duty with six months on a destroyer to , 
Russia. 

On Christmas Day, 1943, George received a 
strong taste of war - his ship was torpedoed 
off the coast of Nova Scotia, resulting in nine 
rough days on a life raft in the open seas with 
eight other sailors. They were eventually res
cued by a Canadian destroyer. 

AfteF a quick recovery period, the Navy 
reassigned George to the Third Fleet, on its 
way to the Pacific Theater. He saw the other 
side of the world with stops and action to 
match in places such as Okinawa, Iwo Jima, 
other islands to be won back from Japan. The 
boy from Hartford was a witness, with thou
sands of others, to the final surrender in Tokyo 
~ay in September 1945. 

George's tour of duty continued after the 
war's end; however, his next assignme.nt would 
be called special. He was ,a part of a May 1947 
"Goodwill Tour" around the world on the USS 
'lng~t a task folce that origmated in Cali- I 

: fomia, to Hawaii, Australia, the Indian Ocean,... 
up through the Suez Canal, out to the Medite:t:-, 

-ranean Sea, and back home to the States. 
Peacetime' 

Once back in civilian clothes (October 1947), 
George went to work for First National Stores 
in East Hartford for the next decade. His next 
two jobs were for old beer favorites - Bal
lantine and Rheingold. In 1959 he began a 30-
year position with Windsor'S <;ombustion 
-Engineering Inc., retiring from th~ Water 

. Pollution Plant just last month. 
-"George met his future wife, Katherine Sweet 

- of East Hartfoia~ by way of introduction by 

George Patterson served in the U.S. Navy 
during World War ~I. 

one of George's brothers. They.were married 
in May 1948, living in her home town, then 
Windsor, until they made their last move to 
Windsor Locks 30 years ago. Katherine was a 
1943 graduate of EaSt Hartford High'School 
and attend~ Hillyer Ju~i"r College, QOW the 
University of Hartford. She.worked for-the old 
Hartford Ti~es and t~e ·st~f:e Department of 
Education .. They had three sons Stephen, 
pouglas,andDennis, who.diedin 1981. Young 
Dennis was active in the town's softball and 
indoor hockey leagues. 

George, the man with two middle names 
(King and Ferguson) has always...led an active 
life, not only in the service, but his jobs, and as 
coach of the Windsor's American Legion 
baseball team, and as a member of the "Putnam 
Philanx~" a hlStoncaCfratei:naf organiZ44tion 
.known around the state, especially for.their, 
,pat:! in many parades. Accmding to his ~ife, , 

George 1~dS a "great Irish singing voice" and 
has shown his talents at weddings and retire
ment parties. 

The former sailor, a world traveler in his 
youth, continued to travel with Katherine, 
seeing his father's homeland, Ireland, and 
Alaska and cruises to the islands hi the Atlan
tic. 

For the record, George is a big Yankee fan, 
and roots for the Los Angeles Raiders on the 
gridiron. 

In 1960, George joined the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. He served as junior vice com
mander and vice commander before taking on 
the role of commander for the year 1988-1989. 

_ Not one to ~ix words, George said the 
V.F.W. is "on~ of the greatest (veteran) or-
ganizations in the country." . 

The man, whose wife calls "unpredictable", 
was quite certain when asked who he most 
admired. He said, John F. Kennedy, General 
Douglas MacArthur, Admiral Chester Wil
liam Nimitz (whom George met in the Pa
cific), and Franklin Delano Roosevelt, "be
cau,se he (Roosevelt) was our president during 
the war, and probably one of our greatest 
presidents. " 

As with many Irish families, the family coat 
of arms is proudly displayed at home. With ' 
.George, theYatterson plaque has a plac~ of 
1lon9f.t.,~ith the. following wor~s: .ul di~ for . 
J}H.l"se: .' •• I love/' , ' 

Epilogue 
1 George King FergUson Patterson, former~ 
sailor, a survivor in World Waf II, now com
mander of. the local V.F.W., is an admirer of 
great men in our history who represent a mix 
of diverse personalities. 

This man, with the quiet personality, who 
resembles the old adage "still water runs deep," 
probably knows the words of Longfellow:. 
"Lives of great menall.remind..us.. ... We can 
make our lives sublime, And~ department,. 
leave behind us ... Footprints on the sands of:' 
ti,me." 



Bill Stone-
The best time to locate and talk to Coach Bill 

Stone is at an afternoon practice session of his 
Enfield High School hockey team at the En
field Twin Rinks. • 

The road to this popular rink, for the Wind
sor Locks native, L. William Stone, has taken 
him to numerous baseball parks, other hockey 
rinks, and as an equestrian performer in Euro
pean, Olympic Games, mixed with forty years 
of playing and coaching several sports. 

Twenty-one years ago, the local Veterans of 
Foreign Wars honored Bill Stone as the 1968 
Sportsman ofthe Year. They recogniied, even 
then, the versatile athlete and coach was de
serving of the award, which he sajd, looking· 
back, was "the greatest thing that ever hap-
pened to me ... " . 

Bill is thy proud father and advisor to his 
four sons ... Billy, Kevin, Paul and Rusty, all 
hockey players, who, along with dad, have 
made the name Stone synonymous with the 
game of hockey, in this area and other New 
England states. 

The story of Bill Stone is one of dedication, 
hard work, diversified jobs and hobbies, al
ways with a friendly disposition and certainly 
proving that good guys do end up first. 

Bill was born and raised on Center Street, 
Windsor Locks, the sons of Louis Stone and 
Nellie Colli Stone. Bill's dad was from Mon
treal, Canada, which accounts for the hockey 
love, and whose mother, was a local girl. Mr. 
Stone was a well-known mechanic, with a 
garage on Grove Street. Mrs. Stone w¥ from 
an equally known family in town. 

Sports and love for horses gave Bill an early 
start to his eventual career. Growing up in 
town he rode his first horse at the Reed Fann 
on West Street, was president of the 4-H Club, 
played football, baseball and basketball at the ' 
Raider School. Bill was the sixth man on the 
court, a pitcher and infielder on the diamond 
and his only year at football, was quarterback 
and safety. . . 
~.- During those high school years he got his 
-first taste of hockey, playing for the St Pat-
-rick's team at Eastern States in West Spring-
field, in a Saturday morning league. One of the 
highlights of those times was meeting and 
knowing "Mr. Hockey" Eddie Shore. Bill said, 
"Mr. Shore was my advisor in hockey ... gave' 
the kids hockey sticks and even took the nets 
off the cages, making sure he had only the best 
equipment ... " 

Bill remembers other people who have 
helped him along this active life - his high 
school coach, "Spud" Shapiro, "a man I al
ways tried to emulate,!' and Eleanor Wells of 
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Suffield, who taught Bill how to ride a horse, 
and changed his style of riding from western to 
English riding. Since 1955, Bill has kept his 
hobby of riding as member of the First Com
pany Governor's Horse Guard. Last month, 
this prestigious group took part in the inaugu
ration ceremonies in Washington, D.C. 

For the record, in 1955, Bill was a member 
of the U.S. Olympic Equestrian Team (jump
ing class) in Innsbruck, AustJja and .Stoc~
holm, Sweden. Thirty-three years later, hIS 
oldest son, Billy, represented his country, in 
the summer Olympics as part of the Jet (water) 
Skiing Team. ~ 

Speaking of the sons of Bill and Phyllis 
Bartholomew Stone, Billy, the oldest at 28, 
lives in California and is employed by Ka
wasaki Motors. Billy attended Suffield Acad
emy where he' was All-Prep in hockey, and 
played lacrosse. He went to University of 
Lowell and later transferred to the University 
of Hartford where he played hockey on the 
club team. 

Kevin, 26, works in sales. Married, Kevin 
lived in Washington, Conn., with his wife, Jill, 
a teacher at Rumsey Hall. Kevin played hockey 
at Suffield Academy, and four years at As
sumption College in Worcester. He also played 
lacrosse. 

Paul, 20, attends New Hampshire College 
and is the second highest scorer on the hockey 
team. At Enfield High School, Paul was AlI
New England and All-State in hockey. Ac
cording to his father, Paul played one year with 
Craig Janney, Enfie}d's hometown star~ now 
with the Boston Bruins, and a player that Paul 
emulated in hockey techniques. 

Today, the youngest of the Stone boys, 
Russell, better known as Rusty, is a senior at 
Enfield High School, playing hockey for his 
father. Rusty has earned All-State honors in 
both hockey and soccer. Bill Stone, as a coach, 
emphas~zed, he did not take part in the voting 
for his sons, in the "All-State or All-New 
England" teams, the votes were made by other 
coaches. 

It must be noted that Bill Stone is a 1956 
graduate of the University of Connecticut with 
a degree in business. Bill has always found 
time to play and coach, in addition to a series 
of outside jobs. Bill worked for two years with 
the ·State of Connecticut at Bradley in the 
supply department. He lateispent four years at 

- Ice Hockey Runs in His Family 



Bill Stone 

Kaman and ten years, when "the family took 
over the Windsor Locks school bus business." 
During the summer months, Bill worked for 
Roncari and 'since 1981, has been at steady 
worker at Dexters. 

The ultimate coach, just to round out an 
active career in his home town, Bill served 
three years as a volunteer fireman. His coach
ing career reads includes two years as football 
coach at Windsor Locks High School; 10 years 
at Suffield Academy coaching football, base
ball and hockey; coaching football and base
ball at Enfield and Penni High Schools; and 
running a summer baseball.and soccer camp at 

Suffield Academy with Coach Dan Sullivan. 
Bill recently took over the hockey duties 

from Coach Phil Clarkin, after six years as' 
assistant coach of Enfield High's hockey team. 
Hockey clinics were on his busy agenda at 
rinks in Enfield, South Windsor and Bolton. 

"I've had forty years, someday I want to get 
out, but I really enjoy the work and especially 
the kids, and teaching them the game, and I 
admit, I do learn something new every day," 
Bill says. 

Bill considers himself "an all-round sports
man" and enjoys hunting and fishing which he 
learned from an uncle, Jake Colli. Bill also 
follows all the Boston team~, and his favorite 
hockey player Bobby Orr. 

In addition to coaches along the way, Bill 
did have another mentor, his uncle Lou Lucia, 
fonner Patent Attorney, of West Hartford, 
now 96, who resides atthe "Gables" in Farming
ton, with another relative, Bill's aunt, Loretta 
Colli, 90 years old. "Mr. Lucia was a steady 
hard worker, and was always good to his 
family," Bill said. 

When asked about his V.P.W. honors, two 
decades ago, Bill said he was very apprecia
tive of the award, "especially to be included 
with the previous sportsmen to be considered 
in that capacity ... " 

A magazine once wrote a few words con
c~ming a famous sports writer (Red Smith';, 
and to paraphrase - This selection of high
lights, spanning four decades, represents Bill 
Stone at his best ... and they don't come any 
better than that .. . 

Tony Dugal/Special to The Courant 
• Bill Stone, who spent six years as an assistant under Phil Clarkin, will 
be the head coach of Enfield High School's hockey team this season. 

Enfield 

o Coach: Bill Stone, first year 
o Last year: 12-9, ecc East champions 
o Players to watch: Rusty Stone, sr., C; Mike Bahl, sr., 
LW; Dan CrOWley, sr., 0; Rob Brigham, jr., RW; Peter 
Ricci, soph., C; Dan Boya, jr., 0; Keith Meunier, jr., G. 
o Outlook: Bill Stone takes over for Phil Clarkin who is 
on a one-year leave of absence. With just five seniors 
gone, Stone, who spent six years as Clarkin's assistant, 
has plenty of famIliar faces to work with. His son, Rusty, 
is one of the premier forwards in Northern Connecticut. 
The fIrst line - with Bahl and Brigham on the wings - is 
a formidable one; and the other two aren't too shabby, 
either. "We're gOIng to hustle," Stone said, 
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JOhnStePhenByron'Jr.~~:~:· Enjoys Bein.g Principal 
in his native state of Massachusetts in the field cabb d k- I "60 Minutes" and reaomg. nis travel experi-
of education up until last June, when he was ages an Ings ences include a trip to Europe and summers 
chosen principal of North Street School. JACK REDMOND spent a! the Cape. 

The Hadley-reared educator had spent 10 · A Man of Education 
years as a grammar school teacher, and 13. assume his current position at North Street Education is close to John's heart, keeping 
years as principal in Greenfield schools a role School. mem~~hips i? the Elementary Principals 
he fully enjoyed, before accepting his ~sign- ~en~kedaboutthetrtmsitionfromteacher ~SS?ClatlOn, Middle School Principals Asso
ment in Windsor Locks. He has found the t~ pnnclp~, John said there was "a great ClatiO? an.d the Phi Delta Kappan Society, "an 
town, .teachers and parents "very supportive" _ difference, m that, y?u work more with adults, orgarnzatlon that keeps (educators) up with 
o~the1f students, a positive approach, as prin-' ~owever, you are st!ll a teach~r, always train- latest in our field," he said. 
Clpal and new man in the local educational mg to be mor~ effiCient, keepmg ahead (in the JOhn. B~~n is a man who enjoys his work, 
system. ' art) of teaching, and (a big factor) you are and. ~aId:, I am very content in my present 

John Byron was born in Northampton, son" ~ccountable to the Board of Education, Super- pOSltiO~, w?en asked about his future plans. 
of the late John Byron, Sr., a civil engineer mtendent of Schools, teachers and parents." He put It all m proper perspective by saying 
from Hadley, and Barbara Byron, a DInSe by A Large Family "It's a nice feeling when you cm:,e into thi~ 
pro~ession, from North ~ttleborough. John, John lives in Deerfield, Mass., with his wife building (North Street School)." When asked 
Jr. came from a ~arge family with three broth- of four years, Michelene Bush Byron. They to compare students today to those when he 
ers and three SIsters. He attended Hopkins met when they were both teaching in Amherst fi;rst began .teaching, he said, "Looking back, 
Acad:my, graduating in 1959, where he was where she is still a teacher. Michelene w~ kids are kids, and (admitted) they do have 
an actIve student. While at Hopkins, he played from Woronoco, just outside Westfield, and is more pressures these days." 
baseball (third ~ase and left field), was on the a ~adu~te of Westfield High School, and the Recently, North Street School was honored 
Student Cou!lctl, played the. trumpet in the Umverslty of Massachusetts. as one of six schools in the state to receive 
school band, sang in the chorus and, just to As mentioned, John comes from a lar ~ertificatesinrecognitionofthewaytheyhave 
round out the ye~ before college, took part in family, and today, he has his own famil ~~ mtegrated students. with dis::thilitip~ into thp 

the school plays. two girls, Jennifer and Bridget, a son, J~hnl ~egular cl~s rooms. "Yes," Mr. Byron said, 
As his senior year was coming to an end, and two step-sons, Greg and Peter. Education We have mte~ted those students and the 

John was nqt certain of his ,future field of is the name of the game for these five active (honors) are a tnbute to our staff." He also 
endeavor. He began college at American Inter- students. Jennifer is a senior at Boston Col- commented on. th~ very involved Parents! 
national in Springfield, and it wasn't until his lege, Bridget is also at the Chestnut Hill cam- ~eachers Org.anlzatIon, at the school, saying, 
second year that he decided "to go into teach- pus as a freshman, while John is a senior a1 They have given more support to this school, 
in?, p~obably at ~e elementary level." Gradu- Hopkins Academy. Greg continues the educa- more .than ~y ot~er school that I have been 
atmg 1D 1963, WIth a bachelor's degree John tional'trend as a freshman at UMass d h' assoclatewlth,dunngmy·yearsineducation." 
began his teaching career at the Wash~gton brother, Peter, is a senior at Amhe~s~ Hi;~ A~in~: "~e town is very supportive of edu-
Street School in' Springfield, as fifth-grade Sch~l. All five children participate in sports: catIOn. 
teacher. Jenmfer and Bridget play basketball, John is a John Byron was very supportive of a young 

A Career in Education soccer and court player, and Greg and Peter are senator, during his own senior year at high 
Looking back, he said, "Yes, there was a the skiers in the family. school. The young senator went on to become 

certain~ountofapprehension,onmypart,in John said he "was ~nto skiing and jogging, President John F. Kennedy. John greatly 
my first Job ... a new venture, not only for me but due .to an aut~ a~~ldent (back injury) I had admired President Kennedy. "He (President 
but the students, it took a lot of planning, I to c~l s?ch actIVIties, and now, cross-coun- Kennedy) was a good influence on our genera
gained experience and really enjoyed my three try s!?mg IS my sport." He admitted he is "a tion, he was in a position to get people in
years in Springfield." . ' d~finlte Red Sox fan, all through the current volved, as I was in his campaign in Massachu-
John'snextassignmentcoveredsevenyears~ di~appointmentS.'~ In addition to sports, John setts," John said.' 

!towever, it was, what you may call, different enJoys classic;U music, the "Cosby Show", 
At the University of Massachusetts, in Amherst, 
he was a demonstration teacher in a "lab school" 
for fourth- , fifth-, and sixth-graders, where 
?ndergraduates observed teaching techniques, 
1D actual classroom conditions. 

With a decade ofteaching behind him John 
applied and was accepted as principal ~ftwo: 
elementary schools in Greenfield, North and, 
South Street Schools. After a five-year period, 
he was transferred to the Greenfield Middle 
School, where he stayed for eight years. John 
then left his home state for Windsor Locks to ' 

John's own philosophy, he says, "Is very 
simple . . . (based on) respect for others, 
regardless of race and color," adding, "and to 
try to make society a better place." 
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When Robert John ValIuzzi was a young has worked closely with the Knights' handi-
man, he watched his father, John Vall uzzi, When Robert was in high school he double- . cap program for children. His talent with the 
answerthefirecallastheultimatevolunteer dated with a friend. He eventually married' drums has also given him the chance to 
fireman. . the girl he didn't take out that night. She was : perform with the Old Engine Two Fife and 

Today,avolunteerfiremanhimself,Roberl a local girl, Maureen Sproul. They were Drum Corps, a part of the Windsor Locks 
ob~erves his ?wn s?n, R.obert, only 7 ~ as the married in October 1976, the year after sh~ Historical Society. 
tlurd generatIOn, WIth his toy fire engIne and graduated from the local high school. Mau- Robert joined the Windsor Locks Fire 
fire hat, and awaits the day his son can follow reen is the daughter of Langdon and Kath- Department in June of1978. He will receive 
the call of the fire B;larm, as he has, done the leen Sproul. She has a brother, Wayne, and his 10-year pin tomorrow at the annual din-
past decade and his dad before him for 20 a sister Linda. Maureen has worked at the ner-dance of the department. Like his father 
years. . Federai Reserve Bank of Boston during the , before him, Robert is on the department's 

Last month we talked to Robert, on the life past 10 years. , Board of Trustees and Board of Governors. 
of his late father, his own family, his diversi- I He regards the department as a "very dedi-
fied employment career and two volunteer She and Robert have two children - the cated bunch of men ... I became interested 
activities. In the middle of our talk, a fi:re call future fireman Robert and a daughter Sarah :due to my father's involvement and just 
was made, he left home and the writer's 4. Robert, a s~cond-~ader at South Street : couldn't wait to join." 
questions, returning ~ho~ly a~er, read~ to School, enjoys swimming, bowling and base- , . 
resume what makes him tIck. (l m becommg ball. Robert also shares his father's interest I As on~ can readily see, John Valluzzi was 
accustomed to these interruptions, as a in the drums. Sarah who will be attending a reat mfluence on his son, Robert. When 
member of the Fire Commission and as a nursery school in the' fall "just loves to dress . ':S hed who he most admired, he said, "My 

, writer.) _ ' .tat er. He set an example for me to follow 
Some background on the man born in . and (I must say) my best friend." 

Manchester, the son of ~ohn VaJ.luzzi ~nd cabbages and kings I E il 
Jennie Cavanna ValluzZI, who stIll resIdes, p o~e 

"
n town Before young Robert began school JACK REDMOND R~bert John ValluzZIlS a member of that 
. . , speCIal gr f I te ' . the family left Connecticut for Fort Lauder- ! ~up 0 vo un ers In his adopted 
dale, Fla. where John Valluzzi took a posi- up," according to her mother, and is a loyal ~own ~r Wlnds~~ Locks. ~s wife calls him 
tion with a yacht club. In Connecticut he had fan of "Sesame Street." ! ~ a~ ,IVe man: e have trIed to cover these 
been associated with the Manchester Boat ' I ac !VItIes of this concerned family man. He 
and Motor Co. Robert went to school in Flor- ' Yes, Robert plays the drums, saying, "I'v~ strlve~ for the best, which may prove the 
ida but not for long. Mr. Valluzzi became ill beenintomusicsinceIwasseven-years_old.l follOWIng: "It is a funny thing about life; if 
and they returned to Connecticut and set up Not one to j~st bang away on the drum[ you refuse to acce~t ,!IDything but the best, 
a home in Windsor Locks. Robert has a Robert had his own band back in the la you very often get It. 
sister, Karen, who is married to James Hitch- 1970s, cal!ed "OBG.Express." The band, wit 
born. They reside in Southwick, Mass, . a repert?lre of oldies, played rock and roll 

After Robert received his first schooling at a~d mUSIC fro~ the 1950s and 1960s. He also 
Union, he went on to high school where he dI.d some studIO work re.c?rding background 
played baseball and soccer, graduating in w~th the drums. In addition, Robert played 
1974. During his years, from 8 to 12, he was ~Ith other bands, specializing at weddings 
an active young boy, playing Little League In the area. 

and hockey with the Youth Hockey League 
under Coach Bill Stone. 

A Variety of Jobs 

As mentioned, Robert has had a different 
employment career, in that it covered the 
following: an employee at Emhart for more 
than nine years until the strike of 1982; a 
bartender at the Polish National Home in 

town; permittee of the Kzrlghts of Columbus 
Club; driver for Pilot Air Freight; at Terry 
Steam, until the company went out of bus i
ness; and since September of 1987, he has 
worked steadily at the Loomis-Chaffee School 
in Windsor as the assistant grounds superin
tendent. He remembers Loomis well, as a 
hockey player at their rink and the days of 
playing wherever ice was available. 

An Outdoorsman 
J 

When time permits, he's an outdoorsman : 
who enjoys fishing, hunting and tending a : 
small garden at home. Vacations mean " 
"outdoor stuff ... camping and the summer I 

months in New Hampshire." Spectator sports ! 

are limited to rooting for the Yankees. 

Adding to his volunteer action with the 
firemen, Robert has been a member of the 
local Knights of Columbus for the past seven 
years. He is the vice president on the Board 
of Directors of the Building Association. He 

Robert Valluzzi with his son 'Little Robert.' 

Passing the VaUuzzi Legacy 
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Retirement in Florida Differs Greatly from Retirement in Connecticut 
Last month, my wife and I took a week off 

from our retirement life in Connecticut to be 
in the sun and sands of Florida. 

No big deal. Thousands of folks in Con
necticut go south in January, February and 
March, just to get away from the cold and to 
feel the warmth of that 80 degree weather. 

So why am I taking a column to tell my 
story about our week in Florida? Because I 
have finally found out the difference be
tween retirement in Connecticut and retire
ment in Florida. 

Let me explain further. Four years ago I 
retired. Well, not really. I continued writing 
my weekly column about the good people of 

, Windsor Locks, and I found out I didn't mind 
talking to travelers at Bradley Airport as a 
volunteer worker at the two terminals' infor
mation booths. Then I was appointed to the 
Fire Commission. Not a busy schedule for a 
guy who had worked at a steady job for four 
decades. But let me explain a little further. 

A Working Retirement 
In Connecticut, when a man or woman 

retires, they are expected to do other things 
with their spare time. Other things, like 
another job. Because the other people who 
are still in the labor class are always asking, 
"What do you do, now that you are retired?" 
You can't say, "I'm retired and don't do any
thing. ~ght?" What do you mean, you don't 
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do anything. Well, I hope you get the idea. 
Some people spend their time at shopping 
malls, or going out to lunch everyday. That 
can be boring and expensive. 

So my wife and I took off to Florida for a 
vacation and to see how other retirees pass 
the time. It was a great week with that 80 
degree weather and keeping up with the 
weather reports of Connecticut and its 20 
degree weather, without its usual snow. 

Everything was fine. We stayed at a nice 
hotel, right on the beach. If we didn't walk 
the ,beach or swim in the Gulf of Mexico, we 
could use the hotel's heated pool. 

One day we drove up the coast about 30 
miles to visit an old friend and his wife, who 
were from Connecticut and had moved to the 
sunny state four years ago. Of course, they 
were retired. 

Their directions were perfect. We arrived 
in the morning after an hour's ride. We took 
the scenic route, not the faster Route 275. 

They were glad to see us. We had called the 
night before and did not want to surprise 
them. At our ages, surp?ses are not good. 

Their house was comfortable and clean as 
a whistle. Theylivedinaretirementcommu
nity. They told us the trash was picked up 
twice a week. (Not sure how much trash you 
can have that requires twice a week pickup, 
but I live in Connecticut.) They didn't have to 
cut the lawn. This labor-saving job was done 
by the folks who run the retirement commu
nity. 

A Relaxing Retirement· 
In other words, they just sit back and enjoy 

the sun. Their home was not on the beach, 
just off a major highway. Not many homes 
are on the beach. However, we were told we 
could drive to the beach and take a picnic 
lunch. We didn't. 

But I'm getting away from my story about 
retirement. The point is that when you live in 
a Florida retirement community, you are 
retired. You are not expected to work,just to 
enjoy yourself. I guess, down there, no one . 

asks if you have a part-time job. You are 
retired; there's no need for a Job. But when 
you retire in Connecticut, it's a different 
story. At least I see it that way. . 

Please do not get the wrong idea. We love 
and prefer the life in Connecticut. We'll take 
the four seasons, any year. We also admit 
getting away in the winter is great, but the 
way this winter has been, who's complain
ing. 

So all you folks who are retired and have 
decided to stay put, tell all the rest of the 
working folks, you are retired and just be
cause you live in Connecticut, it doesn't mean 
you have to be working. It's great to be busy, 
no argument there, but this latest trip of ours 
opened our eyes to the vast difference be
tween living in the sunshine state and the 
colder but wiser northeast. 

Like the latest greetings, "don't worry, be 
happy." 
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Blarney Spoken Here • • • and Other Fictional Fantasies 
The dictionary defines that popular Irish 

trait of blarney as "smooth, flattering talk .. 
" 
I've never been known to be too smooth, 

flattering, yes. So on this St. Patrick's Day, 
I'~ probably still not smooth, but for this 
week's column, flattering, only to myself. 

This will not be an interview about folks in 
Windsor Locks,just a fantasy trip, which the 
dictionary also says ... must have "a vivid 
imagination, illusion, mental invention, lit
erary or dramatic fiction characterized by 
highly fanciful or supernatural elements, 
and certainly make-believe," so here goes .. 

• A talk with President George Bush, in 
the oval office, about his days in New Haven, 
as a Yale student, and a discussion on world 
affairs. 

• Hitting for the Boston Red Sox, in the 
World Series, last of the ninth, losing 2-1, 
two men on, and I hit a homerun off Orel 
Hershiser of the Dodgers. 

• To be Grand Marshal of the St. Patrick's 
Day parade in New York City. 
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• To play with the Hartford Whaler on the 
line with Ron Francis and Gordie Howe and 
score the winning goal for the Stanley Cup. 

• Coming up to the 18th hole at the TPC in 
Cromwell, with Paul Azinger and Phil Black
mar and I get a bird to win the GHO. 

• Start on the first leg of a trip around the 
world with my wife Rita. 

• Winning the Pulitzer Prize for journal
ism. 

• A private audience with Pope John Paul. 
• To kiss the Blarney Stone on our next 

trip to Ireland. 
• To attend the Masters (for the second 

time), Super Bowl and World Series with 
Arnold Dean. 

• To be the photographer of "Sports Illus
trated" 'magazine, doing their swimsuit is
sue. 

• To sing "My Way" at Carnegie Hall with 
Frank Sinatra. 

• To do a tap dance routine with Sammy 
Davis, Jr. 

• To win the LOTTO, just one time. 
• To make the 25th reunion of the Windsor 

Locks Little"League World Champs a reality, 
next year. 

• To sit in with Jane Pauley and Bryant 
Gumbel on the "Today Show." 

• To watch the television show when Wil
lard Scott announces I'm 100 years old. 

• To write that one great novel and be 
listed on the New York Times Best Sellers. 

• To find the fountain of youth, it it's still 
around. 

• To act with Robin Williams, in any movie 
he wants to do. 

~ To have a beer at the "Cheers" bar in 
Boston. 

• To interview a fantasy list of characters, 
that even Barbara Walters would envy ... 
Marlon Starling, Bart Giamatti, Dan Quayle, 
Sy Preli, Ray Roncari and Nancy Johnson. 

• To enjoy a summer of warm days, cool 
nights and when it rains, only after 9 p.m .. 
.. that's what we need, more Camelots. 

• To talk some real politics with Tip O'Neill 
and Pat Moynihan. 

So there you have it, a few fantasies, and 
definitively, where Blarney is spoken. On 
this most celebrated and happy holidays of 
our ancestors and the wearing of the green, 
a most happy St. Patrick's Day to all. Let's 
add a few words from A.W.E. O'Shaughnessy 
about the Irish: . 

''We are the music-makers, 
And we are the dreamers of dreams ... 
Yet we are the movers and shakers 
Of the world forever, it seems. . . " 



When Terri Marinak was a young girl, she 
wanted so badly to be a Girl Scout. It never 
happened. However, years later, a friend 
became a leader in the Girl Scouts and when 
Terri's dau~hte~ was the right age, she fol
lowed her friend s course of action to become 
a leader. The town of Windsor Locks has had 
the benefit of Terri's talents for the past 
eight years. . 

Today, Teresa McLaughlin Marlnak who 
was bo~n in Herkin~r, N.Y., and grew ~p in 
East Wmdsor and WIndsor Locks is now the . . ' 
servIce urut manager of the local Girl Scouts. 

She is the daughter of Bernard McLaugh
lin, who lives in South Windsor and the late 
Elizabet~ McLaughlin, who was originally 
from Whitesboro,N.Y. The McLaughlins were 
living in East Windsor, and just prior to 
Terri's birth, returned to New York. Terri 
has a brother Bernard and two sisters, 'Mary 
and Margaret. 

Terri is the wife of Thomas Joseph Marl
nak, a native of town, who has been on the 
active side of sports as a player coach and ' 
official in baseball and basketbail. To round 
out their large family, they have four active 
children and little Sam, just six months old. 

Sports Enthusiast 
Tom is the son of George (and the late) 

Mary Marinak, who came to Connecticut 
from Pennsylvania. He has a sister Jackie 
and two brothers, Tony and George. Tom 
graduated from the local high school in 1967 
where he played basketball, a sport he learned 
at the Middle School, besides playing base-
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ball. Baseball was his first sport, which began 
at'the Little League level. 

Tom is' still active in the Men's Winter/ 
Summer basket!>all league, where he does 
double duty as president of the league and as 
a referee. As soon as his sons were old enough, 
Tom became involved in junior basketball 
and the Little League program. 

Tom served six years in the Air National 
Guard and for the past 11 years has been an 
employee at the Finast Warehouse in town. 

As mentioned, Terri lived in East Wind
sor, however, she attended St. Mary's School. 
When she was in the sixth grade, the family 
moved to Windsor Locks. Terri went on to the 
high school, where she graduated in 1971. 
She was a member of the ski club and partici
pated in honor classes at the school. Terri 
and Tom met at a dance and were married in 
1979. 

Family Affair 
The story of Terri and Tom is surely a 

family affair, with five children - Colleen, 
Tom Jr., Jesse, Leo and little Sam. Colleen, 
13, is in the eighth grade at St. Adalbert's 
School in Enfield. She is a Girl Scout, very 
interested in art, and she intends to go to 
Windsor Locks High School. According to her 
mother, Colleen "baby-sits a lot." 

MARINAK/page 15 
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Marinak Family 
The baby-sitting began with Tom Jr., bet

ter known as "T.J." He's nearly 9, and a 
third-grader at the Enfield school. "T.J." is a 
member of the Windsor Locks Water Jets, 
plays soccer, basketball, Little League base
ball, is a Cub Scout (Pack 261) and also 
enjoys judo. "T.J." is also an altar boy at St. 
Robert's Church. 

Jesse, 7, is a second-grader at St. Adal
bert's, a Cub Scout and has begun a career in 
baseball with T-Ball. Leo, 6, a kindergarten 
student at the Catholic school, says he just 
"can't wait until he can join the Cub Scouts." 

Yes, Terri and her children drive up to 
Enfield in the family van every day for school. 
Then there's Sam, six months and "loved by 
all." Before his arrival, they all wanted an
other brother, and they didn't get Samuel, 

"just plain Sam," said Terri. 
Leisure Time 

When Tom isn't working or doing his thing, 
in sports, and Terri is not caring for ~er 
students and Sam, she enjoys crafts, seWIng 
and photography, while Tom spends time 
working out in exercise routi~es. 

Terri said, "the family had one major vaca
tion (before Sam) driving· cross-country as 
far as Oklahoma and Texas, with our pop-up 
tent for camping along the way, with Girl 
Scout and Cub Scout training coming in 
handy." 

Terri, as mentioned, has been involved in 
scouting for eight years, was a lead~r, an.d 
today, in addition to her role as servIce umt 
manager, is a co-leader with Diane Boyko, 
for troop 555. 

Scout Leadership 
What's the role of a service unit manager? 

Under the leadership of the Connecticut 
Valley Girl Scout Council, the service unit 

Is Active In 

Scouts and Sports 



Tom and.Terry Marinak share their enthusiasm for sports and scouting with their family 
and friends. 

manager sees that the local troops are organ
ized and maintained in a gI'ven area, while 
developing a team approach to leader sup
port by directing the work of organizers and 
cQnsultants. . 

The responsibilities are as follows: poten
tial memberships and needs for Brownie and 
Junior troops, suggests agenda items for 
meetings, recommends volunteer adults, 
recruits neighborhood cookie drives, admini
sters program policies and standards, dis
tributes leader packets and reviews contents 
with leaders. In addition, she works with the 
school organizers Sharline Dowd at South 
School and Carol Welch at North Street 
School in getting students interested in scout
ing. 

For the record, Terri said there are 17 
troops in town with 175 girls in the scouting 
program. 

Epilogue 
Two very involved parents, Tom and Terri 

Marinak both agreed they had good teach-

ers-their parents-saying, "We feel they 
with loving kindness, prepared us for adult 
life, including parenthood, and we find it 
rewarding. " 

They have their favorite words ... Terri's 
- "Ask and you will receive, seek and you 
will find, knock and it will be opened to you 
. . . " (Matthew 7); Tom's ....:.. "Life is an 
adventure, so dare to live it." 
. They both are asking, seeking and knock
mg and they surely are daring to live the 
busy life. 

Girl Scouts Appreciate 
Volunteer .Suzanne eyr 

To the Editor: 
I was very interested to read about Guy and 

Suzanne Cyr and their daughters in Jack Red
mond's "Cabbages and Kings" column in your 
December 23rd edition. 

Having had Guy in my high school French 
class, and graduating wittl Suzanne's sister, 
Leslie, I found it fun to read about people I 
know. 

However, I would like to add a postscript to 
Mr. Redmond's column. 

Suzanne in addition to the accomplishments 
that were ~entioned, is also a volunteer Girl 
Scout leader here in Windsor Locks. This is 
her second.year in this role of leading girls -
Daisies last year, and Brownies this year. Fro~ 
what I understand, she was also a leader 1D 

New Hampshire when her fami1~ lived ther:. 
There are at least ten little guls and their 

families who are glad that Suzanne is back in 
Windsor Locks, and we adult leaders who 
have seen Suzanne in action feel that she is an 
asset to our community in yet another way. 

Teresa M. Marinak 
Service Unit Manager 

Windsor Locks Girl Scouts 
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Though Stateside, Soucy Family Has Strong French-Canadian Roots 
Paul Soucy Sr. came to this country Tn 

1965, to visit his late brother, Charlie. It had 
been this French-Canadian young. man's 
"dream to come to the USA." He eventually 
stayed, made Windsor Lock his home. He 
married a Canadian girl, from near his own 
hometown, and they raised a family of three 
sons. 
, Paul also became active in his adopted 

country in the Knights of Columbus, Volun
teer Fire Department, Civil Defense and 
"Old Engine Two."_ 

Both Paul and rus wife, Bernadette, came 
from large families, where "twins ran in the 
family." Besides Paul Jr., the Soueys have 
twin sons, Roger and Richard. 

Paul Etienne Soucy Sr. is the son of the 
late Girared Souey, and Isabelle Soucy, who 
still makes her home in Canada. Paul was 
born in the province of Quebec, near the 
Maine border. Bernadette Turgeon's birth
place was only 18 miles from Paul's, and they 
both grew up in hockey country. Today, they 
still root for the famed Montreal Canadiens. 

Natural Hockey Player 
Paul's father operated the family dairy 

farm, in addition to a local skating rink, and 
even had his own hockey team. To Paul, his 
father was "the biggest sportsman (he) ever 
met." Paul probably learned to skate before 
he was able to walk, playing hockey in the 
winter and soon after, taking up baseball in 
the warmer months. 

Paul has a brother, John, in Canada, and 
a sister, Louiselle Boucher, who lives in town. 
Louisell's twin sister, Lousette, is deceased. 

Paul's better half, Bernadette Estelle 
Turgeon Soucy, grew up with four brothers 
and three sisters, which included a set of 
twins. Their parents were the late Antoines 
and Aurore Turgeon of Canada. Bernadette 
came to the states (1968) to visit her cousin 
in Windsor Locks, and it was here she met 
Paul. Before the stay in Connecticut, she had 
her own hairdressing business. 

Paul and Bernadette were married in 
September, 1970, and have lived on Main 
Street and Spring, before moving to their 
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present home on Whiton 16 years ago. 
Struck by the States 

After Paul's initial visit to Connecticut, he 
returned to Canada for six months to work in 
the post office. However,_for him, the states 
offered more; he returned and has been state
side ever since. 

Paul went to work in East Granby for a 
tree service company. After a year and an
other 12 months with Choice-Vend, hejoined 
Terry Steam. But, with two decades of steady 
employment, the company closed and Paul 
had to start allover again. 

Things do work out. He found another'job 
offer and for the past year has been with 
Warehouse Point Industries, that special
izes in commercial laundry facilities, which 
has included work at hospitals and prisons 
in Connecticut and nearby states. 

Raising a Famlly 
Paul and Bernadette have three sons. Paul 

Jr.,. 17 , is a senior at the high school. He has 
two hobbies, "Building model trucks and 
working on the big (that operate) trucks." 
. Paul's twin brothers Roger and Richard 

were born November 19,1974, which pro
vided, to their parents, "happiness and shock. " 
The boys grew up to play Little League for 
four years, and along with their big brother, 
were involved in the Boy Scouts. They are 
freshmen at high school and are interested 
in computers, especially games on the tube. 
The twins are loyal Red Sox fans while their 
dad is a Yankee fan. 

The mother of this active clan follows th~ 
action on television, when it comes to hockey, 
baseball and her faithful viewing of wres-
tling. ' 

Vacations for the Soucy family is mostly to 
the north, but they have made a trip to sunny 
Florida. Paul Sr., at one time, was an avid 
bowler, but due to his employment and other 
activities, is now just a spectator. 

Paul E. Soucy Sr. and his wife Bernadette 
came from large families where "twins ran 
in thefamily." They have three sons Paul Jr., 
and twins Roger and Richard. 

Paul joined the Knights of Columbus in 
1971 and has been on the board of directors 
of the Riverside Building Association for the 
past eight years and past faithful navigator 
of the Fourth Degree. As mentioned, Paul 
participated in the town's Civil Defense and 
has marched in parades with "Old Engine 
Two." As a member of the Knights ofColum
bus, he has been part of their handicapped 
children's program. 

Volunteer Fire Service 
Being a volunteer fireman runs in the 

Soucy and Turgeon families. Paul was a 
firefighter for three years, in his native coun
try, before moving to town. He joined the 
local volunteers in November, 1987, after 
many years on the waiting list. Bernadette's 
father was active in that line of work , for over 
40 years, as were her brothers. 

In addition to the raising oftbree sons, the 
Souey family did manage to have a little girl 
in their home for six months. Bernadette 
enjoyed her role of baby-sitter for Jennifer 
Lai, who was born in Hong Kong. Jennifer 
returned to her native country for a year ,and 
now resides in East Hartford. The little girl 
still visits the Souey home and they consider 
her part of the family. 

Growing up in Canada, Paul was close to 
his father, who he said was a hard worker. 
He greatly admired him and recalled their 
hunting and fishing expeditions and doing a 
lot more together. 

Bernadette was asked for one word (or 
more) to describe her active husband. After a 
short pause, the girl from Canada said, "Paul 
is my· reason for living here." 

Epilogue 
There are many reasons for people to leave 

their homeland. Paul and Bernadette Soucy 
came here to visit relatives. They met and 
were married and are raising three sons. In 
their adopted country and the boy's native 
land, they have been involved in scouts, 
sports and with dad a volunteer in worthy 
causes and as a firefighter. Yes, there are 
many reasons to come, but Paul stayed for all 
t4e right reasons, and to fulfill a dream. 
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Mary Ann Price Combines Several Careers at Once 
When Mary Ann Gorczycr was a little girl, 

she wanted to be a nurse. She realized her 
dream, and became a nurse. She has added 
the roles of wife, mother, and firm believer in 
"equality of life for men and women," along 
with an active part in women's softball in 
both Windsor Locks and Windsor. 

Today, Mary Ann Gorczycr Price, mother 
,of three small children, with her "supportive 
husband," Richard Price, is president, man
ager and pitcher in the Windsor-Windsor 
Locks Women's Slow-pitch Softball League. 

For the past 19 years, this friendly and 
outgoing lady has combined her nursing 
career, which has included services at a 
prison, Veteran's Hospital and two local 
hospitals, plus playing the game, which she 
refers to as "softball is my thing," a sport that 
began in her hometown of Wethersfield. 

A Wethersfield Native 
She is the daughter of Tedfil and Cather

ine Gorczycr of Wethersfield. Mary Ann has 
a sister, Irene, who she greatly a<4nires and 
a woman who has made a name for herselfin 
engineering. Irene was a standout softball 
player herself, earning All-New England 
honors. 

Mary Ann's husband Richard is the son of 
James and Louise Price, who were Cabbages 
and Kings interviewees back in July, 1981, 
detailing their enthusiasm for owning vin
tageautomobiles. Richard has a sister, Eliza
beth (Beth), married to James Knecht. 
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Back to our active mother, Mary Ann was 
born in Wethersfield, graduating from the 
high school in 1970, where she excelled in 
three sports: soccer, basketball and softball. 
She entered the University of Connecticut, 
to study nursing, imd in 1974, received a 
bachelor of nursing degree from UConn. 

During her freshman year at UConn, she 
met Richard, by way of introduction by his 
sister, Beth. They were engaged by her jun
ior year, and in the fall of 1974, were mar
ried. They have lived in Windsor Locks since 
the wedding day. 

A Career in Nursing 
As mentioned, Mary Ann has had a diver

sified nursing career, which began with a 
year at St. Francis Hospital, the Newington 
Veteran's lIospital for five years, and an
other half a decade at the Prison in Somers, 
which she called, "a learning experience." 
She has worked part-time in the past three 
years at the Mt. Sinai Hospital. 
. Richard James Price is a Windsor Locks 

native, a graduate of the local high school, 
class of 1966. He was drafted into the U.S. 
Army right after high school, spending most 
of his four year tour of duty in Germany. 

Mary Ann Gorczycr Price 

Returning to civilian status, Richard went 
to work for Firestone Tire & Rubber in East 
Windsor, now called Commercial Tire. He's 
been with the tire company for close to 20 
years, as assistant manager, and according 
to Mary Ann, "does a little bit of everything 
in the world of tires." 

Mary Ann and Richard have three grow
ing children: Kate, Debbie and John. Kate, 7, 
is a second grader at South School, and is a 
Brownie, a bowler, and has signed up for tee 
ball. 

Debbie, 6, began Kindergarten last fall. 
Too young for tee ball, she joined the ranks of 
tap dancing at North Street School. The little 
brother in the family, John, 4, is third in the 
family to receive his first introduction to 
education at the Windsor Locks Congrega
tional Church's Nursery School. 

Active in PTO 
In addition to her softball involvement, 

Mary Ann is 'just starting to become active 
in the South Street School PTO." She also 

helps out with Brownie Troop 565. She does 
manage to bowl once a week with the Tues
day morning Womens League at Bradley. 

Richard, a fisherman and hunter, can only 
pursue his hobby, "when he gets a chance," 
said Mary Ann. However, he is active with 
the local Italian-American Club, as its vice 
president and has been a volunteer fireman 
for more than 10 years. 

Some background on women's softball in 
town and Windsor. The league was formed 
15 years ago. Today there are 11 teams, three 
in Windsor Locks (ltaI-American, Roncari 
and Sports Complex), and eight teams in 
Windsor, with over 160 women playing. 
Players must be 18 years old or older. The 
women play on three fields, three in Windsor 
and three in town: Denslow, Southwest and 
the new field on Southwest Avenue. 

Women's Softball 

Mary Ann does triple duty, as the league 
president, manager and the pitcher with the 
!tal-American team. The season starts the 
first week of May and ends the last week of 
July. 

When asked about young girls playing in 
Little League, she said, "T1;ley should have 
the chance to play, it should be open for 
them, if they are able to do it." And speaking 
of ability, Mary Ann requests that if any 
women in town are anxious to play in the 
softball league, call her at 623-5431. 

Epilogue 

Mary Ann Price has many strong feelings 
and is not afraid to express those feelings. 
She believes in "equality in life. Things should 
be open for men and women, be it sports or in· 
the work place." . 

She is first a mother, then a wife and 
nurse, and just to add some spice to her life, 
she chose softball. And who was her mentor? 
Her sister, Irene, of whom May Ann said, 
"Irene gave me something to shoot for ... " and 
Mary Ann Price is going all the way. She is 
anxiously waiting for "play ball." 
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Fireman Ed Malec Jr. Believes in Helping. Others 
For a young man, Edward Joseph Malec 

Jr. has led an exceptionally full lifestyle, not 
only as a volunteer in his home town with the 
Lions and the Windsor Locks Fire Depart
ment, but also as an observer and listener to 
his elders, an airport worker, a father of a 
s~all da?ghter, and husband of a pretty 
WIfe. Ed IS a man who strongly believes in 
"helping others." 

Ed, son of Ed Sr. and Bernice Malec 
. reminisced during our interview last month 
of his days at St. Mary's, working at the high 
school as ajanitor, hunting and fishing with 
his father, and the time when he and friends 
he grew up with all joined Civilian Defense, 
a part of the fire department, at age 15. In 
three years time, they all became members 
of the department. 

Dedicated Volunteer 
Taking everything into consideration Ed 
'd "I' b ' sal, ve een a fireman half my life." To--

day, he's a regular, with the additional re
sponsibility of deputy fire marshal under 
Fire Marshal Jim McKenna. 
, He grew up on South Street, the home of 
his parents, both born and raised in town. Ed 
Sr., a veteran employee at Kaman and his 
wife Bernice Glista Malec raised three chil
dren-EdJr., and two daughters, Linda and 
the late Joanne Malec. 

The Malecs are a well-known family in 
town. Both of Ed's grandparents came from 

-Poland. John Malec, his grandfather, oper
,ated a popular grocery store on South Street. 
He has two uncles, Ted and Vic Malec. Vic 
was the V.F.W.'s 1974 recipient of the Sports
man of the Year Award. 

Ed was not into sports, growing up. "I was'" 
a working man, as a janitor at the high 
school," he said. Sports were left to his father 
and uncles who were ''heavy into sports 
around town." 

Hard Worker 
He delivered the Hartford Times when he 

was 11. At 14, he went to work on a tobacco 
farm and after one day said, "Not for me." Ed 
went on to the high school to do janitorial 
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work. The job paid more than tobacco and 
had some benefits. . 

"We would jump into the swimming pool 
whenever we could, telling the head janitor 
we were picking up the gum offth~ pool floor . 
And it worked," he said. 

Ed tried college, enrolling at Manchester 
Community College, but discovered "it wasn't 
my style," he said. He went to work at Ma
govern Co. for six months. He later became a 
fixture at Reilly's for two years until he 
joined Air-Kaman. Now after 13 years, and 
two changes of names (Combs Gates Bra
dley, and currently AMR, subsidiary of 
American Airlines), Ed has been a steady 
employee in their maintenance department. 

Ed met Gloria Tyrrell of Enfield at a dance. 
It took Ed seven long years of courtship to 
finally marry the 1974 Fermi High School 
grad~ate. On Labor Day, 1982, they were 
mamed by Father Ted Raczynski and have 
lived in town since that date. -

Gloria worked at Combustion Engineer
ing in Windsor for 13 years, until the arrival 
of their daughter Ashley, who will be two 
next month. Gloria is the daughter of Irene 
Bord~ur Tyrrell, who lives in Florida and 
the late Verne Tyrrell. . , 

Avid Traveller 
-As a young boy growing up in town, in 

addition to his stories about St. Mary's ana 
janitorial experiences, Ed recalled the trav
els with his family, from Canada to Florida. 
When he and Gloria honeymooned, they chose 
sunny Hawaii. Since that memorable trip, 
they have seen the sights of Bermuda and 
Las Vegas. 

Speaking of trips, Ed and his father went 
to the back woods of Canada for fishing and 
hunting, ending up living for a week with 
native Indians, who acted as their guides. 
Fishing (including ice fishing) and hunting 
have always been Ed's hobbies. 

Ed Malec Jr., holding daughter Ashley, almost 2, and his wife Gloria reside in Windsor 
Locks. 

Active Club Member 
In addition to the Fire Department, Ed has 

been a member of the local Italian-American 
Club, the Suffield Sportsman Club and the 
N a~ional Rifle Association. During a 10-year 
penod, Ed was an emergency medical tech
nician (EMT) with the Lions Ambulance 
Corps. He was in the pilot class of persons 
earning the EMT qualifications. 

When Ed spoke of joining the Civilian 
Defense at age 15, he readily recalled the 
names of eight young men he grew up with
Bob and Rich Munson, John Duffy, Kenny 
Jeffery, Gary Ruggiero, Richard Price, Dean 
Ribaudo Jr. and Paul Wezowicz. When they 
became of age, Ed and his eight friends 
joined the ~Fire Department on the same 
night. 

Ed could not say "enough good things" 
about the local Fire Department that he has 
been associated with since 1972. In addition 
Ed has served in several capacities in th~ 
"Social Club," a wing of the department, as a 

member of the Board of Governors, and dele
gate to the state convention. In. March, 1979 
he was appointed Deputy Fire Marshal. He 
has served under Fire Chiefs Reilly, Colli, 
Ouellette and the current Chief, Joseph H. 
LaPierre Jr. Ed is deputy under Fire Mar
shal Jim McKenna, and their two fire inspec
tors, Joe Killen and Jack Cannone. 

- Epilogue 
Edward Joseph Malec hasn't forgotten his 

roots and the lessons learned as a young boy, 
and the kids he grew up with, most of them 
having become active volunteers in their 
hometown. 

He greatly admires his parents, saying, "I 
feel they did a good job by us kids, spending 
time with us and giviilg us a well-rounded 
life and (teaching us) how to handle people. 
.. " Gloria Malec best describes her husband 
as "honest." Let me add sincerity that's 
what he is all about. - ' 
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Whether in Sports or in School, 

Mary Jane Hussey Lends Guidance to Young People 
For the past five years, Mary Jane Hussey consisting of daily living, community living, 

has been doing what she enjoysbest-teach- bb d k- and recreation." 
ing special education students 'at the high ca ages an Ings She went on to say, "The students are well-
school. JACK REDMOND behaved, hard-working and I have high 

The former star athlete and coach for expectation for them." Adding a personal 
several years. was.born in North Providence, sports. The coaches at the school were cer- note, "It's the only kind of teaching for me. I 
R.I. She has lived m Holyoke, Mass., Suffield tainly satisfied for a few seasons: Mary Jane intend to complete my master's and continue 
and now resides in town with her husband, played basketball for two years and field to teach special education." 
Jim Hussey. . . . hockey for three seasons (gaining MVP Coaching Young Athletes 

MaryandJlID.areanathleticandcoaching awards). . 11.... J h h dh h f h h "v b 1" 'th .Luary ane as a erowns areo coac -
twosome, W 0 are ery usY peop e WI a In 1982, Mary Jane graduated with a . JVb k tball t Suffi ld High School 
schedule that leaves them only Sunday as add 'al lng-. as e a e .' 
day off. But they are not complaining, just degree in elementary e ucation an speC! coachin~ softball for seventh an? el~hth 
doing what makes life interesting. education, and today she is attending graders In Suffield, JV basketball In Wmd-

Mary Jane Doyon Hussey, also known Westfield State College working to secure sor Locks for a year, and .for the p~t f?ur 
around the halls of Windsor Locks High her master's degree. Jim is also at Westfield, s~asons as coach of the high school s GIrls 
School as just "M.J.," is the daughter of two nights a week, while "M.J." goes one FIeld Hockey Team .. 
Jeanne Caron, who lives in town. Mary Jane night- another reason to classify them as Mary Jane and JIm ~gree .they are very 
comes from a "large" busy people. And, speaking of ~usypeople.~aryJanesdaYln~ludeswalk-
family - with three - herhusband,James l~g andJo~gIn~ ~ well as reading long fic-
brothers all six-foot- tlonal stones. JIm 18 a baseball card collector 

, Michael Hussey is d ti 'ts tte ds th Red S era as she is - Den- f T d J H . . I d t' an ,as me permI ,a n e ox 
nis6 feet 6 inches tall, 'The students are well-be- the son 0 om an Mary ane ussey IS a specla e uca Ion games at Fenway (probably only on Sun-
Gary 6 feet 5 inches, ' Ali~d ~ussHeYl' wkho teacher at the high school. days).. . , 
and Brian who is just haved, hard-working and I resl e m oyo e. AnotheractiVlty,cIosetoMaryJanesheart, 
6 feet tall. She has a have high expectation for ~::W:her a at f~~~~~ of Windsor Locks. He was born in Westfield is the Special Olympics Program, run by the 
sister Michelle (no them.' west, was a Cab- and at the age of 10, Jim and his family Suffield Park and Recreation Department. 
height given). They M J H bages and Kings moved to this sports-minded town, which She has been involved in this worthy en-
are all graduates of ary . ane ussey interviewee back in suits this active couple. Mary Jane continues deavor since her senior year in high school, 
Suffield High School. June, 1980. The to play softball and Jim plays in the men's which takes place on Saturdays, from Janu-

Dennis played bas- Husseys have a softball league. ary to June. 
ketball and was on the daughter, Betsy, Gaining Teaching Experience 
track team; Gary, baseball and basketball; and another son, Thomas. When Mary Jane returned home after her 
and Brian was a soccer player. So, with that Jim is a 1974 WLHS graduate, who, college years, her first teaching position was 
legacy it was not surprising that Mary Jane immediately upon graduation, began work- as a teacher's aide in Suffield. She worked six 
was the "first girl to score 1,000 points at ing for Hamilton Standard. Jim will have 15 months in Suffield and six months in En-
Suffield High School." The versatile young years' service at Hamilton Standard this field, in her chosen field of special education, 
lady earned 11 letters in field hockey, soft- year.Hebeganintheshopandnowworksin this time as a substitute. The next school 
ball and basketball, making All-Conference the office as a senior process planner. As year found her in Windsor Locks at South 
many times during four years in high school. mentioned, Jim now attends Westfield state School as "Resource Room teacher, provid-

Balancing Sports and Academics to earn his degree. ing individual help (for certain students) on 
Saying, "That's all I did (sports) in high Where did they meet? On the ball field. skills they were lacking." 

school," Mary Jane chose to attend the Uni- Mary Jane was playing softball in the Wind- In 1984, Mary Jane became the special 
versity of Maine, in Farmington, because it sorlWindsorLocksWomen'sLeagueandJim education teacher at the high school and 
was not an athletic school. She enrolled in was then a coach. Obviously, it was a case of today has nine students, ages 12 to 19, from 
the university's special education program, coach meets player and in June 1986, they Windsor Locks, Suffield, East Granby and 
which she was interested in pursuing. The were married. Simsbury, in what she calls "a self-contained 
school was small enough for her to play They decided to live in Jim's adopted town class, teaching functional academic skills 

Epilogue . 
When asked who she most admired, Mary 

Jane took a moment and responded, "My 
mother, I'm a lot like her, she has always said 
'Live life to the fullest' ... and (I guess) that's 
why I keep going and why I teach, trying to 
help my students." Adding, "I eIijoy my jog
ging time, it's my time for myself, and jog
ging helps in other ways." 

This is the story of Mary Jane Hussey, 
former star athlete, now coach and teacher. 
To paraphrase words by Robert Fulghum, 
that apply to this friendly and concerned 
young lady ... Teaching is not something you 
wish for, it's something you make, some
thing you do, something you are, and some
thing you give away ... 
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Frank "Jasper" Maltese Proudly Wears Four Hats In His"Hometown 
Last month, we interviewed Frank Mal

tese, better known to the native folks in 
Windsor Locks, as just "Jasper." 

Talking to Frank and his sister, Josephine, 
brought back memories of a prior conversa
tion in their comfortable home on Smith 
Street, seven years ago, with their mother, 
Jennie Maltese. . 

The matriarch of this active family passed 
away last July, at the age of 99 and six 
months. It was true, to know her was to love 
her. 

Frank, Josephine and this writer remi
nisced over the family activities of their 
brothers, sister, father and of course, Jennie. 

This visit was to cover the dedicated serv
ices of Frank Joseph Maltese, a Korean vet
eran, who has held memberships in the 
Knights of Columbus, V.F.W., American 
Legion and the Windsor Locks Volunteer 

cabbages' and kings 
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Fire Department. Frank's story is another 
good example of the town's native sons, who 
were steady workers all their life, and joined 
organizations where being a volunteer was a 
reason to join. 

Frank also has a sister, Anna LaFountain 
of Windsor Locks, two brothers, Nick and 
Peter. Nick and his wife, Madeline, live in 
Suffield, while Peter and his wife, Joyce, are 
local residents. It's a close knit family, with 
card playing one of the family's past times. 
The father ofthis clan, "Sam" Maltese, passed 
away in 1976. 

Frank was born on Oak Street, educated 
locally, and when World War II was de
clared, Frank went to work in the local paper 
mill. His brothers, Nick and Peter, went into 
the army. Frank was needed on the home 
front, to help the family. 

Worked at Dexter's For 35 Years 
The years that followed found Frank work

ing at the mill for a four-year period, two 
years in the army, a year at Canada Dry in 
Hartford, another four years at Montgomery 
and in 1983, retired from Dexter's with 35 
years of faithful service. 

Regarding Frank's two years in the arm, 
he was inducted on Valentine's Day, 1951. 
After basic training in Missouri, he was off to 
the Kor~an War, spending a year, where the 
winters were "60 below and the summers 
hot." Upon leaving the Korean mainland, he 
did additional time in Japan, saying, "Iloved 
it, a beautiful country." Looking back Frank 
said, "It was the best two years of my life." 

He returned home arid continued his 
employment at Dexter's. It was also Frank's 
time to join up, volunteer and he did just 
that. He became a member of the local 
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. During the years Frank served on the 
committee for the annual "Sportsman Of 
The Year," the popular sports night, which 

Frank 'Jasper' Maltese is shown here at a 
military base in Korea in the 1950's. 

has honored many of the local men and has 
included noted celebrities as guests. In addi
tion, Frank took part in the V.F.W.'s min
strel show, when they were popular in this 
area. His "great singing voice," according to 
Josephine, was one of the highlights of those 
shows. 

BXUght of The Year in 1976 
There are two other chapters in Frank's 

life ... the KofC and the Fire Department. In 

1975, he joined the Knights, and down 
through the years has served on the council's 
handicapped program and was instrumen
tal, for over a decade, organizing a bowling 
tournament for the handicapped. For his 
efforts, Frank was chosen the 1976 "Knight 
of the Year." 

Long before he entered the army, back in 
1947, Frank Maltese joined the Windsor 
Locks Fire Department. He served more than 
20 years in the organization which he calls 
"Just great." He remembers well the fires 
around town, as a volunteer, and the fire 
chief-Deming, Murray, Wallace, Carroll, 
Reeves, Russell, Reilly and Colli-that he 
served under. 

Has Bowled For 25 Years 
Frank has been a bowler around town for 

the past quarter of a century. Today, he hits 
the big pins with the seniors. (He's also a 
member of the Senior Citizen Club). As for 
travels ... herecallstwotripsthatstandout ... a 
pleasure trip to the island of Jamaica and a 
trip, much more eventful. Three friends got 
into a car, left Windsor LOcks and went west 
to Yellowstone Park and surrounding states. 
The three were Frank, Jack Pizzalle and 
Charles Wezowicz. Frank is a Dallas Cowboy 
fan and roots for the Red Sox, but says, "They 
never come thru for me ... " maybe this year, 
Frank. 

Josephine had this to say about her 
brother ... "We take care of each other ... he's a 
wonderful brother, helps me around the house 
and keeps the yard beautiful." Frank also 
had kinds words for former President Ron 
~agan ... "The best president we ever had ... " 
(couldn't be any kinder than that) 

Epilogue 
Frank "Jasper" Maltese is your ultimate 

volunteer, be it the KofC, veterans or as a 
fireman: Frankjoins the long list of Windsor 
Locks citizenry who dedicate many hours of 
their time to worthy projects Reminds one of 
the words of Mother Teresa ... "We can do no 
great things; only small things with great 
love ... " 



Columnist Redmond Celebrates 14 Years Writing Cabbages and Kings 
BY JULIE COX 

Staff Reporter 
John P. "Jack" Redmond will 

celebrate 14 years this May as a 
weekly collimnist of his Cabbages 
and Kings article depicting local 
residents in the Windsor Locks 
Journal. 

Mr. Redmond said he always 
brags that he never misses a week 
and he keeps a backlog of unpub
lished articles to use when he's away 
on vacations. 
Mainly, his ar-
ticles are best 

contains every article he has done 
including 605 actual interviews. 

Mr. Redmond's many articles are 
used by other community members 
as a source of information. 

Used As Source of Informa
tion About Residents 

Recently, when Windsor Locks 
residentAnnBollea was nominated 
to receive the town's community 
service award, Mr. Redmond was 

studied journalism first, then re
ceived an accoqnting degree from 
the University of New Haven after 
moving back to Connecticut. 

Now a retired accountant from 
Combustion Engineering in Wind
sor, Mr. Redmond has always con
tinued his interest in writing. "The 
Windsor Locks Journal has been 
my vehicle for writing," said Mr. 
Redmond. 

Also, since 
retirement, Mr. 
Redmond is in
volved in other 

known for their 
local appeal and 
recognition of 
Windsor Locks 
residents. 

'/ will continue to write as long as I'm able to write 
about people in Windsor Locks. When I started out, 

activities which 
keeps his sched
ule busy. He 
volunteers at 
the information 
center at Bra
dley Interna
tional Airport. 

~ I had no idea I would be doing it this long.' . 
~'I like to 

emphasize the 
wonderful 
people in Wind-
sor Locks," said 
Mr. Redmond. 
Although he has had few refusals, 
he's constantly seeking new sub
jects. He keeps a list handy of pro
spective interviewees and when he 
finds a new subject, he jots the 
name down on his list. 

His creative flow.comes from an 
upstairs room in his Pershing Road 
home. Covering the walls are. pic
tures and memorabilia from past 
interviews and acquaintances with 
famous people. A library of books 

Jack Redmond 
Windsor Lock Journal Columnist 

contacted to retrieve information 
from an article he had written about 
her a few years ago which'listed her 
many services to the town. Some
day, he hopes to contribute his 
articles to the Hi~torical Society in 
town, he said. 

His interest in journalism began 
early on when he studied journal
ism at a city college in California. "I 
always wanted to be a sports 
writer," said Mr. Redmond who 

Seeking to ful
fill an interest in 
town' affairs, 

last fall he became a member of the 
fire commission which he describes 
as a ''learning experience." He said, 
"As an average person, I've l~arned 
a lot." 

~dmondIsSportsFanatic . 
As a sports fanatic, Mr. Redmond 

enjoys watching baseball and golf 
and today he belongs to the Com
bustion Engineering golf league. 
At 66, Mr. Redmond said he will 

. still continue to f 
write. 

"I will con
tinue to write as 
long as I'm able 
to write about 
people in Wind
sor Locks," he 
said. "When I 
started out, I 
had no idea I 
would be doing 
it this long." 

is travelliDg. Mr. 
and Mrs. Red
mond have trav
elledextensively 
and met many 
celebrities along 
the way. 
Friendly and 

Outgoing 
Although Mr. 

One reason 
he enjoys writ
ingis because it 
keeps his mind 
active, he said. 
To formulate 
each story, Mr. 
Redmond fol
lows an outline 
with facts about 
the person. 

Cabbages and Kings columnist 
John P. "Jack" Redmond stand in 
front of the fireplace mantle. 

Redmond's na
ture is friendly 
and outgoing, he 
believes part of 
his success in 
meeting famous 
people is being 
pushy. It was a 
childhood dream 
to go to Fenway 
Park in Boston, 
he said. In one 
instance, he ob

From there,. he creates a story. 
"I enjoy creating a story. I firmly 

believe everyone has a story and 
their life should be told," he said, 
adding that he wishes he knew more 
about his own family. He also wrote 
his own autobiography at one time 
for future Redmond generations to 
enjoy. 

"rve always wanted to be involved 
in newspaper work. I've reaq,hed 
my goal," said Mr. Redmond. An-. 
other interest he and his wife share 

Staff Photo by Julie Cox 

tained press credentials to get in
side and met some of the players. 
Aside from spol't8, ~r. Redmond 
has been to several state-wide po
litical conventions. 

SOlite of the people he has met in 
his travels include entertainers 
Angela Lansbury, John Davidson, 
Bob Hope and Sammy Davis Jr. He 
has met Hartford Whalers Captain 
Ron Francis and Wayne Carlton, 
former' President Gerald Ford, 
golfer Fuzzy Zoeller and baseball 

REDMOND/page 9 

1955 
John "Jack" Redmond recently 
celebrated 14 years as a weekly 
columnist for the Windsor Locks 
Journal. His column, titled "Cab
bages and Kings," depicts local 
residents and the people of 
Windsor Locks. He is a retired 
accountant from Combustion 
Engineering. 

WINDSOR LOCKS Redmond about the people in town and their 
important contributions. "It's re
ally a great town," he said. "There 
are so many volunteers and I'm 
doing my part because I'm writing 
about these people, not only about 
volunteers, but everyone else" he onrnal 
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Aiumni Notes 

Continued From Page 1 

players Jim Rice and Jack Harsh
man. 

Aside from meeting the stars, 
Mr. Redmond will continue to write ~d. ' 
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John Trainer Jr., One of Town's Bright Stars in Two Sports 
John Trainer Jr. was one of Coach Dan 

Sullivan's key basketball players the past 
two successful seasons at Windsor Locks 
High School. 

Before telling the story of young John, a 
senior, he joins a long list of fellow perform
ers who have been subjects of prior Cabbages 
and Kings interviews, along with their fami~ 
lies (some of these future court stars were in 
grade school and not familiar names on the 
sports pages of the WLJ). Names like ... 
Cunningham, Bravakis, Davies, Russillo, 
Collins, Simonetta and Tharaldson. 

John, son of John Sr. and Mary Trainer, 
had already made a name for himself in the 
sixth grade basketball program, Midget 
Football, Little League, and as a star player 
on Coach Pat Scelza's football team. 

The Trainer family have been residents of 
Windsor Locks since 1978, coming from 
Astoria, Queens (in the borough of NYC) 
originally r after a short stay in West Haven, 
five years in Naugatuck, and then to their 
adopted town. Our gain was very evident 
when John began participating in the local 
sports scene. 

Found Big Difference in Connecticut / 

Looking back, the family agreed, ''\Ve found 
a big difference in Connecticut (from Queens), 
it was country, very conservative - we now 
love the town and a good place to bring up the 
children ... " 

John Trainer Sr. spent three years in the 
Army (1962-65), worked for the New York 
City Board of Education, married Mary Olmoz 
(April 1967). They were both born and raised 
in Queens, coming to Connecticut in 1972, 
joining AT&T, which has been his steady 
employment for the past 17years. Mr. Trainer 
was a familiar spectator (along with Mary) 
at their son's games, carrying the family 
movie camera to document the team's and 
John's action on the court and gridiron: 

The younger John, also known to his class
mates as "J.T.," began his Windsor Locks 
education at the age 7, the second grade at 
South School. John's first taste of sports was 

cabbages and kings 
JACK REDMOND . 

under the coaching of Mike Heneghan at the 
Saturday morning sessions on the basket
ball court. He played in the Little League 
program; however, he admits basketball and 
football are his sports. He has earned letters 
in both sports at the high school, playing all 
four years. In football, as a wide receiver, 
John was named to the All-Conference team. 

Conducts His Own Saturday Morning 
Sessions 

For the past two years, John has paid back 
(for his own Saturday morning sessions) by 
coaching the young boys coming up, along 
with help from Russillo, Collins and last 
year's star, Mike Mascaro. 

John's football learning experiences came 
at a young age. He started in the third grade 
and played six seasons in the local Midget 
Football program. John's father was one of 
the coaches during those years. Mr. Trainer 
also has had a career in sports, playing 
sandlot football, baseball, handball, and at a 
local swimming pool in his Long Island city. 

Personal Data 
Some personal notes on "J.T." ... his favor

ite television show is "Cheers;" when it comes 
to food, it's pizza; and for music, rock and 
roll. However, that popular type of musical 
sound had to take a back seat in this month's 
annual high school Broadway show, "Carni
val." John was in the chorus, along with 
fellow basketball stars Sean, Dan (the other) 
John, and two Mikes. 

When asked what was his favorite sport, 
he felt football and basketball are different, 
and he just enjoys playing both. Case in 
point ... certain games stand out in John's 
career. In football, it was the 1988 game with 
Valley Regional. Windsor Locks won the 
game and the shoreline team went on to win 

John Trainer Jr. 

the Pequot title. Two basketball games are 
well remembered. The 1988 contest in South 
Windsor, when the Sullivan boys beat Port
land, 67-60, and earned the right to play 
Avon in the finals of the Class CIS" tourney. 
And one, all local fans will remember, the 
victory over Ellington this year by the score 
of 57-54. 

Future plans for John ... college, either 
Springfield College or the University of 
Hartford. Basketball in college? Possibly. 
He's thinking of "staying in sports area," as 
a major in sports administration, or even as 
a sports agent. John follows the Yankees and 
Dave Winfield. His dad still roots for the New 
York teams - Yankees, Rangers, Knicks 
and Jets. You can take the man out of the big 
city, but the true New Yorker remains loyal. 

John Trainer Jr. says he roots for the 

'Sometimes John would play in 
spurts, but then he would always 
come through in the second half 
of the season. ' 

Coach Dan Sullivan 

underdog. To explain, he was asked who he 
most admired. After a few moments, the 
young man could not name any individual 
but said, in so many words ... Windsor Locks 
is the small town, the small school and, at 
times, considered the underdog. Especially 
when playing the likes of Avon, Ellington or 
Old Saybrook. He feels the Raiders may not 
be given any chance of winning but the boys 
who learned to play under Mike Heneghan, 
and developed under Dan Sullivan always 
showed true grit, win or lose, and were in the 
game. Adding to his comments, John has 
played, since the second grade, with Ludden, 
IVl~scaro, Collins, Russillo and Stoppa, and 
as Coach Sullivan remarked after the final 
game, "these players have brought back 
basketball to Windsor Locks," 

EPILOG: 

John Trainer Jr. off the field, shy and gives 
the appearance of the strong, silent type, is 
very competitive on the court and field, and 
if he plays in "spurts," was there, when the 
big play was required. 

His mother's comments ... "John is always 
busy, very generous to his friends, and the 
word "loyal" was added by his father. They 
kidded John that when it was time to cut the 
lawn, John would say, "I've got to go play 
football or basketball." I was reminded ofthe 

. words of ex-slugger Harmon Killebrew and 
I'm sure John Sr. and Mary would agree: "~Iy 
father used to play with my brother and me 
in the yard. Mother would come out and say, 
'You're tearing up the grass.' "We're not 
raising grass,' Dad would reply, 'we're rais
ingboys.' " 
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Couple Handle Different Careers Successfully 
Randy and Kathy Minde have their own 

careers. He's a teacher, an enthusiastic 
motorcycle side-carracer, while she's a "Day
Care Provider." Both are successful in their 
chosen fields, along with being the parents of 
two active boys, Randy Jr. and Joey. 

When you stop and analyze their careers, 
Kathy can rightfully be called a teacher, with 
six children-plus their young sons-being 
cared for on a daily basis. Kathy, the more 
conservative one in the family, said, "They're 
good kids (under her wing), it's a busy time 
but I do enjoy it." Randy summed up their 
busy scheduled with, ''We move along ... " 

They met more than 10 years ago and were 
married in 1980. Kathy wanted to care for 
her firstborn, so with much enthusiasm (a 
family trait), began anew career, while Randy 
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pursued the role of teacher , along with a very 
unusual sport, with a friend, riding motor
cycles on ice. 

Before baby care, teaching and Randy's 
hobby, a few lines on these two friendly 
Windsor Locks residents of eight years. 
(Kathy had actually lived in town as a young
ster.) 

Kathy Hancock lived in Enfield until she 
was five, the daughter of the late Frank 

: Hancock, and Jane Heon, who lives near her 
I daughter's home in town. Kathy went to the 
I local schools, graduating with the high school 
class of1976, and looking back, she said, "In 
school and out." She has now blossomed in 
her role as mother and day-care administra
tor. She has a brother, Frank, of West Suf
field, two sisters, Nancy, who lives in town, 
and Carol, married to Dr. Edward 
Jaroszewski. They live in Hartford. 

Named For Randolph Scott 
Her husband, Randolph A. Minde, was 

CAREERS /pag'e 5 
The Minde Family poses for a family portrait (from left) Randy Minde, Joey 3, Randy Jr. 6, and Kathy Minde. 
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named by his mother, after movie star Ran
dolph Scott. Randy's mother, now deceased, 
was Nenebelle Minde, originally from Mis
sissippi. His dad, Alfred Minde, now lives in 
Margate, Fla. Randy has a brother, Mike, a 
2O-year Navy veteran stationed in Virginia, 
and two sisters, Denise and Lorraine, both of 
whom live in upper New York State. 
, Randy was born in Corning, N.Y. but was 

raised in Newark, N.Y., in the Finger Lakes 
area. He calls himself a "farm boy" because 
his folks lived near some farms, with Randy 
playing and working with his friends who 
were farmhands, and Randy helping them 
milk cows and pitch hay before and after 
school hours. 

In June 1968, Randy had just graduated 
from high school and received his draft no
tice into the Army. He said, "It was the last 
heavY draft of the Vietnam period." He was 
trained at Fort Dix, N.J. and Fort Bliss, 
Texas, before being shipped to Germany for 
more than a year. 

Service Years Were Great 
Randy "saw a lot of Europe" ~d felt the 

two years in the Army were "great." He was 
Sgt. Randy Minde, a 19-year-old, as tank 
commander with a crew of five, in Air De
fense Artillery. In June 1970 he was dis
charged. He came to Connecticut because his 

father had relocated to Meriden. He took a 
job as pipe welder (not knowing this line of 
work would be his career). After two years, 
he left the outside work for Hamilton-Stan
dard, staying three summers. His next job 
was at Combustion Engineering in Windsor, 
which lasted seven years. It was there he met 
Kathy. When they married, Kathy stayed on 
at C-E until, as she said so eloquently, "I left 
for motherhood." 

Back to Randy ... he decided to attend the 
Technical Careers Institute in Windsor. This 
is the way Randy tells it: "In October 1974 I 
stopped in to enroll for a course in welding. 
(After the proper credential were noted), 
they offered me a position as teacher - an 
offer I couldn't refuse." Now after nine years, 
Randy is manager of the welding depart
ment, teaching "all phases of welding." 

Day Care Center Started 
Another career change... In September 

1983, Kathy, as mentioned, wanted to raise 
her own children at home, so the best way 
was to open her own at-home day-care cen
ter. Randy is very supportive of Kathy's 
ventl.J.l'e in the care of their sons and other 
children. During the day, young Joey, age 3, 
is home but in the fall will begin nursery 
school. Randy Jr., age 6, is in kindergarten at 
the South School. He is not into motorcycles 
yet, but has started "T-B all , " enjoys swim
ming, and roots for the Red Sox. 

The Minde family did manage a trip to 
Disney World in Florida and some cottage 
time at the shore. Randy does not follow the 
Red Sox and admits he probably wouldn't 
know a Boggs from a Winfield, but could tell 

you the top road racer and motorcycle star. 
Randy also is a man who enjoys fishing and 
hunting, and especially "playing with the 
boys." 

His fun hobby is motorcycle ice racing. 
From January to the time when ice melts on 
the ponds, you'll find Randy and his best 
friend, Rick Wasilausky of Coventry, racing 
their motorcycle on the ice, mostly in Sturbr
idge, Mass. They say a picture is worth a 
thousand words. In Randy's case, a vide
otape of Randy and Rick in action saved 
Randy making a long explanation to this 
writer, who had never seen this fast action 
before. He said there were no such races in 
Connecticut, and the closest is the famed 
Sturbridge area. In addition, they have raced 
in Maine and Lake George in New York. 

This type of action, with motorcycle and 
sidecar, is called "Sidehack." There are dif
ferent classes of motorcycles (in races), with 
their cycle in the "500cc class, size of motor. " 
Rick and Randy have been racing on ice for 
10 years, all, he said "for the fun and thrills 
of racing," with many trophies to show for 
their hobby. Rick, a big man, drives the cycle, 
with Randy riding the side car, and a definite 
role to play, especially on the corners of the 
icy track where technique plays a large part 
in how the machine takes the turns. 

Randy and Rick are close in their special 
sport activity, with Randy adding, "Rick was 
best man at our wedding." Randy belongs to 
the American Motorcycle Association, Spring
field Motor Club, and the National Rifle 
Association. 

The New York native said, when asked 

who he most admired, "My father, who was a 
hard worker (in construction) all his life, and 
taught me to strive for the best in whatever 
career you follow ... " 

EPILOG 
Kathy and Randy Minde are following 

different careers, teaching, raising children 
(at home) and, for him, something extra 
special, that takes-skill and daring, and he's 
not kidding when he says ... "we move along." 
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His Game Is Golf 

Vietnam Was Only Part 
Dennis Joseph McGroarty Jr. came from 

the Boston area, served overseas during the 
Vietnam conflict, has worked in the electric 
power business for the past two decades, and 
has been an active member of the local Vet
erans of Foreign Wars since 1972. 

When you talk to the big guy, he has one 
real hobby - the game of golf. He shoots in 
the 80s at Oak Ridge and his claim to fame in 
this gentlemen's game was playing with a 
few celebrities on one occasion. However, 
there's a lot more to Dennis :- his wife, 
Carmen, and their daughter Kelly, a high 
school student. Based on the family heritage, 
Kelly was properly named. 

Dennis was born~ Quincy, M~s., lived in 

cabbages and kings 
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South Boston until he Was four, then the 
family moved to nearby Weymouth, all close 
to Fenway Park. Another. event, which we 
will go into later, made this native Bostonian 
a Yankee fan. His mother, Mary Connors 
McGroarty, still resides in Weymouth. Den
nis' father, the late Dennis McGroarty Sr., 
was originally from Quincy. Dennis has a 
brother, Brion, who lives in Martha's Vine
yard, and two sisters, Maura and Noreen, 

wi~~ have kept their Boston connection ah 

residents of Dorcester. . 
Dennis graduated from Weymouth High 

School in 1965, where he was on the track 
team and defenseman on the hockey squad, 
with ice time in many of the Boston area 
rinks. 

His first job after high school was at the 
Fall River Shipyards, as a welder, but a few 
months later he received a draft notice. 
Saying, "1 decided ~ enlist (for.~ "Years), 
volunteering for helicopter traimng. 

Trained at Many Camps 
Dennis received training at various camps 

around the States -New Jersey, Alabama" 
Virginia and Kansas, specializing in avia-

'There was no doubt, we were 
ostracized (by many civilians), we 
just didn't fit in ... ' 

Dennis Joseph McGroarty Jr. 

tion maintenance. His next assignment w~ 
'in Vietnam, spending 13 months in the war 
zone "mostly aircraft recovery, picking up 
dam~ged aircraft and putting them back for 
future use~" He was discharged in January 
1969 in Savannah, Ga., where he was sta
tioned for a few months after his tour of duty 
in the Far East. He found the city of Savan
nah, seaport and olde~t city in Georgia, a 
"beautiful city." 

Looking back at that time of his young life, 
Dennis frankly admitted (as a returning 
vet), "There was no doubt, we were ostra
cized (by many civilians), we just didn't !it 
in ... " He did the job the country wanted him 
to do, and soon he did fit in. Indeed, Vietna~ 
was only a part of his life. --

Dennis left the sunny South for a taste of 
New York City, enrolling at the Academy of 

I Aeronautics at LaGuardia Airport to secure 
a government license to work on aircraft. He 
lived in Jackson Heights for two months. He 
switched to the 3M Company in Manhattan. 
That lasted a year. It was at this junction of 
his career that he made the big decision -
coming to Connecticut and joining the Con
necticut Light & Power Co. He lived in Rocky 
Hill (where Carmen and Dennis lived after 
their wedding) for a short time and then 
moved to Windsor Locks in 1973. He worked 
out of the Enfield office as a linesman for the 
next 15 years. He made another move before 
his current job ... working in Southington for 
the Connecticut Valley Electric Exchange. 
In January 1988 Dennis took a job with the 
New England P~wer Exchange with head-
quarters in West Springfield. -

Met His Future Wife in 1969 
In 1969, Dennis met Carmen Larocque by 

way of introduction by a friend, an~ they 
were married a year later. Carmen 1~ ~~~ 
daughter of Lucienne Larocque, now hVIng 
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of Dennis McGroarty Jr.ls Life 
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in Florida, and the late Harold Larocque, 
who were from Canada. She grew up in 
Newport, Vt., close to the Canadian border. 

I She was asked how the winters were ... 
, ~ "cold." (Ask a silly question.) 

, Carmen came to Connecticut to work and , I live with relatives. She has a sister, Michele, 
who lives in the San Francisco area. The past 

I two years she has been working at Aetna. 
The McGroarty family has lived in town 

since 1973. Their daughter, Kelly, 15, is a 
I freshman at the high school. Her dad calls 

her the "athlete in the family." She proved 
that by making the school's field hockey 
team and has now taken up the game of golf. 
Even Carmen has taken to the links, and the 
three will soon be hitting the ball at Oak 
Ridge. 

Dennis joined the V.F.W. in 1972 and has 
been active, chairing the annual Fishing 
Derby and as co-chairman of the Sports Night 
one year, and serving on the committee of 
this local popular affair in other years. He 

< feels the V.F.W. is a "good organization·and 
a great lobby for veterans' benefits. " 

Vacations are Golf or The Beach 
Vacation time is either spent on the golf 

course or traveling to the beaches of Maine. 
.-! ~ .. / .. """ N" ..................... y .. .. ...... ." .. .. 
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His spectator sport is baseball and it was in 
1967, when the St. Louis Cards beat the Red 
Sox in the World Series, it was too much for 
Dennis to take ("They blew it"), so he soon 
became a Yankee fan. 
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His golfing highlight ... two years ago, 
Dennis was in Martha's Vineyard and par
ticipated in a tournament. He was chosen to 

I play with two celebrities - John Brodie, 
i former great football star with the San Fran
cisco 4gers, and Doug Sanders, veteran golfer 
and renowned flashy dresser and equally 
flashy golfer. Both men are currently on the 
Senior Tour. Dennis remembers the great 
day of golf, having kind words for both gen
tlemen, adding "fantastic" in describing Mr. 

A golfing highlight in the life of Dennis McGroarty Jr. (right), of Windsor locks, was Br~~~s was asked who he most admired: 
playing golf with golf pro Doug Sanders two years ago at Martha's Vineyard. ' His choice (among others) brought back 

memories of Ivan Roger Lunn. The late Mr. 
Lunn was a C&K interviewee in March of 
1984. He was a former V.F.W. Commander. 
Dennis admired "his style, was always 
straight-forward." Dennis is straight-forward 
himself, when he described his personal 
philosophy, saying, "Live today ... you're 
gone a long time." 

EPILOG 
For Dennis Joseph McGroarty Jr. it has 

taken a few changes of jobs to finally settle on 
a career in the world of electric power. He 
also settled on golf as his game. 
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High Praise For Coach Sullivan 

Tom Koren 
This is a story of where and how one of 

Windsor Locks brightest basketball stars is 
doing since he left his mark back in 1969. 

The boy was Tom Koren. Yes, it's been 20 
years. Today, Tom is still a big guy at six
four, an electrician by trade, who has trav
eled the country, finding himself, working at 
his career, returning to Connecticut, getting 
married, settling down, to a degree. 

He hasn't forgotten the glory days under 
Coach Dan Sullivan - who he gives credit 
for the success of high school sports - and 
the. young men he played with back in the 
late '60s. 

Thomas Joseph Koren, son of Joseph and 
Lorraine Koren who still live in town, has 
been a resident of Windsor for the past six 
years, and now with his wife, Barbara, will 
move to the country-Pleasant Valley in the 
town of Barkhamsted. 

cabbages and kings 
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In a recent edition of the New Haven 
Register, I came across some interesting 
facts with the naming of the 1989 All-State 
Basketball team and, in addition, the AlI
Time roster, going back to 1949. Windsor 
Locks has had a few outstanding players 
named to this select group over the years ... 
Russ Jubrey in 1957, Charles Sidway in 
1958, Dave Linqua and Bob Fraher in 1961, 
Dave Linqua in 1962, Tom Koran in 1969. 
Also included in the 1950 group was Russ 
Mattesen, then of Stafford Springs, now a 
resident of town, and well known as man
agerofthe 1965 Little League Wocld Champs. 

Speaking of young men who played bas
ketball, the following were teammates of 
Tom -John Scanlon, Billy Campbell, Steve 
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Life after High School Basketball 

Former Windsor Locks High School basketball stars from the school's 1969 team (from left) Vinny Colapietro, Tom Koren and Tom 
Guglielmone. . - . 
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Koren 
Continued From Page 3 

Szykula, Steve Scherer, Dale Misiek, Fran 
Aniello Jr., Leonard Jubrey, Brian Foster, 
John Carnevale, Vmny Colapietro and Tom 
Guglielmone, to name juSt a few. 

He's A Native Son 
Tom Koren is a native son, attended the 

local schools and graduated from the high 
school in 1969. He also played for Coach 
Sullivan on the soccer field, only in his senior 
year, as goalie, and recalled having only two 
goals scored against him during the season. 
In basketball, it was the time of the great 
rivalry between the Raiders and South 
Windsor and the equally-great Tom Roy, 
who made the All-State team along with 
Tom Koren. One of Tom's high totals for one 
game was a 44-point effort and he said, "I 
scored 1,300 points during my high school 

career." 
After high school, Tom went to UConn. 

However, college life lasted only six weeks, 
he said. He made the decision to become an 
electrician, which he did, joining the union 
(Local 35) apprentice program. He has never 
regretted the decision. The past 18 years 
Tom has served in the Air National Guard, 
and traveled all over the country as an elec
trician from job to job. The way he tells it ... 
"I was single at the time, it was a great 
experience spending six years on the road -
which included two summers in California, 
as far north as Wyoming and as far south as 
Mississippi." 

Returning to Connecticut in 1980 to at
tend a local wedding (Morris Maltese and 
Sherry Knecht), Tom met Barbara Yeomans 
of Lyme. He had made plans to go back to the 
West Coast, but it was not to be. In October 
1982, the girl from Lyme, who was a grad 
(1974) of Hale-Ray High School (in East 
Haddam), captured the heart of the big guy. 
They lived in Vernon for a year and, as 

mentioned, Windsor for the past six years, 
and now are moving out to the country. 
Barbara has recently joined the Aldin Asso
ci~tes in East Hartford, as a buyer. 

Back to the world of electricity ... Tom has 
had his share of big projeCts in the Hartford 
area - CityPlace, Hartford Steam & Boiler 
and the Aetna buildings, saying that he 
actually prefers working in different loca
tions, that he's not one to stay put in one 
plaCe. 

Not one to forget the world of sports, Tom 
and Barbara are softball players from way 
back. Tom played in the Windsor Locks 
League for years and up to two years ago 
performed in the Windsor Basketball pro
gram. Barbara played softball the past five 
years in the WindsorlWindsor Locks Women's 
League. 

Tom never lost the travel bug, even after 
his cross-country different job locations. With 
Barbara at his side, they have seen the 
beauty of Mexico , Bermuda, Nassau, Florida 
and San Francisco. Tom roots for the Boston 

Celtics, Syracuse in college basketball (along 
with UConn), the Giants in football, and, 
because he worked and enjoyed the city of 
Detroit, he's a Tiger fan. But if you talk of a 
real hobby for Tom, it's fishing, especially in 
"upstate New York, getting the big salmon, 
with a few of my buddies." 

Looking back at an outstanding high school 
career, Tom Koren said, "I probably was a 
good high school player (at that level), but 
college basketball, that's another number ... 
UConn wasn't it, I was never sorry about (the 
path) I chose in life. I'm very content and it 
gave me the opportunity to move around and 
see the country." Tom had high praise for his' 
high school coach, Mr. Sullivan. "He was a 
good coach, has had a lot of winning teams, 
deserves a lot of credit." 

So that'H the story of Tom Koren, where 
and how he is doing 20 years later. The past 
two years the f~ns had a lot to cheer about, 
with two Mikes - Collins and Mascaro. 

No, Windsor Locks hasn't forgotten Tom 
Koren. 
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Music is His life 
the sax and flute), however, I wouldn't mind 
being in another musical," he said. Steve has 
not decided (at the time) which college he 
might go to in the fall ... either "Holy Cross It's been quite a senior year for young , . . . . or Connecticut College in New London," he Steve Wandzy The yearly class musical needed," he sood). The CODlDllSSlon had dis- said. Adding, "I would like to be a teacher ... "Carnival" Shtdent Council Youth Com~ cussions with East Granby, Suffield and I figure on two majors, education and jourmission, ~aptain of the Teruris Team, and Enfield,. in order ~ see what those towns. nalism ... I do like to write." 

Steve Wandzcy 

yes, probably the high point, being named were dOIng for theIr young people. Favorite Music is Rock and Jazz Valedictorian of the Windsor Locks High i Music is His Life Steve's favorite music - not Broadway-. School Class of1989. Qtiite a year. . Music has been Steve's life. In the "Who's "rock and jazz." His favorite television show Last month we had the pleasure of inter- . Who in the Cast" of "Carnival , " the following - "Cheers ... I go for horror movies and my viewingStephenArthurWandzy,ontheday ; highlights his musical career: "A veteran of favorite movie star, Jack Nicholson ... I'm a he was named Valedictorian. It probably , the high school's marching, concert and jazz Yankee fan, follow baseball and tennis on TV hadn't sunk in, especially after another suc- \ bands, the NCCC Band, and the Northern and my all-time baseball favorite is Joe cessful musical in which he played a major' Regional Jazz Band ... Steve played S8XO- DiMaggio." role, which was still on the minds of stu- : phone in the "Bye Bye Birdie" orchestra and As a family, the Wandzy clan has "traveled dents, parents and friends of Windsor Locks' . in the River City quintet, as a singer, in"The J all over ... in 1985 we spent two weeks in own Broadway endeavors. I Music Man." . California ... enjoy the Connecticut and Steve, son of Edward and Betty (Logan) ( Looking back at his participation in those Rhode Island shore, camping in New York Wandzy, was born in a Hartford hospital, ' three musicals, Steve said, "Bye Bye Birdie" and Pennsylvania, and o1.le trip got to see the lived in Ellington (home town of his dad) f~r \ was funny ... "The Music Man" got the audi- Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New a little over a year, and then moved to his ence involved, in "Carnival" we had the big- York," he said. mother's home town - she ofthe well-known gest audience and it really went over big ... I As with many students, Steve has had Logan family. Steve has a brother, Tobey,14, didn'thaveafavori~,enjoyeddoingallthree." teachers who stand out and guided them a freshman at the high school. "Yes," he added, "I was nervous, tried not j from grammar school to their senior year in The. father of this honored st~dent and to show it, especially the singing solos, dur- I ~gh school. For Steve~ two teachers fill that actor IS employed by the Krupa 011 Co. (the ing the show Carnival." The cast worked bill-RobertEwald, his 5th grade teacher at past five years) and is a U.S. Air Force long and hard, Steve said, three nights a : Southwest ... Steve saying, "Mr. Ewald made veteranwiththreeyears'service,partlyspent week, for three hours, from late January to us feel grown up, made us feel important." in Thailand and Laos. . showtime. Another teacher was Brien Ward, Steve's Steve's list of accomplishments cover a Any future shows for Steve? "Probably get 8th grade instructor, at the Middle School ... wide range of talents. Very good examples - . involved in playing an instrument (he plays "His presentation of (events and things) was member of the Swim and Cross-Country always enjoyable, he showed things in a 
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teams captain (two years) of the Tennis ; 
Team: took part in "Boys' Sta~,". co-edi~r of 
the school yearbook, "Herald, WIth duties of . 
proofreading and "getting the b~k ~get~er, 
and organizing group commumcatio~. In 
addition, Steve is a member of the National 
Honor Society and treasurer of the Student 
Council and holds the same office with the 
Windso; Locks Youth Commission. 

The commission found an active student in 
Steve. He was part of the group that o~gan
ized the twice-a-year dances at the Knights 
of Columbus for the youth of the town (13 to 
21), co-sponsored enlisting cadets for police 
work in cooperation with the Windsor Locks 
Police Department, and even got a taste of 
politics. It's called "Government Day." In 
preparation for the day, two stude~ts (sen
iors) were chosen to work one day WIth town 
officials after being voted on by other sen
iors in r~gular voting machines. A student to 
work with the First Selectman, Town Clerk, 
and so forth. Steve also mentioned the com
mission was working on establishing a "Youth 
Center," to be located in town {"and badly 

Stephen Wandzy 

practical way, and was always looking out 
for us ... " Steve has his own personal philoso-
phy ... "Never stop believing in yourself, work 
hard and keep going ... " 

Steve does keep going. He has been suc
cessful at an early age, which brings 1;0 mind 
some words by Barbara Walters (who has 
had her own brand of success) - "Success 
can make you go one of two ways. It can make .. 
you a prima donna, or it can smooth the 
edges, take away the insecurities, let the 
nice things come out ... " 

Stephen Arthur W andzy has already let 
, the nice things come out ... 

POSTSCRIPT: Steve received another 
honor this month when he was honored, 
along with Karen Gaidos, as scholar-ath
letes from WLHS, qualifying with a cumula
tive grade-point average of3.5 or better, and 
participated in a CIAC-sponsored sport in 
Connecticut for at least two years and dem· 
onstrated outstanding and community lead
ership. 

Valedictorian and Quite A Bit More 
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Busy, Busy, Busy 
~ ~ .. 

Mike Biedrzycki -

- It's Taxis at Bradley, Buses atthe Cape 



Mike Biedrzycki's wife, Mary J 0, calls him 
"ambitious." When you hear this story, you 
soon find this friendly, down-to-earth family 
man from Pennsylvania is not only that, but 
ago-getter, eager-beaver, enthusiast and 
probably hustler, used only in good business 
terminology. 

His employment record is long and diver
sified. Today, he has nailed down (to some) 
an exhausting schedule and lifestyle, with 
very early hours, but he admits, "To be ac
tive, (it's) the only way to do it right." Mike 
certainly proves the point, "early to rise ... " 

But before we can tell you of taxies at 
Bradley, or buses at the Cape, here is some 
background on this father of two active boys. 

Michael Joseph Biedrzycki was born in 
Scranton, Penn., the son of the late Michael 
and Hattie Biedrzycki. Mike has a brother, 
Eugene, who resides in Rocky Hill. Their 
father moved the family to .Connecticut in 
the mid-1950s, to accept a job at the Holy 
Family Monastery in West Hartford. 
. Mike was "6 years old at the time. The 
family lived in nearby Farmington, where 
Mike and Eugene went to school. Mike gradu
ated from Farmington High School in 1964. 
No sports. No time. He said: "I worked after 
school at the Popular Supermarket in West i 
Hartford." 

Mike's father retired from the monastery 
in 1979. As a high school student, Mike 
recalled working weekends, waiting on tables 
for the retreat participants. (He prt?bably 
served many of the local men who have been 
going on retreat over the years.) 

Entered Goodwin Tech 
Upon leaving high school, Mike entered 

E.C. Goodwin Tech in New Britain to become 
an auto mechanic. However, after two years, 
and a new talent gained that he would use a 
few years later , Mike returned to Popular on 
a full-time basis. 

After three years, he switched from the 
store to the life of salesman, going on the 
road for the next 15 years as an employee of 
food brokerage companies out of New York 
and Boston. His next endeavor was also 
somewhat different, working at a car rental 
agency in West Springfield. It closed after a 
year and Mike went job hunting again. 

But this time he went into business for 
himself. He operated not far from his present 
home, to Spring Street, with his own auto 
repair shop. Within a three-year period, he 
closed the shop and took the summer off. In 
the f~, he decided to drive a taxi plus do 
some rught work. From 2 o'clock in the after-

noon he drove a taxi, and from 7 to 11 p.m. he 
was at a local air freight company. He finally 
gave up the night job to work full time at 
driving a taxi. 

At First, Worked Outside Bradley 
In the beginning, Mike worked outside at 

the airport, in the taxi. Then, he was given 
the chance to work inside Bradley for the 
Airport Taxi Co., where he works today. In 
January of this year, Mike went inside for 
good, providing ground transportation for 
travelers at Bradley. 

A$50Tip 
Did he ever meet any famous people while 

driving a taxi? No, he said, but one time he 
did drive a man to Old Saybrook. He received 
a $50 tip. You tend to remember fares like 
that. So Mike doesn't drive a taxi anymore, 
but he's at Bradley at 5 a.m. What time does 
he get up? Four o'clock. He says he has to be 
in bed by 9,justlike Bob Steele and Bryant 
Gumbel: 

Mike and Mary Jo's meeting was quite 
ironic. As mentioned, he was from Scranton; 
she was from Erie, Penn. Mary Jo Weindorf 
came to Connecticut to become a teacher. 
She had graduated from Villa Maria College 
in Erie and positions in teaching were hard 
to find in her area. Her first teaching job was 
in Avon, and today Mary Jo is a veteran 
educator in the Avon school system with 24 
years of service. . 

They met on a blind date in 1967 and were 
married the following year. They lived in 
Newington for the first two years, in the 
capital city for one summer and since 1974 
have been residents of Windsor Locks, a 
town Mike describes as "A great place to 
live ... We have meta lot of nice folks, we love 
the town." 

cabbages and kings 
JACK REDMOND 

Have Two Sons 
Mike and MaryJo have two sons, Paul, 13, 

and John, 9. Paul, a seventh-grader at the 
Middle School, has played Little League and 
was a member of the Sixth Grade Basketball 
team that played a home and home series 
with a school in Maryland. John attends 
North Street School and is in the second 
grade. He also plays in Little League and 
basketball. Basketball is the favorite sport of 
both boys. 

When dad is not at the airport and it's 
vacation time, he's the fisherman in the 
family, saying, "That's my sport. I had a boat 
all my life and enjoy fishing in Long Island 
Sound." The family did make a trip to Florida 
and each spring ''We take a week off before 
the summer starts." 

And when summer starts, it's a "family 
affair," operating two buses at Cape Cod. To 
explain further, since 1985 the weekends 
have been a little extra work for Mike's 
family.-From late June to Labor Day the 
family has two buses that service bathers at 
South Yarmouth after regular parking space 
is filled near the beach. The overflow cars are 
provided parking space nearby, and then are 
bussed back to the beach in the family buses 
for the day. Young Paul and John give out 
parking instructions, all carefully mapped 
out, while their mother rents beach chairs 
for use on the sands of the Cape. As Mike 
said, "It's a family affair and we all work 
together at the Cape." It makes for a busy 
summer schedule. 

Back home during the school year Mike 
feels there is a distant advantage, due to his 
hours at Bradley. With his early morning 
schedule, Mike is home after 2 o'clock each 
afternoon. What he calls, "Our reverse roles, 
the boys return home from school to be with 
me, while their mother is still in the role of 
teaching." The best of two worlds. 

When asked who he most admired, Mike 
said "President Ronald Reagan. He impressed 

, me as president, did a real good job, the 
economy was better. people had money in 
their pockets ... " Adding, "I'm very conscious 
ofthe country's economy." Mike is a man who 
is up at the crack of dawn, has had his share 
of jobs, and admits "I still take one day at a 
time." But with Mike, he looks forward to a 
busy schedule each day. 

EPILOG 

Mike Biedrzycki is definitively"ambitious." 
He also, to his credit, has an ambitious family. 
He tried several careers - finally found one 
that fits. Reminds one of the words of Robert 
Frost, "Always fall in with what you're asked 
to accept. Fall in with it and tum it your 
way." That's what Mike has done. 
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Will Attend Maris Cqllege 

Mike Gagliardi - Musical Young Man With Close Family Ties 
One of the pleasant experiences in meet

ing and interviewing young talented high 
school seniors if that you also get to meet 
their families. 

Case in point ... in a recent talk with Mike 
Gagliardi, we met his parents, Joe and 
Martha Gagliardi. This friendly, outgoing 
falniIy, who have lived in town the past two 
decades, are very involved in where Mike is 
going in his musical career, their busy sched~ 
ules, and a big point, is that their home is a 
welcomed home to many of Mike's friends. 

Michael James Gagliardi, a native of 
Windsor Locks, is also known to his friends 
as "Gagz," or the latest moniker, "Mike-o the 
Magnificent," will shortly graduate with the 
Windsor Locks High School class of 1989. 
Mike managed to play basketball and track 
at the Raider school; however, his true talent 
has been musical. The clarinet, guitar and 
percussion instruments are all in Mike's 
repertoire. 

In addition, Mike is a member of the "Vocal 
Motion," the school jazz show choir, which 
has included Denise Baran, Linda Frawley 
and John McLagan, fellow thespians in the 
recent high school musical, "Carnival," which 
Mike took part in as "Marco." Mike was also 
a member of the jazz, concert and marching 
bands. On the scholastic scene, Mike partici
patedin the Student Council and Model U.N. 

Mike's Background 
Some background on Mike's interesting 

parents and grandparents ... 
His parents: Joseph Salvator Gagliardi 

was named after his mother, Josephine, who 
was from Hartford. His middle name, from 
his father, Salvator, who came to the States 
from Italy. Joe has a sister, Patty. Martha 
Whitman Gagliardi, one of eight children of 
Henry and Catherine Whitman, who came 
from Providence and now make their home 
in Suffield, as do Joe's parents (who live on 
the family horse farm). Mr. Whitman is now 
retired from Fuller Brush, where he had the 
position of vice president. Martha has five 
brothers and two sisters. She was born in 
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New Jersey but grew up in Windsor, where 
she graduated from high school in 1961, and 
took her higher education at Bryant College 
in Providence. 

Joe, who played basketball and soccer at 
the Windsor High School, was from Hartford 
originally. Joe and Martha were high school 
sweethearts. He graduated from high school 
in June of1960, and "six days later was in the 
U.S. Marines."_ 

Moved to Town in 1968 
Joe served four years in the "Corps," with 

stateside duty in the Carolinas, and two 
years overseas in Japan and the Philippines. 
The young couple had only the U.S. Mail as 
their contact, but in 1963 Joe came home to 
wed Martha. For a year, the young bride got 
a taste of military life in Cherry Point, N.C. 
After Joe's discharge, the newlyweds and 
now civilians, lived in Hartford for a year 
until 1968, when they moved to Windsor 
Locks. 

Where did Joe work? Saying, "I've been a 
truck driver all my life," just was the the 
entire story of Joe Gagliardi. Adding, "I was 
a policeman in Hartford for three years, 
operated a few gas stations in town, and 
always wanted to be a farmer or cowboy." 

Putting this into practice, the Gagliardi 
family has had a farm in Suffield (for 11 
years), callingit a horse farm, with the name 
"Chestnut Farm" on Route 159. Today, Joe's 
regular job is driving a truck for BaIf of 
Newington, with its main project, Route 91. 
As for Martha, she worked for Pratt & Whit
ney years ago, but today she is busy as a 
"paraprofessional" at the Middle School in 
town, in special education, the past seven 
years. 

Back to our musical young man - Mike 
plans to attend Maris College in Pougbkeep-

Mike Gagl iardi 

sie, N.Y., what he calls "a good TV/Radio 
school." Mike wants to major in advertising 
and communications, in the field of televi
sion. 

Today, like his dad, Mike enjoys riding 
horses on the family farm. Also included in 
his hobbies are motorcycle riding, "driving 
around town with friends," and especially, 
what'he calls, 'jammin' with the boys." Last
year, Mike and the boys, called "Period of 
Function," played at the high school gradu~ 
ation party held at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall. Looking back, the younger Mike was a 
swimmer on the "Jets," played Little League, 
was a member of the sixth grade basketball 
team, with the Maryland connection. 

Mike has had several men who were "a big 
influence" in his life. In sports, it was Coach 
Mike Heneghan, in soccer, baseball and 
basketball. In the musical world, a special 
influence was gained under the tutorship of 
Neil Rinaldi and John Gionfriddo. When 
Mike is not in class, he's in the music room at 
school, for him, the best place to be. 

Works at Bob's Kitchen 
But Mike also is busy working after school, 

four days a week, at Bradley Bowl, learning 
to be a short-order cook at "Bob's Kitchen" 
the past two years. 

Mike will probably never be in the same 
league in the cooking department as his 
grandmother, Josephine. For Mike, her 
"Italian home cooking" is the best. And his 
favorite dish - pasta-fagoli. When asked his 
other favorites, Mike said, "In television, the 
David Letterman's show" ... in the movies 
"It's 'Rocky,' and my favorite movie star, yes, 
Sylvester Stallone." 

EPILOG 
Mike Gagliardi, the musical young man. 

Joe, his father, a most happy, big guy. Martha, 
his mother, surrogate mom to Mike's friends. 
They all shared the fond memories of Mike's 
late brother, James, at age 2, and Jennifer, 
also taken at the tender age of 5. It was all 
discussed, their way of life and when you 
leave the Gagliardi home, you soon learn, 
like the song from "Carnival," they are folks 
who put those words into practice - "Love 
Makes the World Go 'Round." 
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Loved The Food Business 

Tom Kanonas - Just an 'Active Fellow' with Background of Travel 
"We wanted to live in a small town ... near 

a large one ... " 
After traveling and working in 22 states, 

with residence in 17, Tom Kanonas decided 
that Windsor Locks, for a lot of reasons and 
especially because of the change of seasons, 
was the place to hang his many hats, settling 
down here in 1969. 

Saying, "I wanted to live (and work) in a 
small town, near a large one," he chose our 
town. His long list of career accomplish
ments cover some of the following: operating 
a restaurant, the food service organization, 
teaching culinary arts, and today he and his 
wife, Betty J., are in partnership with their 
own "Decorating Den," part of an organiza
tion with more than 800 interior decorating 
franchises. 

The multi-talented individual, Thomas 
. Spero Kanonas, was born and raised, until 
his Army days, in Saginaw, Mich., the son of 

. Thomas Kanonas and the late Efrosine. 
Thomas Kanonas now resides in Oceanside, 
Calif. with his other son, Paul. Mr. and Mrs. 
Kanonas came to the States as youngsters 
from their native Greece, met and were 
married, settling in the state of Michigan. 

Graduated in 1948 
The young Tom graduated from high school 

in 1943. He did manage to play some basket
ball, softball and "plenty of exercise" just to 
keep in shape. In December of that year, he 
entered the Army, serving in Texas and 
Louisiana before being shipped overseas with 
an armored artillery outfit. Tom left the 
States from Seattle in late 1944, going first to 
Hawaii, on to the Philippines and finally to 
Japan. Tom served 17 months in the Far 
East and was "ready to go home" after the 
war ended. He was discharged in Aprl11946. 

Back to civilian life, Tom remembered how 
"he made up his mind (once home) to go back 
to school." Under the G.I. bill,' Tom went to 
school in Brooklyn, N.Y., entering Pratt 
Institute for two years of "Food and Institu
tional Management." Taking several college 
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classes was something Tom took advantage 
of as he traveled the country (in later years), 
studying photography, evening earning a 
pilot's license. 

But first things first. For a year after the 
college years at Pratt, he took a job with the 
"Harding Restaurants," one of 13 eating 
establishments in the Chicago area, being 
promoted to a management level in his final 
months in the windy city. However, he then 
returned to Saginaw to work in a family 
restaurant With his father, from the late 
1940s to 1960. He left his home town to"take 
on a cross-country job opportunity with a 
food service organization, as mentioned, 
working in more than 20 states and living in 
17. 

Worked in Food Business 
From the '60s to the middle '70s, Tom 

worked several jobs, which included food 
director, trouble shooter and district man
ager, all in the food business. During those 
years, he taught school at Hillsdale College 
in Hillsdale, Mich., where he met Betty J. 
Harris, his future· bride, who was from 
Jonesville, Mich. 

Betty and Tom were married in February 
1968. They have six children and seven grand
children to brag about. Betty's children in
clude Denise Zocco of Windsor Locks (one 
child), Michael Kiersey of Windsor (four 
children), and Marcia, who lives in Napa, 
Calif. with one child. Tom's three children 
include Thomas J. Kanonas, who lives at 
home, and his two California-based daugh
ters, Sandra Cormier of San Francisco (one 
child) and her sister, Pamela Kanonas of 
Santa Barbara. 

During his travels, Tom Kanonas was not 
one to stand still. He was active in politics, 
with the Young GOP in Michigan, and in 
fraternal brotherhood - as a member of 

Tom Kanonas 

Ahepa (Greek organization), serving as Past 
District Governor in Michigan and Northern 
Ohio. In addition, Tom said, "I have been an 
Eastern Star, Mason and a Shriner." When it 
came to hobbies, Tom is into woodcraft and 
photography, adding, "I used to ski and did 
some flying, but I guess you would say, any
thing to do with my hands." 

Wanted To Teach Again 
When Tom came to Connecticut, he 

"wanted to start teaching again," which he 
did at the Associated Restaurants of Con
necticut. Future chefs were his pupils. For a 
few years, Tom taught culinary arts at the 
Johnson & Wales College in Providence, 
ending "that long trip to Rhode Island" in 
January, 1989. 

It was in January that Tom enrolled in the 
winter term of the United States School of 
Professional Paperhangers in Rutland, Vt. 
He completed the 10-week, 350-hour course 

and received a certificate of achievement as 
a professional Wallpaper installer. 

Just prior to our interview, Betty and Tom 
hadjust returned from a national convention 
in Nashville, Tenn. where they are both 
active in the "Decorating Den" organization. 
Tom is currently chairperson for the advi
sory board for Connecticut, Rhode Island 
and Western Massachusetts. 

Admired His Mother 
When Tom was asked who he most' ad

mired in his life, he said without hesitating, 
"My mother, she had a lot of physical prob
lems but she could always make us all laugh. " 
Tom's personal philosophy, or his secret of 
success as he calls it, "is not to give up, keep 
trying, a busy person is the one who gets 
things done." Tom was also asked, of all the 
towns and cities he has visited and lived in, 
what was his favorite? "First let me say, 
every state has its good and bad points ... my 
favorite, Windsor Locks, that's right, that's 
how I ended up here, decided to stay, and I 
love the change of seasons." 

Summing It Up 
How do you sum. up an active man like Tom 

Kanonas? He did it himself. "1 have no re
grets, consider myself pretty lucky, life has 
been a lot of surprises, and never a dull 
moment," he said. Maybe he'll find the fol
lowing true ... especially in his new line of 
work. 

"I was ready to hang a c~tomer's wallpa
per and she couldn't decide if it should go 
above or below the chair rail. 'You do this for 
a living,' the woman said to me. 'You'll have 
a better idea where it should go.' It's entirely 
up to you, I told her. 'But you know which 
would be betters,' she persisted. 

"After going back and forth a few more 
times, I offered my opinion. Well, I suggest 
papering beneath the rail since ... 

" 'Oh, no,' she interrupted, 'that will never 
workl' 

"The paper went up above the rail ... " 
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Denise Baran: 

Happy Teen Packs Four Active Years At WLHS 
When asked ... How was the trip to Vir

ginia Beach?, Denise Baran said, "It was· 
fun." Her mother, in describing her younger 
daughter, also verified that point, saying, 
"She is definitely fun-filled." 

'We're talking about the girl who played 
the part of Rosalie in her school's production 
of "Carnival. " She is also the girl who packed 
a lot into her years at the Windsor Locks 
High School, in music, cheerleading, and as 
president of the Student Council. 

Denise Marie Baran graduated a few days 
ago with the Class of 1989. She's going to 
college in the fall to study psychology and, if 
the occasion arises, might join in a few 
musicals at Western New England College. 

There's a lot more to tell about this pretty 
former senior with singing and acting cre
dentials. She is the daughter of Edward and 
Doris Baran, residents of town for the past 
20 years. But first, a few lines concerning her 
parents. Edward Baran was from Adams, 
Mass. and Doris Count Baran came from 
Lawrence, in the Bay State, meeting in 
Washington D.C., where they both were 
working for airlines. 

About Her Parents 
Ed, a 1952 high school graduate, attended 

Northeast Aero Tech in Bedford, Mass. be
fore joining the U.S. Air Force, where he 
served more than three years. The Air Force 
training took him to New York State, lllinois 
and Texas, and to Korea during the Korean 
War, with maneuvers in Africa and England. 

After his discharge from the service in 
1957, Ed went to work for several airlines in 
the Washington D.C. area, with the familiar 
names of Capital, Mohawk, and Northeast. 
He is currently at Bradley with United Air
lines as a mechanic. Doris, also a 1952 high 
school graduate, from St. Rose High School 
in Chelsea, Mass., was working for PanAm 
when she met and married Ed on Feb. 17, 
1968. She is a former executive secretary for 
several companies, and managed a "trip 
around the_world" as a vacation. They lived 

cabbages and kings 
JACK REDMOND 

in Alexandria, Va. for a year before moving to 
Windsor Locks, where they raised two daugh
ters. 

Denise's sister, Allison, a WLHS 1987 
graduate, set the path and pace for Denise as 
'captain of the cheerleading team (as Denise 
was), a member of the "Bye, Bye Birdie" cast, 
manager editor of the yearbook, participant 
in the Model U.N., and president of St. Mary's 
CYO. Allison, ajunior at Bentley College in 
Waltham, Mass., is studying marketing and 
behavioral sciences. 

Known As "Den" 

Denise Marie Baran graduated from Wind
sor Locks High School a few days ago. She 
plans to attend college in the fall to study 
psychology. 

Back to Denise, also known to her many 
classmates as "Den" or "Nici," was given her 
first taste of our high school's Broadway, in 
the chorus of "The Music Man." Denise was 
,a member of the Concert Choir for four years, 
took .part in "Vocal Motion," and was vice 
president of her freshman class. Among the 
instruments she plays are the flute and pi
ano. Admitting that she never took a singing 
lesson, Denise and her close friend Linda 
Frawley, Lili in "Carnival," both auditioned 
for singing roles in the musical and, as they 
say, they were an important part of another 
hit for the high school Music Department. ber the II-hour bus ride to the South but, 

Looking back at their daughter's partici- according to Denise, they soon forgot it when 
pation in "Carnival," Mrs. Baran, who saw it meant a swim and lounging on the beach, 
the performance four times (as many par- a cruise and a dance during their stay. 
entsdo), said, "Denise was spunky," with Mr. Denise will also recall two of her favorite 
Baran admitting, "I was surprised." But Dad teachers- Mr. Purington, her math teacher, 
admitted he was happy with Denise's acting' and Choral Director Mr. Gionfriddo. Denise, 
and singing. into all types of music, does have a favorite ... 

As mentioned, the recent trip of the high "heavy metal." Her favorite food... "every
school's music groups to Virginia Beach was thing, especially lobster." She prefers horror 
not only "fun" for Denise, but the various movies and the "Bill Cosby" show on televi
musical groups won trophies in every area sion. A few of her hobbies are "talking on the 
they entered, copping the contest's highest phone, going to the beach, writing letters (a 
choral award. Thestudentswilllongremem-- lost art) and reading." Because of the fam-

'I admine my sister. If I had a 
problem, she's always there for me 
- the,person who made the path 
(in school) for me, always with 
good advice.' 

Denise Baran 

ily's airline connections, they have all en
joyed the beauty of Hawaii, Florida and 
Alaska. 

Admires Her Sister 
When Denise was asked who she most 

admired, the girl with the most-happy smile 
just said, "My sister. IfI had a problem, she's 
always there for me - the person who made 
the path (in school) for me, always with good 
advice." She's not sure ofa personal philoso
phy, only to say, "Be optimistic." 

As for the future, Denise said, "I'd love to 
be a clinical psychiatrist." Why? "Because 
I've been interested in this since I was in the 
eighth grade." Adding, "I do intend to take a 
minor in theater, and yes, I'd like to do 
another musical." 

EPILOG 

With Denise Marie Baran, music has ben 
one of her contributions to her town, her 
school, and to the delight of her parents. 
She'll never forget the musical years in high 
school, probably because of fellow students 
and mostly the teachers and parents, who 
were doing their jobs ... as with the words of 
Jim Trelease ... "Artists, writers and musi
cians alone cannot keep a culture alive. They , 
must be backed by the enthusiasm of a 
multitude of parents and teachers, people 
who treasure their heritage and will devote 
the~r energies to keeping its flame aglow. To 
them, more than to the artists, must fall the 
responsibility to pass it on." 



Brian T. Bernard 

A True Triple-Threat Busy Guy 
"I always try to be a part of the develop- . 

ment of the kids ... " 
The Brian T. Bernard family has lived in 

Windsor Locks since 1984. The five years 
have been filled with membership in the 
local Lions, Little League play, and Boy 
Scout activities. 

When you talk to Brian, the guy with the 
busy'schedule, you find a dedicated, con
cerned and friendly man who thinks Scouts 
and baseball are not only "interesting, but 
excellent for the kids." The same goes for the 
Lions. 

Brian and his wife, Elaine, both Connecti
cut natives, have a son, Jason, a young three
sport athlete, and a daughter, Kellie, who 
played softball as a student at the High 
School. 

Before moving to Windsor Locks, and stops 
in two Connecticut towns, Elaine shared 
Brian's life in the Navy in the early 1970s. 
They traveled from Illinois to Virginia, even 
celebrating the birth ofKellie, who was born 
in South Carolina. 

But first things first. Brian Timothy Ber
nard was born and raised in Meriden, the 
"Silver City" of Connecticut. He is the son of 
Romero and Bernice Bernard, who now live 
in Florida. The elder Mr. Bernard is a retired 
auto mechanic, according to his son with 
"expert credentials." 

Played Football 
Brian graduated from Lyman Hall High 

School (Wallingford) in 1967, where he played 
football for two years. He received a service 
dedicated baptism with the high scbool "Key 
Club," which laid the groundwork for his 
later involvement with the Lions. Brian has 
three sisters - Sandy and Cheryl, who live 
in Florida, and Donna, who resides in New 
Jersey. 

Upon Brian's graduation from HighSchool, 
he had all good intentions of becoming an art 
teacher. He entered Southern Connecticut 
State University. After a year, however, he 
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knew college life was not for him. In January 
1969, Brian joined the U.S. Navy where he 
found electrical work more to his liking. And 
probably best of all, he found a bride. The 
service gave him a chance (along with Elaine) 
to serve at Great Lakes in Illinois, South 
Carolina, Virginia and time aboard ship in 
the Caribbean and Mediterranean Sea. 

Brian Meets Elaine 
Brian met Elaine Corideo of Ansonia at a . 

school dance. She was a High School gradu
ate, class of 1968, where she was active in 
sorority life. The sailor captured the heart of 
Elaine and they were married in September 
1969. Elaine joined her new husband, living 
in three states. They were only apart when 
he went to sea. Their first child, Kellie, was 
born in South Carolina. Kellie is a 1988 
WLHS graduate and will attend Asnuntuck 
College in the fall. For the record, Elaine is 
also known as "Corky" to her many friends. 

In January 1973, 'Brian was discharged 
from the Navy and the young couple and 
their daughter returned to Ansonia, where 
they lived for two years. Their next home, for 
a decade, was in Wallingford. In 1984, they 
moved to Windsor Locks. Jason, now 11, will 
be in the sixth grade in the fall. He's involved 
with baseball, soccer and basketball. When 
asked about his favorite sport, he said, "All of 
them, plus rooting for the Yankees and Mets." 
Jason has been in Scouts for the past four 
years. 

Brian, looking back, said, "The time in the 
service was the most educational period I 
could have ever had," where he found as an 
"Electronics Mate" a new career. His first 
position in the civilian world, from 1973 to 
1981, was as maintenance electrician in 

/The time in the 
service \-vas the 
most educational 
period I could have ever had.' 

" Bri~n ~ .-Bernard 

Seymour with the Kerite Co. He ended up as 
their project engineer. . 

In 1984 Moved To Town 
His next move was to Meriden with MRM 

Industries, as plant electrical engineer until 
the fall of 1984. The family moved to town 
when Brian accepted a job with Combustion 
Engineering Inc. in Windsor. Today, Brian is 
a senior, development engineer. His wife, 
Elaine, also had worked at C-E (three years) 
and is currently with the accounting firm of 
Bardaglio Hart and Shuman in town. 

The busy schedule of one Brian Bernard 
includes many activities. He joined the Lions 
in 1986. He has worked on several of the 
Lions' projects, specifically the Walk-a:Thon 
and the yearly food distribution. Brian, who 
was a Cub and Boy Scout in his younger 
days, is today committee chairman of Scout 
Unit 261. He had held the title of Den Leader 
before assuming the role of what he calls "the 
CEO." He says he finds the scouting program 
the most interesting for Jason and himself. 
"and being active can be a lot of fun." . 

Coaches Little League 
Jason began Little League in "T-Ball," 

where his dad was also a coach. Brian be
came a manager and today is Umpire-in
Chief for the five Little League divisions, 
Minor, Major and Senior (ofLL) and the two 
softball girls' division (9-12 and 13-15). His 
thoughts on Little League ... "That's why I'm 
involved ... {the kids) have alotoffun and the 
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The Brian T. Bernard Family (from left) 
Brian; wife,E'aine, son jason and daughter: . 
Kellie.· . 

program is excellent for them ... ifit's struc
tured around teaching the kids the fund&
mentals of the game." 

When Brian is not working at C-E, or the 
Lions, Boy Scouts or Little League; he does 
manage some softball, some tennis, loves 
fishing, and loves even more the game of golf. 
Saying, "I started as a caddy, been playing 
since I was 15, played in coUege and the 
Navy." Adding, "1 find golf, fishing and ten
nis peaceful sorts of sports." The family has 
spent the spring months skiing at Stowe, Vt. 
just to round out a full sport schedule. 

When asked who he most admired, he 
said, ''My father ... for his mechanical abili
ties, a man who always solved problems, 
especially with mechanical devices ... it has 
(certainly) rubbed off on me." However, Brian 
believes in the old adage "If it ain't broke, 
don't fix it." His personal philosophy ... easy, 
he said, "I try to be a part of the development 
of kids." 

Just as we were winding down our talk on 
a rainy June evening, neither of us could 
have played golf that early hour, Brian 
wanted to add something to his story. "Give 
a lot of credit to my wife," he said. "She has 
been very supportive in all my projects ... the 
activities would not exist without her. She's 
been (with me) all oftha trying times." 

Again, another Windsor Locks man ... who 
exemplifies the Lions' motto, "We Serve." 
And with Brian it's a triple-threat. 

I 
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Thomas Kimball Unnold: A Man of Many Hobbies 
"I'm a doer .... not a watcher ... " 
There's no "empty nest syndrome" at Tom 

Unnold's home. When you talk to this Maine 
native, you find his entire life, indeed, has 
never been empty of activity. Tom left his 
native state at the age of five, lived in New 
York City, returned to Maine at 13, served in 
the CCCs (Civilian Conservation Corps), and 
created a distinguished record in WWII. He 
settled in Connecticut to raise four children 
with his wife Clorie, who has been at his side 
with her support for the past 43 years for all 
his involvements: the veterans, working all 
kids of hours at Pratt & Whitney, or as a 
radio ham and all-round sportsman. 

Thomas Kimball Unnold was just five in 
1927 when his parents, the late Frederick 
and Edith Unnold left the quiet life of Br
idgton, Maine to live in Middle Village, 
Queens, N.Y. In those days, however, Tom 
remembers a different environment in 
Queens, far from what you may find today. 

Tom comes from a large family. He has a 
brother, Joe, who lives in South Portland, 
and three sisters, Francis of Cuyahoga Falls, 
Ohio, Bernice in Fort Richey, Fla., and Ed
ith, who still resides in Bridgton, Maine. 
- The family moved back to Bridgton when 
Tom was 13, and he attended high school 
there. He completed his junior year in 1939. 
With the depression still gripping the coun
try, Tom joined CCCs, where he earned $21 
a month. After two years, he went to work in 
South Portland shipyards, before being called 
into the U.S. Army in December 1942. 

Tennessee Maneuvers 
Tom received his basic training at Fort 

Jackson, S.C. He endured the "Tennessee 
maneuvers," and completed specialized in
fantry training at Fort Bragg, N.C. before 
being shipped overseas in October 1944. Tom 
was now ready for battle, spending a year in 
France and Germany as a scout observer 
with the 1 OOth Division, 397th Infantry, 2nd 
Battalion, during the height of the famed 
"Battle of the Bulge." It was there that he 
earned the Silver Star and Bronze Star for 
gallantry in action. 
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Tom had met his future bride, Clorie Marie 
Leighton, of South Bridgton, Maine, in 1941. 
The corresponded during Tom's three years 
away in the army. On his return, they were 
married in February 1946. Clorie is the 
daughter of the late Joseph Leighton, and 
Clorie Mae Leighton, who at a young 83, is 
still going strong in Maine. With Tom away, 
Clorie worked in Washington, D.C. with the 
Veterans Administration, in GI Insurance 
Benefits, until Tom was discharged. 

Tom's first employment after the war was 
cutting logs, but shortly after, he took on
the-job training under the GI Bill, and re
ceived an agriculture license in 1950. 

Worked As Tree Surgeon 
For the next five years, the newlyweds 

stayed in Maine, where Tom worked as a 
general tree surgeon. "It was interesting, but 
hard work," he says now. The couple decided 
to go south to Hartford in 1955, where Tom 
switched gears, so to speak, going to work for 
Pratt & Whitney. Two years later they moved 
to Windsor Locks. 

Tom and Clorie have four children. Daugh
ter Paula Girard is married to Joe Girard. 
They live in town with their three sons; Fred, 
Matthew and Joel. Daughter Christine 
Havens and her husband, Dwight, live in 
:putnam, Conn. with their daughter, Rebecca 
and son, Daniel. Daughter Loretta Rampelli 
is married to Tom Rampelli and they reside 
in town, with their daughter, Amanda, who 
was a recent Poppy Queen. 

Their only son, Stephen Unnold, tragically 
lost his life in a 1984 hunting accident at 
Hilton Head Island, S.C. Stephen was a 
graduate of the local high school, as were his 
sisters, an All-Star in the Little League 
program, Boy Scouts, and a veteran of the 
Vietnam War. 

Pratt & Whitney in 1955 
It was in 1955 that Tom decided to work at 

Thomas Kimball Unnold 

Pratt & Whitney. He retired in February 
1987, after more than 30 years in the indus
try. He began with materials handling, in
spection and as a foreman. The first 11 years, 
Tom worked the 2nd or 3rd shifts, and the 
schedule left him little time for social activ
ity. 

He finally made the first shift, however, 
and his attention turned to the local Boy 
Scouts, Troop 204, as Committeeman and 
then as Scoutmaster of Troop 201. The troop 
was sponsored by Gensi-Viola Post, Ameri
can Legion. Tom hadjoined the Legion when 
he lived in Maine and rejoined locally in 
1958. Tom has held all the legion offices with 
the exceptions of Chaplain and Adjutant. He 
has been Commander on two occasions, and 
Finance Officer for 12 years. He said, "I also 
joined the V.F.W., but some men can have 
but one master, and my time was devoted to 
the Legion." 

Parade Marshall 
At the recent Memorial Day parade in 

town, the former soldier was honored as the 
Parade Marshall. Tom said, "I always wanted 
to serve. Some veteran organizations are 
social, some are service oriented, that's what 
the local Legion is ... " Tom says. In the many 
projects of the Legion, Tom has had the 
continued support of his wife, Clorie, who is 
a member of Unit 36,American Legion, hold
ing the titles of treasurer and secretary for 
many years. 

The couple has made numerous visits to 
veteran hospitals and other worthwhile 
projects of the Legion. 

Tom Unnold is a man of many hobbies. He 
has his own garden, takes time for target 
shooting with the Windsor Marksman's 
Association, and at times, "black powder 
shooting." In addition, Tom is a member of 
the American Radio Relay League, New 
England Beagle Club and National Muzzle 
Loading Association. 

Ham Radio Operator 
Probably Tom's biggest claim to fame is 

that he is a genuine "Radio Ham." He's been 
an amateur radio operator since 1951 and 
has had 25 years in the Army MARS (Mili
tary Affiliated Radio Systems) and 12 years 
with the Navy Marine MARS. With this 
connection, Tom logs about an average of 45 
credit hours a month. 
When asked who he most admired, Tom 

said, "President FranklinD. Roosevelt" (then 
came a laugh or two from his wife, because 
Tom is Republican). "President Roosevelt 
served during the depth of the depression, he 
put the country back in the right direction, a 
great statesman." Tom said. 

Tom's personal philosophy is "Be cooL.no 
time to take things easy . .! like to help people." 
Clorie added ... "He's a busy person .. always 
doing something." 
. Tom remembers words from an old 
song ... that probably do not pertain to this 
distinguished looking gentleman ... "What do 
we do in retirement? Wake up in the morning 
with nothing to do and go to bed with it only 
half done." 

He's definitively a doer, not a watcher. 
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Start Off Summer with Golf, Carnival and a Parade 
The week that was. July the 3rd to July the 

9th. It was the week for the annual Canon 
Greater Hartford Open golf tournament and 
the annual Windsor Locks Fire Department 
carnival. And I played a small part in both 
events. It was a busy week, not only for me 
but a lot of dedicated folks. At the GHO, 
volunteers run the show. In Windsor Locks, 
it's a town of volunteers - especially the 
firemen. 

The golf tourney, won for the second time 
by local favorite Paul Azinger, a native of 
Holyoke, took place during that hectic week, 
with practice sessions, Pro-Am days and 
pros playing for .a million dollars. 

The Fire Department held its annual car
nival and parade (which probably didn't make 
a million like the GHO) from Wednesday 
through Saturday, with a few nights of rain. 
The GHO had rain on that Wednesday, to 
shorten the Pro-Am. Saturday, the firemen's 
final day, saw the annual parade winding 
along town streets from Southwest to the 
high school grounds. As a member of the Fire 
Commission, I had the honor of marching. 
For the record, the last time I was in a parade 
was in 1943 in Jackson, Tenn., as a U.S. 
soldier. 

Golf Came First 
Let me recall the events of those days, July 

3 to 9. The golf came first. The past 10 years 
I have spent the week of the GHO at either 
Wethersfield or Cromwell, taking in the golf, 
meeting local people at the Pro-Am, or the 
day the pros play. Some of those local people 
were probably playing hookey from their 
jobs or taking a vacation day. I never ask. 
Before I get into a daily rundown of the GHO, 
let's see what the firemen were up to. 

For the record and a history lesson, this 
year's carnival chairman was Dan Riley. The 
parade chairman was John Duffy. The local 
volunteers have had carnivals and parades 
for many years and one of the best sources for 
a history lesson of this local event is Joe 
Wezowicz,.a fireman for 38 years. As long as 
the GHO has been in this area, Joe said the~ 
carnival has been held too, all of his years 
and even before he joined with only a few 

cabbages and kings 
JACK REDMOND 

exceptions. Other year's sites for the carni
val were the old St. Mary's School, the Middle 
School, the once-empty lot on Elm Street, 
and now the high school. We thank old reli
able Joe Wezowicz for his fine memory of this 
worthwhile civic event. 

The first night there w~s rain, and more 
rain. However, according to Dan Riley, the 
carnival ran to 9:30 p.m. and they were 
looking for better weather the next three 
nights. Unfortunately, it rained again on 
Friday. On Thursday, the grandchildren, 
Kevin and Lindsey Creech, took in the rides, 
food and games of skill. Kevin had no luck 
with the bottles. 

The Parade 
Saturday night was the parade. I'll admit, 

outside of that ancient military parade, I 
never knew how a parade was organized. 
The town firemen are very organized. On a 
telephone pole, located in front of St. Robert's 
Center on Southwest, was posted the line of 
march. The firemen and women's auxiliary, 
all veterans when it comes to parades, dressed 
up in uniform. They were not concerned, as 
was this novice, when it comes to parades. 
But I had a few doubts. 
. Even the politicians were there - Senator 

Con O'Leary, Rep. Carl Schiessl, Selectmen 
John Dowd and Ed Ferrari. When the parade 
began, the chairman of the Fire Commission, 
Russ Gabrielson, was absent. The parade 
was off and running and I was marching all 
alone, behind the town and state .officials. 
After a short walk, Russ and his pretty 
daughter Jenni Lind Gabrielson joined the 
parade and I was a little (actually a lot) 
relieved. 

A quick turn into Elm Street, to South Elm 
and past the reviewing stand was the line of 
march, with the end coming at the high 
school grounds. The parade, before a large 
crowd on South Elm, was made up of march-

The Windsor Locks Firemen marched 
proudly in their annual parade. 

ers, trucks and bands that made us want to 
march to that special beat. I made it and was 
quite happy to see my family standing near 
St. Robert's, cheering me on. Sounds corny, 
but it's true. 

Will March Again 
Next year will be the 100th year for the 

grand old Windsor Locks Fire Department 
and I'll be available to march again. 

The current big news is the carnival was a 
big success. 

Back to the golf, my daily breakdown fol
lows: 

-Monday, July 3: The quiet day at the 
Tournament Players Club of Connecticut. 
Governor William A. O'N eilljoined the GHO 
and Canon officials in opening ceremonies at 
the course. This was followed by a mini
players Pro-Am to get the golf off to a good 
start. For the record, Danny Edwards shot a 
66, followed by last year's champion, Mark 
Brooks, who had a 70, one under par, along 
with four other golfers. It was announced 
that Canon USA and the Greater Hartford 
Jaycees have agreed in principle to another 
five-year association to sponsor the GHO. 
That's good news to golf fans in the area. 

At the media building, we have a local 
connection. This year's GHO Media Rela
tions head was John P. Gionvannucci, who is 
married to Susan Brown Gionvannucci, 
daughter of local residents Marshall and 

Joan Brown. The young couple were both 
busy the first day, along with their own 
addition, 4-week old Betsy Gionvannucci, 
who doesn't care if Fuzzy or Lee come into 
the building for an interview. She just slept. 
Wait a few years, John and Susan. The day, 
weather-wise, was beautiful to say the least. 
Ran into Bruce and Jill Holcomb of Windsor 
Locks, watching the action on the 5th hole.. 

-Tuesday, July 4: Probably the best way 
to celebrate the Fourth - not much noise at 
the TPC but plenty of golf. Three events, one 
for the kids, the golf clinic with Nutmeg 
golfer Ken Green and Mark Calcavecchia 
providing golf techniques for the kids. Mark 
must have been listening to himself and Ken. 
He went out and won the annual GHO shoot
out over the likes of Fuzzy Zoeller, Hubert 
and Ken Green, Lee Trevino, Peter Jacob
sen, Mark Brooks and Paul Azinger. 

Before the shootout, a Pro-Celebrity Long 
Drive Competition was held at the first tee. 
Glad I wasn't entered, those guys hit the ball 
on the average of275 yards. The winner was 
Greg Ladehoffwith a drive of289! Weather 
was hot and humid. 

-Wednesday, July 5: Not that great a 
day ... no sun. Rain started to fall late in the 
morning. By the time the last pro and celeb
rity/executive went off, it was a steady rain 
story. But first things first ... met a few 
Windsor Locks folks along the way - Ed and 
Jean 'Ford (he of the Lions Club); Elmer 
Jones, retired from C-E; Joe Barile, medical. 
man on the 9th. The best seat and view on the 
course ... Tony Montenieri. Tony was doing 
his duty for the "Travelers" ... he got to see 
some of the best golfers, the well-known and 
unknown. Tony even made the early evening 
television show when one of the golfers and 
celebrities were teeing off. 

I got to the course real early ... but a big 
disappointment. Roger Clemens of the Red 
Sox was a no-show. John Gionvannucci said 
the Red Sox pitcher notified tournament 
officers he would not play at 8 a.m., just one 
hour before tee-off with Peter Jacobsen and 
group. Some of the celebrities did show -
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Ken Howard, Gordie Howe and Kevin Di
neen, Dan Lauria (TV star), Leslie Nielsen, 
Chad Everett, Sparky Lyle, Sergeant Slaugh
ter and Maury Povich of "A Current Affair." 

-Thursday, July 6: First day of the pro 
golfers competition. If you believed the 
weather forecast, you probably would not 
have gone to the TPC. 

Umbrellas were the order of the day. Never 
opened mine. A great day to watch the pros. 
When it was over and scores entered, Paul 
Azinger, 1987 GHO winner was tied at six 
under (65) with Kenny Knox and Bob Glider. 
Among the many local folks, we talked to Bill 
Elrick, a teacher and GHO fan, Bob O'Con
ner of Little League fame, and nice guy Bill 
Asselin. 

-Friday, July 7: A hot day. In the 90's. 
Had to find some shade: Second day for the 
pros. That day, who makes the cut and who 
does not. A little story,-probably very little. 
To paraphrase ... if clothes make the golfer, 
what about home towns? I followed, for a few 
holes, Rick Fehr of Redmond, Wash. As he 
walked to the 11th tee, we had a short con
versation. No, he wasn't sure how his home 
town g~t its name. 

Leader after second round ... that's right, 
Kenny Knox, at 10-under. (Will history re
peat? In 1986, Knox led after three rounds.) 

-Saturday, July 8: As the song goes, 
"Only Mad Dogs and Englishmen go out in 
the noonday sun." I'm far from English, but 
did sit in the sun on the fourth green from 10 
in the morning to 3 in the afternoon. A day to 
relax, no walking around, had to save my 
energy for the evening Firemen's Parade in 
town. My companions, daughter Pat and 
son-in-law of Little League fame, Bob Creech. 
After all the scores were in, Kenny Knox, 
Wayne Levi and Wayne Grady, all at 12-
under. Tomorrow, the final day, and let's see 
how Mr. Knox does. 

-Sunday, July 9: Another beautiful day 
at the TPC ... crowd total for the week is 
more than 200,000. As the final day began, 
the two Waynes, Levi from Utica, N.Y. and 
Grady from far-off Australia, world's apart 
but close on the leader board, along with Mr. 
Knox. 

When it was all over, Paul Azinger, with 
the Connecticut connections (born in Hol
yoke, with Simsbury and Manchester rela
tives) won his second GHO with a struggling 
65 (he admits, with a 30 on the front nine) 
and a brilliant 45-foot clip from the right 
fringe at the 18th hole. In second place, 
Wayne Levi, who lost by one shot, going back 
to New York State with $108,000. For Paul. 
the tournament record 267, the $180,000 
first prize and a spot on the U.S. Ryder Cup 
Team. ,'" .-

Mr. Knox ended up, way down, after shoot
ing a 76, to duplicate his '86 performance. 
But the tournament had big crowds and two 
favorites, Fuzzy Zoeller and Lee Trevino. 
Fuzzy did not fare well (on Sunday) and Mr. 
Trevino, tied for fourth, had a great 64 on 
Friday and is ready for the British Open. 

It's all history now - Azinger the champ. 
To sum up the two "Summer Biggest Hits" 

- "Each year the biggest winners on the 
PGA tour is charity," the same is true of the 
Canon GHO tor local fans. And each year, 
one of the big winners in the town of Windsor 
Locks is the volunteer service given by the 
Fire Department. 

That was the week that was. Golf, carnival 
and parade. A great way to start off the 
summer. 



Katherine Lyndell Smith Eves 

Senior Center Director 

Kit Eves, director of the Windsor Locks 
Senior Citizens Center. 

Staff Photo By julie Cox 

~ ou are never too old to set goals ... " 
Kit Eves has been director of the Windsor 

Locks Senior Citizens Club since last Au
gust. When talking to Kit, a native of Maine, 
you find out early that she enjoys her job and 
the people she works with on a daily basis. 
This past year, Kit has found the seniors 
"very involved and they care about them-
selves." " 

But first, some background on this very 
social person who has a son, Joshua, and 
husband, Jamie, the latter very involven in 
teaching history at UConn. 

There's a lot to tell about Katherine Lyndell 
Smith Eves. Kit, as she is known to all the 
folks at the Center, has the middle name of a 
favorite aunt, and firmly believes that her 
maiden name of Smith should not be forgot
ten. That's why on the monthly Senior Cen
ter Activities News, as editor, she is listed as 
Katherine L.S. Eves. 

Kit grew up in Bangor, the daughter of 
David and Sylvia Smith, both of whom have 
had distinguished careers in the teaching 
profession. Her mother is now. pursuing a 
second career with AARP. Her father, Dr. 
Smith, is a full-time professor of history at 
the University of Maine. He is originally 
from South Paris, Maine. 

Mrs. Smith, the former Sylvia White, is 
from Brewer, Maine. The couple now live in 
Bangor. Mrs. Smith did not stay in retire- . 
ment long. After 28 years of teaching home 
economics, she is now associated with AARP 
as the state's health coordinator, in what she 
calls her second career. Kit has a brother, 
Clayton, who resides in Baltin:t0re, Md. 

Had No Future Plans 
Kit graduated from John Bapst Memorial 

High School in 1977. As a student, she admits, 
"I had no plans for the future ... (I guess) I 
was only interested in politics, and a love of 
English history." College life lasted only three 
semesters at the University of Maine, the 
teachers' college where her parents had met. 
"There was illness in the family (Kit's grand- , 
mother fe.ll. ill) which necessitated leaving 

Likes the Job, the People 
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college. Years later however, Kit received a 
degree in Sociology and Social Work. In 
addition to caring for her grandmother, Kit 
managed to work part time as a paralegal 
secretary. 

J There are three individuals who Kit greatly 
admires - her mother, her father and for
mer U.S. Senator from Maine, Ed Muskie, a 
native of Rumford, Maine: 

About her mother, Sylvia White Smith, 
she says: "She had a career and a family, was 
highly respected, taught me to organize and 
work with people." About her father, David 
Smith, sh~ ~~rs_~ .:'.Without his guidance, I 

would not have gone as far as I have." AbOut 
Ed Muskie, she says: "I was much involved in 
his campaign for senator. I only regret I , 

_could not vote for him. I was too young." 
, " " . 

Soon after, Kit met Jamie Howard Eves, : 
who was born and raised in Stillwater, Maine. 
In 1974, he graduated from Old Time High, 
School, going to the University of Maine and 
majoring in history. They worked closely 
together in the VISTA (Volunteers In Serv
ice To Americans) program. Kit and Jamie 
were married on June 13, 1982. At the time, 
Jamie was working at the university in the 
Student Legal Services Department. He was 
with the university for three years. He even
tually returned to the university as a stu
dent, for his master's degree and as an in
structor, until the young couple decided in 
August of last year to move to Connecticut. 

Interested In Social Work 
Kit had always been concerned and inter

ested in social work, especially for the eld
erly, and was involved in volunteer work in 
Bangor. When the couple moved to Connecti
cut, the Windsor Locks senior citizens pro
gram had an opening ... and as they say, the 
rest is history. Kit Eves became director at 
the WL Senior Citizens Club. 

Currently, Jamie.is st~dying for his Ph.D 
at UConn, in addition to his role as history 
teacher at the state college. They live in 
}l~arby :Wil~antic, with their son Joshua. 

The 6-year-old was born on March 17,1983. 
Kit said, "Our son was a gift from God." 
Joshua will attend first grade in the fall, and 
is a boy who "loves to read." According to his 
proud mother, he also has an interest in Star 

Trek movies and the latest GhoBtbusters~ -
When asked about anyl hobbies, she an

swered without hesitation, "politics." To Kit, 
politics has always been important in her 
life, explaining "I'm a Democrat; however, I 
do not talk politics when working, only on 
personal time." 

Avid Reader -
She is an avid reader, with a book a week, 

everything, she said, except Westerns. On a 
domestic note, Kit is into embroidery. In 
sports, she cheers for the Celtics and Jamie 
follows the Red Sox. Memberships for Kit 
include the Connecticut Coalition on Aging, 
Connecticut Association of Senior Citizen 
Personnel, and National Association of Ba
cial Workers. 

She says "I'm here to stay," when ques
tioned on future plans in Windsor Locks, 
then adds, "I do enjoy the work. The mem
bers are definitely interested in making their 
lives better, and they appreciate that I know 
how to do that." Kit believes "The people (at 
the center) are comfortable with my knowl
edge and I have the ability to organize them." 

Like the ad says, they are in good hands. 

Can-do Attitude 
Kit believes in the "American Dream," 

withthesewords ... "I do not believe in No! ... 
you can do what you set your heart to ... it's 
the 'American Dream' - if you want to do it, 
you are never to old to set goals." 

She adds: "It may take (your) entire life, 
(but) it can be done." 

EPILOG: 
Katherine Lyndell Smith Eves has indeed 

made an impression on our town's senior 
citizens. Kit believes in people ... she is a 
social person. A fellow Democrat, the late 
John F. Kennedy said the following ... "We 
must recognize that older peopie have a right 
to decent food, clothing, housing; a right to a 
decent income; a right, earned by a lifetime 
of useful service, to live out their lives in 

: useful satisfying, continued service to their 
1 world ~d to those who love them ... " Kit is 
doing her part. 
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Leopold Nadeau 

Quiet Family Man 

leopold Nadeau poses in his military uni
form in 1943, during World War II. 

"Take the gift of God ... and (share)it with 
someone else ... " 

Leopold Nadeau wondered why I asked 
him for an interview. Saying, everyone has a 
story to tell may seem a bit trite. However, in 
Leo's case, I found an interesting story, cer
tainly worth telling. 

The Fall River, Mass. native, father of 
seven, grandfather to 18, and great-grandfa
ther of one, served his country during World 
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War II. He is a member of the American 
Legion' and V.F.W., the Knights of Colum
bus, and served in the local Auxiliary Police 
for a quarter century. Today, he works as a 
volunteer at Mount Sinai Hospital. Leo is 

retired from Pratt & Whitney, with 39 years 
of service. 

Large families run in the Nadeau clan. Leo 
has four brothers and three sisters, children 
of the late Omer and Marie Nadeau who 
were from Fall River. Leo's sisters include 
Emilia, Irene and Blanche. Leo lost a brother, 
Lionel, due to a World War II injury. Henry 
was the third son to serve in the war. Leo has 
two other brothers, Victor and Joe. 

Leo, at age 7, left the Massachusetts in-! 
dustrial city and headed for the farm life in 
Quebec, Canada. The time was the early' 
1930s. The French-speaking family oper-' 
ated a farm, where Leo and his brothers 
found the work hard. At 17, young Leo left 
the farm to work in the construction busi
ness. He spent time at the Notre Dame 
Hospital in Montreal, due to a knee injury, 
,which would affect him later in years. 

Has Interesting Life Story 



Returned To States 
In 1940, Leo returned to the states and 

found work as a carpenter in Newport R I 
building barracks for the U.S. Navy. N~ve~~ 
ber of 1942 found Leo in the uniform of a 
f?oldier. His Army career ended in February 
1946, with a f~w interesting events along the 
way, from the California desert to the Rhine 
Etiver. . 
, Private Nadeau boarded a troop train out 
of co~d ~ort Devens, crossing the country, 
landing In hot Desert Center, Calif. where 
the temperatures soar to 1 OO-plus during the 
day, and actually cool down at night. Soon 
after arrival, he suffered another knee injury 
and spent three months in a Pasadena hos
pital. 

Returning to the desert location, Leo found 
his outfit was gone, When the truth was 
known, Leo~s medical records were in Bel
gium. Leo managed to convince the Army of 
his status, and was assigned duty in Long 
Beach and Reno. When it was time to go 
overseas, Leo was told: "No overseas for 
Private Nadeau ... " So much for Army doc
tors. 

Leo was off, back across the country, land
ingin England, seeing the sights of Liverpool 
and London. He was shipped to the conti
nent, and served in France, Luxembourg, on 
the Rhine River, Austria and in the Army of 
Occupation, after the war, in Germany. 

Back to t~e states (Fort Dix), and it was 
discharge for new civilian Leo Nadeau, bad 
knee and all. But we must backtrack. Re
member the doctor saying Leo did not have to 
go overseas? He was given a furlough and he 
went east to FaIl River and married Annette 

Simoneau. They had met long before on a 
blind date. After their wedding in July 1943, 
they both returned to California where 
Annette stayed with Leo for eight months 
before, he was, ship~ed to England. . 

Annette Kept Busy 
Annette came home and kept busy as a 

dressmaker, and also kept the U.S. Postal 
Service busy. ' 

For the record, Annette has a sister, Rita, 
and two brothers, Tom and "Brother" Nor
man, a member of a men's religious order in 
New York State. 

The newlyweds, once reunited, stayed only 
a short time in Fall River, then moved a little 
bit west to Hartford, where they lived for 
eight years. Leo had joined Pratt & Whitney 
as a carpenter, retiring in 1985. Looking 
back, Leo remembers working two jobs, as a' 
man always willing to do what was neces
sary ~ raise a large family. 

And the large family of Annette and Leo 
consists of three girls, Janine, Pauline and 
Janet, and four sons, Richard, Robert, R0-
land and Roger. Both Roland and Roger are 
in the Navy. Leo said, "Some live in Con
necticut and also in New Jersey and Chi
cago," where Annette and Leo spend some 
time on vacation, in addition to Hawaii, 
Florida, New Orleans and Mexico. Leo added, 
"All our children graduated from the local 
high school." 

There is only one hobby for this quiet, 
concerned father of seven - woodworking. 
But when it comes to membership and being 
a volunteer, that's anot.her story. Leo be
longs to the Windsor Locks Senior Citizens 
Center, joined the Knights of Columbus in 
1954, the American Legion in 1956 (and was 
it's historian), the V.F.W. in Hartford in 
1946, transferring to town upon his arrival 
in 1955. As far as veterans' affairs go, he 
said, "I've done a little bit of everything _in 

those organizations. They are good for the 
vets." 

Historic Flood 
In 1955, soon after moving to town, this 

area was hit by the historic flood. It was time 
Leo said, to help with all the problems, so h~ 
joined the Auxiliary Police Department and 
served for 25 years. 

Leo is a religious man and has had the 
experience of attending weekend retreats 
the past three years at the Holy Family 
Retreat House in West Hartford. Just to add 
another notch to his volunteer belt, Leo was 
a member of the local Civil Defense. Another 
satisfying program he has been involved in 
for the past five years has been as a volunteer 
at Mount Sinai Hospital, from 6 in the morn
ing to 2, two days a week. Leo put it this way 
... "1 love the work." He says he and the 
patients look forward to the times he spends 
in the hospital helping out. 

When asked who he most admired, Leo 
said, ~y wife ... everything I've been con
nected with, she has kept me straight." Leo's 
personal philosophy is: "Always take (and 
share) the gifts of God and give them to 
someone else ... a helping hand." 

The evening Leo and 1 talked was a hot 
June night, as we sat in his comfortable back 

yard, near his garden. We stopped for a 
moment as one ofhis granddaughters, Jan- ' 
nette Fontaine of Enfield, came to visit her 
grandparents. 1 remarked that she was a 
beautiful girl and she smiled and said, "He's 
.a beautiful person," as she kissed her proud 
grandfather. 
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Kelly Jean Andrews Shares Talents As Town's Summer Program Director 
"Smile ... it helps to make things hap

pen ... " 
This summer, from June 30 to Aug. 18, 

Kelly Jean Andrews has been and will be 
sharing her time, energy, experience and 
that familiar smile with the children of 
Windsor Locks, at Pesci Park, as the new 
Summer Program director. 

Kelly, the daughter of Leroy and Lucy
Andrews, is a native of Windsor Locks. Her 
parents were originally from Maine. This is 
Kelly's sixth year at Pesci Park, and her first 
year as director, taking over the duties of 
Barbara McHugh. 

The 1986 WLHS graduate will be in her 
final year this fall at Southern Connecticut 
State University where she is majoring in 
Physical Education. Kelly's future plans 
include studying for a master's degree and 
teaching physical education at the elemen
tarylevel. 

As to background on her family, Leroy and 
Lucy Andrews came south to Connecticut in 
the late 1960s to live and work. Kelly has tWo 
brothers, Ronnie (WLHS '73) and Dana 
(WLHS '78), and a sister, Karen (WLHS '80). 
Karen is married to William Naismith. They 
live in town with their daughter Kristin, age 
3, Kelly's godchild. Dana resides in East 
Windsor and Ronnie resides in town with his 
8-year-old daughter, Nicole, and his parents. 

Kelly's father, Leroy, is a veteran of the 
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Korean war and served overseas. He is cur
rently employed at Barnes Central Metal 
Products in East Windsor. Her mother, Lucy, 
has been a familiar face to parents who bowl 
at Bradley Lanes, as the person in charge of 
the nursery for the past 15 years. 

Enjoys Food 
As for a few personal notes on Ms. Kelly, 

she enjoys all kinds of food, but does have a 
favorite - steamers, especially at popular 
"Savin Rock." When it comes to music, it's 
the top 40 in Rock and Roll. She watches the 
Cosby Show, movies featuring Tom Hanks, 
whether they have a comedy twist or are 
tear-jerkers. 

Kelly is into horseback riding. She began 
riding in East Windsor where her brother 
Dana has horses. At times she has traveled 
to Agawam, Mass. to pursue her hobby. 
However, when pinned down, she admits her 
main hobby is gymnastics, saying "I work out 
when I have free time at college." 

Kelly has gone that extra step in this 
conditioning sport. She is a coach from Janu
ary to March of 9th and 12th graders at the 
Foran High School in Milford. In addition, 

Kelly Jean Andrews 

Kelly teaches at the Nelson Gym Center, 
also in Milford, when her busy schedule 
permits her time away from the books. 

Keeping with her personality, Kelly col
lects "Precious Moments" ceramics that she 
says she "loves." They remind her of the 
children she enjoys being around at Pesci 
Park and her other activities in Milford. 

Vacation time for the Andrews family 
means camping trips to Maine, Vermont and . 
New Hampshire in the White Mountains. 

In the six summers Kelly has been part of 
the program at Pesci, she has found many 
valuable lessons to be learned, when it comes 
to being with and teaching the young boys 
and girls in this well-attended clinic. 

Works With Children 
Kelly said, "The children are using their 

free time to learn how to be socially active, 
meeting new friends, being a team player 
and an added lesson in 'Kiddies Komer," 
definitively a stepping stone for the very 
young before enrolling in nursery school." 

As director, Kelly's main function is to 

organize special days, making sure the equip
ment is readily available, and that prizes are 
awarded for those special days. Kelly has an 
agreeable staff which includes Jon Russillo 
and Mike Collins, two well-known high school 
athletes, along with equally-talented Kate 
Cenci, Cindy Marinak and Nancy Leonard. 

The month of July has been filled with 
activity, from arts and crafts and gymnastics 
to baseball and those special days, such as 
carnival, Balloon Day, Dog Show, and today 
(Aug. 4), Christmas in August. And this 
month there will be Pet Fair, and the last day 
(Aug. 18) the program ends with a summer 
picnic (Pie Eating, Bubblegum Day, and 
everything kids will enjoy). 

In addition, the kids in town have taken 
advantage of the swimming pool under the 
watchful eyes of Rich Labbe and his pool 
staff. Coordinating all this activity is the 
town's recreation director, Brian McKeown. 

Kelly was asked who she most admired. 
She replied, "A fellow student at Southern 
(and her boyfriend), Scott Miller, who has 
stood beside me, not in front, always there 
for me, always willing to help, getting me to 
organize and take responsibility; he has 
taught me a great deal about coaching and 
gymnastics." Scott, ajunior at the New Haven 
institution, is a management major. 

In high school yearbooks, there is usually 
a capsule identity of each student, and most 
of the time they're right on the mark. In 
Kelly's 1986 yearbook, it mentioned her 
continual smile and the words that seem to 
sum up this friendly and energetic young 
lady: "Smile, it helps to make things hap
pen." 
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Frank Monzillo: New Legion Commander is Concerned Veteran 
A great many personal experiences -

health-wise and added veteran responsibil
ity - have transpired since Frank Monzillo 
and 1 last spoke several years ago. 

Frank is still very involved with the local 
Boy Scouts, veterans' affairs, and was re
cently named to the office of Commander of 
Gensi-Viola Post No. 36, The American 
Legion. 

In retirement, as in the years of working, 
F~ankwearsmany hats-the Legion, V.F.W., 
Knights of Columbus, scouts, and now holds 
several positions, all in connection with re
tired service men and women. 

In 1984, Frank underwent "triple heart 
by-pass" and since then has not curtailed his 
involvement in his activities or limited him
self in keeping fit. As an example, he plays 
golf, bowls and some racquetball. Three times 
a week, Frank travels to Mount Sinai Hospi
tal for physical therapy, which includes his 
new found racquetball experience. 

Waterbury Native 
Before commenting on the activities of the 

Legion and the latest information for veter
ans, a few notes on Frank are as follows: the 
Waterbury native has lived in town since 
1956' he has a son, Ronald, who lives and 
wor~ in Boston as a computer scientist; and 
a daughter, Kathleen, employed by an insur
ance company in West Hartford. 

Francis Paul Monzillo graduated from 
Levenworth High School in 1941. Soon after. 
Pearl Harbor, he enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Air Corps, saying, "I always wanted to fly." 
The new airman was trained in Mississippi 
before shipping overseas on the Queen Mary, 
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"with 25,000 troops," lie said, landing in 
Scotland. 

It didn't take long for Frank and his outfit 
to see action in the following campaigns: 
North Africa, landing at Oran (a seaport on 
the Mediterranean in northwestern Alge
ria); invasion of the island ofPantellerio; and 
the critical invasion ofItaly (near the town of 
Toronto). 

Licensed Aircraft Mechanic 

Returning to civilian life in October of 
1945, Frank attended the University of 
Detroit for a year under the G 1 Bill. He chose 
the east coast for further education, going to 
Putnam State Technical School and earning 
a license as an aircraft engine mechanic. 

When the Korean war broke out, Frank 
joined the Air Force for active duty. (He had 
joined the Air National Guard in 1948.) He 
retired as a Master Sergeant in 1981 after a 
distinguished career. His employment rec
ord goes from Kaman to Sikorsky's, back to 
Kaman (all in the aircraft industry) and 
finally settling for boilers at Combustion 
Engineering in Windsor, where after 31 years, 
Frank retired in 1987. 

A, member of the local V.F.W. for two 
decades, Frank was added to the roles of the 
American Legion, saying, "The Legion wanted 
new blood, and with the Vietnam vets join
ing, I decided to become involved and was 
recently chosen commander." 

The Legion, according to Frank, currently 
has more than 250 members. The group 
meets the third Thursday of each month at 
Memorial Hall on Main Street. There are 
many familiar names serving as Post offi
cers. Along with Frank, there's Edward 
Sabotka, senior vice commander; James 
Capolda as junior vice commander; Tom 
U nnold, finance officer; Arthur Africano, 
personnel officer; Rudolph Desroches, chap
lain; Judge Advocate is S. William Bromson; 
Adjutant is James Houlberg, Vietnam vet, as 
with Claudio Remotti, historian. The service 
officer's chair is held down by Joseph Valbona. 

Veterans His Main Concern 

Being involved in veteran affairs is Frank's 
main occupation these days. He is treasurer 
of two veteran organizations, Air Force 
Sergeant Association for the State of Con
necticut and the Retiree Activities Program 
at Westover AFB, where he works one day a 
week. 

Discussing veteran organizations with 
Frank, you find a dedicated individual. "The 
groups are very dear to me and 1 want to be 
involved, helping to continue benefits for the 
vets," he said, adding that "if any military 
retirees have a problem or question, they can 
call the following number: (413) 557-3918." 

Recent information has come to the atten
tion of Frank regarding "lost" service medi
cal treatment and hospitalization records 
being found. 

The following could be of interest and 
service to many veterans: These records 
(nearly 10 million) cover the years 1942-45 
and 1950-54. They involve individuals who 
served in the Army and Army Air Corps and 

'The Legion wanted new blood, 
and with the Vietnam vets joining, 
I decided to become involved and 
was recently chosen commander.' 

Frank Monzillo 

may include personnel from other branches 
of the service who were treated in Army 
hospitals. They may also be records showing 
treatment of former prisoners of war and 
service men and women from other nations 
as well as civilians cared for in Army hospi
tals. 

These should prove valuable to veterans 
whose claims for benefits were denied be
cause their records were lost in the National 
Personnel Record Center fire in St. Louis, 
Mo. 15 years ago. Veterans of those periods 
who had claims denied by the VA because 
there was no evidence of their treatment are 
now advised to again contact the Veterans 
Administrations or their organization's serv
ice officer and ask about re-opening their VA 
claim. 

EPILOGUE: That's the story of Frank 
Monzillo. He has the welfare of his fellow 
veterans always on his mind. Frank admired 
the famous airman, Lindbergh, and although 
he did not make the life of a pilot, "did the 
next best thing," being around aircraft all his 
life. Frank admits he's from the old school, 
save something for a rainy day; however, he 
is sticking to a new rule - "do it today, 
tomorrow may never come." 



As High School Principal 

Raymond Grasso 
"Everything that limits us ... we have to put 

aside ... " 
From Johnathan Livingston Seagull 

Raymond Andrew Grasso has the best of 
~ two worlds. One world consists ofbis family 

Judy, his wife; Jennifer and Matthew the~ 
children. The .other world, Windsor Locks 
High School. 

Mr. Grasso, principal of the local high 
school, putting it mildly, is very fond and 
proud of the students, teachers and the school 
itself, and what they represent. His future 
plans, only include, he said "Making the 
(high school) the best it could be and we are 
off to a good start." • 

This dedicated mission is not taken lightly 
by this very sincere, friendly man who is at 
~ome ~ emcee at a teacher's roast, as prin
CIpal Wlth a very open door policy, or. assist
ing with the annual school musical. The 
writing fraternity and theater work (two of 
his talents) may have lost a true devotee in 
Ray Grasso. However, there is still an avid 
'interest in the theater and the written word. 
But the family and the high school is now his 
number one priority. 

Ray Grasso is an East Hartford native, the 
son of the late Raymond A. Grasso Sr., a 
veteran letter carrier in 'East Hartford for 
more than 35 years. Ray's mother Phil 
Grasso, resides in Hartford. He h~ two 
brothers, the late Donald Grasso, a teacher~ 
and George, who Rayca1ls "his older brother" 
who lives in Forestville and is currently the 
Math Department chairman at Plainville 
High School. Ray said, "My parents were 
both cognizant ofa good education, my broth
ers ~d I were a great joy to them, and proud 
theIr three sons were in the educational 
field." 

Always Active 
Be it high school or college, Ray Grasso 

was always in the active end of student 
participation. At East Hartford High School 
(Class of'64), he was involved with the year
boo~, editor ~f the school newspaper, Honor 
SOCIety, Boys State, Salutatorian ofhis class. 

. At Amherst (Class of'68), where he majored 
in Spanish, he spent two summers at day 
camps, helping handicapped children. He 
was ~readyreadyto assist in worthy causes. 
Looking back at those years, especially in 
high school, he said, "1 was always observing 
teachers, was impressed by their perform
ances and presentations." 

He wanted to be a teacher, took literary 
classes, wanted to go to college and be a great 
writer ... to write the Great American Novel 
but found out it was already written. ' 
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During those high school years, Ray had 
many friends and among them was Judy 
Waldheim. They were in the same class and 
when it came time for a partner for the prom, 
Ray Grasso asked Judy Waldheim. She said 
"First, yes," with him adding~ "Are ypu kid
ding?" 

The day he and this reporter met in his 
high school office, he added this to the 
story .... "I've loved her since that moment." 

They were wed on July 20, 1968. Judy had 
gone to Hartford Hospital School of Nursing 
after high school. Today, she is an R.N. Judy 
was a high school athlete and cheerleader. 
She is the daughter of AI and Harritt Wald
heirn, who are retired and living in Florida. 
Their son-in-law had the classic evaluation 
on their move from Connecticut. "They went 
to Flo~~ to find the fountain of youth, and 
found It, Mr. Grasso said. 

Vernon Residents 
_ Today! th.e family of Raymond and Judy 
Grasso live In Vernon. They have two active 
children, Jennifer and Matthew. Jennifer is 
a graduate of Rockville High School, where 
she played volleyball. Next month she will 
conti~ue her education at Juniata College in 
Hun~gdon, Penn. where she is majoring in 
SPaJ?lsh. Matthew, "the athlete in the family 
and Into soccer all year round," is a senior at 
Rockville. 

Befo~e elabor~ting on Mr. Grasso's higher 
education and different teaching positions, a 

. fe~ pers~nal notes: he loves pasta (all vari
ations); listens to theater music, some Rock 
b~lade; 'FV viewing includes "Thirty Some
thing, WIse Guy and cooking shows on public 
TV." He's a Woody Allen fan and his favorite 
movie is "Annie Hall." 
~en i~ co~es to the outdoors, he enjoys 

fisbing With his son and gardening (flowers 
and vegetables). The garden hobby was a 
family trait, he said, from his "Grandpa 
Grasso, who came from Italy and sold chick
ens and eggs in East Hartford, a very gentle 
man." 

The theater is a part of Mr. Grasso who 
has directed musicals, took part in th~ play 
"Fiddler on the Roof," ("that's when I started 
to grow my beard," he says). The past three 
year~, he bas assisted with the school's yearly 
mUSICals. 

Vacation Time 
Vacations for the Grasso family? A good 

question, they say. Judy wants a week at the 

WINDSOR LOCKS JOURNAL AUGUST 11, 1989' 



beach. Ray wants a week of Broadway shows 
in New York City. (You know who won? Yes, 
Judy.) Ray is a Red Sox fan, along with 
Matthew. However, his late father was a big 
Yankee rooter, and today, his mother, Phil, 
can't get enough of the Bronx Bombers (a 
term not used for today's team of Dallas 
Green). _ 

Ray began his master's program (in Spe
cial Education) at Temple University, finish
ing at Central Connecticut and the "6th 
Year" at UConn. 

After their wedding, the newlyweds lived 
in Philadelphia, where he was a teacher in 
the inner city while studying for his mas
ter's. Judy, in Ray's words, "is a true profes
sional, a woman who needs her nursing ca
reer as much as I need the teaching profes
sion." He had a long list of positions before 
assuming the role of principal at the local 
high school: he taught young "brain-dam
aged" children and handicapped students in 
the Philadelphia area, saying it was "an 
unbelievable experience." 

His first Connecticut position was teach
ing Special Education in elementary and 
middle school in East Hartford. Soon after he 
moved to East Hartford High School, for a 
four-year period, he taught the first Special 
Ed in the high school. He was department 
head of Special Ed and in 1979, took over the 
role of assistant principal of the high school. 
He was named director of Secondary Schools 
before coming to Windsor Locks in May of 
1986. He is a member of several national 
educational organizations and in addition, 
Phi Delta Kappa. 

Who He Admires 
As mentioned, we met at Mr. Grasso's high 

school office, and among the many questions 
asked was who he most admired? He said, 
"My wife, Judy, who always knew what she 
wanted to do, a good mother, wife and a good 
nurse." , 

Another individual fell in this category, a 
friend, Matt Sullivan, a young man who 
wanted to be.an actor, a grad of Julliard 
School in New 'York. He's now a working 
actor, off Broadway and Washington, D.C. 
"Matt was another person who knew what he 
wanted, and willing to give credit to others 
along the way~ . 

Also, among the many profound things we 
discussed, Mr. Grasso summed it up by 
saying .... "Everyone has the capabilities to 
make a difference." 

Epilog 
Raymond Andrew Grasso has made a dif

ference in the high school, where he found 
students "honest with themselves and otli-

For the Class of 1990 and beyond, 
he said, 'School begins Wednes
pay, August 30r 
, Raymond A. Grasso, Windsor Locks High 

School Principal 

ers." He is a man very content with his 
position, and it has been that way, be it with 
handicapped children in Philadelphia, Spe
cial Education students at the high school he 
graduated from, or in Windsor Locks, where 
he had "strong feelings" for the Class of1989. 

For the Class of 1990 and beyond .... he 
said, "School begins Wednesday, August 30! 

Has the Best of Two Worlds 



Mary Colo Grew Up On Easy Street 
Mary Colturi Colo never realized her early 

ambition to be a teacher. However, this na- ' 
tive of Hartford - and as nearly a native 
daughter of Windsor LOcks as one can be
come - has raised two talented children, Dr. 
Richard Colo and local teacher, Linda Colo, 
and has watched the growth of two grand
children" Matthew and Geoffrey Colo. 
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hard to find. She worked at Montgomery 
Company, for a short time, and finally put 
her skills to work m Hartford's Lombardi 
Manufacturing Co., taking the train to the 
capital city every morning. In addition, she 
worked as a telephone operator,in town. 

Linda, a high school teacher since 1972, 
has surely fulfilled her mother's ambition; 
while her brother, Richard, an optometrist 
in Suffield, is a well-known professional man. 
The doctor has two sons for Mary Colo to add 
to her- proud moments of family sharing. 
Linda adds, "She's the heartbeat of the 
family." . 

Mary is the widow of Angelo Colo, who 
passed away in 1980, after a career at Pratt 
& Whitney. He was an active member of the 
local Democratic Town Committee and an 
ever-faithful St. Louis Cardinal baseball fan, 
along with several other town rooters. 

A few facts on the matriarch of the Colo 
clan: Mary was born in Hartford, in the 
Colturi home, located across the street from 
the hospital. At the age of five, her family 
moved to Whiton Street, also known in those 
days as "Easy Street." 

Mary was the daughter of Angelo and 
Louise Colturi, who were both born in Italy. 
Angelo came to the states at the age of11, 
while his future bride was 20 when she 
reached these shores. They were married in 
St. Patrick's Church in the near by Thompson
ville section of Enfield. Mary has a brother, 
Louis, who lives in Enfield, and a sister, Elsie 
Nesta, who resides in Windsor Locks. 

1935 mgh School Graduate 
Mary attended Union School and is a 1935 

graduate of the high school. Looking back, 
she said, "I wanted to be a teacher, but my 
mother (felt) there was no need to go to 
college." 

She did manage to go to Bay Path Junior 
College to pursue a business career, receiv
ing an associate degree in 1937. It was the 
time of the great depression, and jobs were 

Those jobs were all before Mary was mar
ried. After her two children were grown, and 
in school, Mary worked 19 summers for the 
original First· National Bank of Windsor 
Locks, which changed its name to Northern 
Connecticut and is now CBT. 

Where did Mary meet her future husband? 
"Our parents were friends, and we were kids 
together on Whiton Street," she said. "Angelo 
went to St. Mary's and trade school in Hart
ford, learning to be a machinist." He was the 
son of Joseph and Palmina Colo, who also 
came from Italy. He had a brother, James. 

Angelo worked two years at Horton, before 
joining Pratt & Whitney, where he was 
employed for 38 years, retiring in 1977 as 
general foreman. Mary said, "Angelo, at the 
time, received an award (for contribution to 
work process) that included the highest dol
lar amount." 

Husband Was Active 
He was active in town, and organized the 

first Catholic boy scout troop at St. Mary's. 
He was a member of the town's housing 
authority and held memberships in the Koro 
(fourth degree), American Legion and the 
V.F.W. 

Mary and Angelo were married on Sept. 5, 
1942. In May of 1944, he was called into the 
U.S. Army, where he served until February, 
1947: , 

He was trained in Texas and Colorado. He 
became a member of a ski troop, a part of the 
10th Mountain Division, with time in the 
mountains of northern Italy at the height of 



the war. Angelo was 
wounded and waiting for 
medical treatment, and 
Mary tells the unlikely but 
true story of two medics 
coming across Angelo, Pe
ter Tria and George Har
vey of Windsor Locks! M
ter the war, Angelo served 
as a military policeman and 
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visited his father's home in The Colo Fami Iy (from left) Mathew Colo, Alexis Colo, Geoffrey 
Pre Di Ledro, Italy, where Colo, Mary Colo, Dr. Richard Colo and Linda Colo. . 
he renew~d relationships 
with several cousins and 
uncles. 

In October 1944, just before going over
seas, Angelo was home on leave, and was for
tunate to see his first-born son, Richard. He 
would have to wait until discharge, from the 
army, before his next visit to see his Mary 
and young Richard. 

Mary's Children 
Now the story of Dr. Richard Colo and 

Linda Colo. Richard attended St. Mary's and 
Monson Academy, before higher education 
at Hobart College in Geneva, N.Y. and 
Massachusetts College of Optometry in 
Boston. After graduation in 1970, Richard 
supervised a clinic in Dorcesterfor a year. He 
then opened his own office in Suffield in 
1971, where he still is in practice. 

Richard married Alexis Constantine in 
1967. Alexis is from Sturbridge, Mass. As 
mentioned, they have two sons. Geoffrey 
attends Ithaca College in New York state, 
~th grandma saying, "He's into water 
sports," while her other grandson, Matthew, 
is the soccer player in the family. He also 
plays golf and is into all kinds of sports. He is 
currently attending Westminster School in 
Simsbury. 

Linda Colo was a graduate of Our Lady of 
Angels in Enfield, class of1965. She went on 
to Merrimaclt College in North Andover, 
Mass. where she majored in English and 
humanities. Linda has a distinguished list of 
higher education credits. She attended gradu-

ate school at Syracuse University, receiving 
her master's degree in journalism at the 
Newhouse Communication Center. Linda 
spent her junior year of college in Rome, as 
part of Loyola University of Chicago, based 
in the eternal city. 

She received her teaching credentials at 
Trinity College and her first teaching posi
tion was as substitute instructor at the JFK 
Junior High School in Enfield. In 1972, Linda 
came home and has been teaching English at 
the WLHS. In addition, she was involved in 
the Year Book for 13 years and in the early 
stages of the. annual musicals put on by the 
senior classes, as producer, stage manager 
and other roles in the "Broadway" type shows 
at the high school. 

Mary and Angelo 
More on Mary and Angelo: the Colo family 

began on Whiton Street for the returning 
veteran, but in 1952, they moved to Wicklaw, 
where Mary now resides. Mary and Angelo 
traveled extensively through all of Europe, 
Hawaii, Mexico and Italy several times, vis
iting the home towns of Angelo's father and 
mother. 

Along with local residents, Welles Pease, 
Johnny Mandirola andAldo Sicbaldi,Angelo 
was an ardent Cardinal fan. He arid Mary 
attended the 1942 World Series agai.nst the 
New York Yankees, the Cards won in five. 
Today, Mary treasures a baseball mug 
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Mary Colo between Ella and Angelo, they were both 
nursed bymymother-in-law(PaImina Colo)." 

Mary's personal philO8Ophyis "I Jikepeople 
. ~ouldn't hurt anyone, if anyone needs help: 
)~ ask. If you are nice to people, they'll be 

Continued From Page 7 

(Cards) and ball signed by all the players on 
that championship team. 

Mary was asked, who she most admired 
and answered without any hesitation "Ella 
Grasso, a special lady, and a speciai bond' 

mee to you.n • 

Mary added, ~eareveryfamily-oriented. 
Every Monday mght is family night and I do 
all the cooking." Asked about her children 
Mary Co~turi Colo summed up her feelings: 
"I couldn t ask for anything better ... they're 
good kids," she said. . 
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Willy Watson, Honored Scholar, Is Part of Talented Family 
"Our children are self-sufficient ... " Bob 

Watson 
A funny, or better said, pleasant, thing 

happened, when 1 stopped by to interview 
young William Morgan Watson, the recipi
ent of several honors, as a recent graduate of 
the Class of1989, Windsor Locks High School. 

William, better known as Wills or Willy, 
we found, comes from a very talented family, 
with sisters, Maria and Erika, also active in 
their school years. Maria is now in college 
and Erika is a senior at the Raider School. 

I had the pleasure of their company, along 
with their proud father, Robert Steele Wat
son, a senior engineer at Combustion Engi
neering Inc. in Windsor. Mr. Watson, an 
accomplished man of music, has passed his 
musical talents to his daughters. 

Before listing the many awards of Willy 
Watson, let us go back a few years to the 
early life of his father. Bob Watson, the son of 
the late Morgan and Dorothy Watson, was 
born and raised around the Washington D.C. 
suburbs (Riverdale, Md.). 

Bob graduated from high school in 1961, 
where he pursued his hobby of music, par
ticipating in the school's annual musicals, 
playing trumpet and piano, and assisting 
with arrangements in the musical scores. 
During the summer months, he played in a 
local band. 

When it came time to choose a college, Bob 
move a little more south to the campus of 
Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta. 
In 1968, Bob received a bachelor of science 
degree in engineering, and two years later, a 

- master's degree. 

Bob Meets Adele 

During those years at the "rambling wreck" 
college, Bob met his future wife, Adele. She 
was originally from Mt. Vernon, N.Y.; grow
ing up in Middletown, Conn., and spending 
two years in Switzerland, where her father 
was employed. She attended nursing school 
in Atlanta and married Bob on Dec; 21,1967. 
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Presently, Mrs. Watson resides in Middle
town. 

Bob's employment record actually began 
while in college as a member of a co-op 
program with Westinghouse. Upon gradu
ation, he went to work at Lockheed in Mari
etta, Ga. for a three-year period. The next 
five years were spent at the Newport News 
Shipbuilding facilities in Virginia. 

Looking back, Bob said, "I was involved in 
the design of a submarine, but, unfortu
nately it was never built." In 1977, Bob and 
Adele moved north to Connecticut, when Bob 
joined C-E. They and their children have 
lived in Atlanta, Marietta, North Carolina, 
Virginia and the Nutmeg State. 

Speaking of their children, Willy was born 
in Virginia, Maria in Atlanta and Erika in 
High Point, N.C. Maria is the oldest and in 
her third year at Central Connecticut State 
University. Maria is a 1987 WLHS grad, 
where she was on the swim and track teams, 
and member of the musical cast of "Bye Bye 
Birdie." At college, she has continued her 
swim team involvement. Her dad said, "Maria 
plays the piano and is the singer in the 
family." 

Erika, a senior at WLHS, is also active in 
sports, soccer, softball and basketball. She 
plays the piano, drums and guitar. When 
hobbies were mentioned, both girls said they 
were into "socializing." Their father adding, 
"Both girls and Willy read a lot and we all 
have given up watching television." 

Receives Many Awards 
As for their talented brother, Willy was 

granted a C-E National Merit Scholarship, 
adding to other recent honors: Rotary Club 
Award, the Bausch & Lomb Science Award, 
C.H. Dexter Scholarship and the "prestig-

The Watson Family, with Willie Watson 
(standing center) surrounded by sisters Erika 
and Maria and parents Adele and Robert 
(seated). 

ious" national Robert C. Byrd Scholarship, 
which is limited to about 10 students in each 
of Connecticut Congressional Districts. 

Willy will attend California Institute of 
Technology this month, where he will major 
in math and physics. Willy received a grant 
and aid from Cal Tech. His future plans may 
include teaching and research work. 

While in high school, Willy was the juggler 
in the musical "Carnival." Not to be outdone 
by his sisters, Willy participated in cross
country, tennis and indoor-track, for which 
he was captain during his senior year. He 
was the most valuable player for the math 
team for four years. 

During the last two years, Willy was one of 
150 students in the country invited to par
ticipate in the U.S.A. Mathematical Olym
piad. He is a member of the computer team 
and the National Honor Society. He distin
guished himself at_ the state chemathon. 

Active in Church 
Mr. Watson is an active member in St. 

John's Episcopal Church in Warehouse Point, . 
and has substituted as organist. He said, 
"When the kids were young, I helped out in 
the scouting and Little League programs." 
Music is his hobby and he put this talent into 
action. 

For the past three years, he has got to
gether with a "gang of men, all interested in 
playing the music of the '30s and '40s," re
sulting in memorable evenings for many "in 
old folk's homes," he said. 

When asked who he most admired, Bob 
said, "My father, Morgan Watson, who came 
from Georgia, was a man easy to talk to, 
dependable, came from a broken home ... all 
the children knew their grandfather." 

Epilog 

Yes, Willy comes from a talented family. 
His father, putting it all in the proper per
spective, had this to Bay ... "My children have 
control of their lives, I never p~h my chil
dren, they are self-sufficient and are fond of 
each other." 

Talent in the Watson family runs from 
math to sports to music. Mr. Watson said, 
"They have the inclination to go with the flow 
(of life)." 

At the end of the interview, Bob Watson 
sat down at the family piano and performed 
a musical piece he had written, he said, as a 
young boy of 1 7. Even to this untrained ear, 
I knew it was something special I was listen
ing to and enjoying. 

IfI could capture the life-style of the Watson 
clan ... it would be the 
following ... "Spontaneity is the quality of 
being able to do something just because you 
feel like it at the moment, of trusting your 
instincts, of taking yourself by surprise and 
snatching from the clutches of your well
organized routine a bit of unscheduled pleas
ure." 
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Mark Urso Is Dedicated as an 'Innovator and Volunteer Fireman 
Back in May of197 5, our second interview 

for "Cabbages and Kings" was Joe Urso. (The 
late fire chief, Bill Reilly, was our first.) We 
picked Joe for his civic and fraternal involve
ment. 

This week, 14 years later, we will tell you 
about one of his sons, Mark Joseph Urso, and 
what makes him tick. 

To sum up young Mark, dedicated local 
volunteer fireman, you would have to say 
he's an innovator, mechanical, into carpen
try, and general "restorer" of homes. He has 
proven this worthy talent by changes at his 
home, which he shares with his wife Bar
bara. 

Incidentally, the young Urso couple took 
over the home of Joe and Rena Urso when the 
couple left Windsor Locks for the life and sUn 
of Cape Cod. , 

But first things first, how Mark got his 
start and how he keeps up with a busy 
schedule. Some folks believe baseball play
ers are born, not made. With Mark, he was 
probably born to do things mechanical. As a 
young boy, he was always filling up the 
family garage with tools. Today, the tools 
still monopolize the garage, and the chief 
reason is the restoration of a 1949 Willys 
Jeep which Mark calls "his baby." 

Mark went to the local grammar schools, , 
along with his sister Mary and older brother 
Charles. Mark graduated from the local high 
school, Class of 1975. He managed to play 
football two years, but admitted "I'm not the 
sportsman in the family, more into mechani,. 
cal things." 

Interested in Fire Department 
At the age ofl6, Mark became interested 

.in the fire department. As part of the Civil 
Defense, he joined the junior division of the 
department, saying, "Kenny Jeffery got me 
involved." 

Looking back, Mark remembers, "A few of 
my high school friends joined at the same 
time ... Jack Cannone (still active), John 
Colli Jr., Dale Ribaudo and Brian Hillery." 
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Two years later, Mark became a full-time 
volunteer fireman. . 
. After high school, Mark took on the life of 
student/worker by attending Springfield 
Technical Community College and 8b an 
employee of Hamilton-Standard. 

Over a fire-year period, Mark earned an 
associate degree in automotive technology. 
He had joined Hamilton in January 1976 as. 
an "industrial fireman." In addition, he 
worked at the UTC location in South Wind
sor, in their "fuel cell." He returned to Wind
sor Locks as a dispatcher. For the past 12 
years, Mark has been involved in the pur
chasing end of the . aircraft company and 
today has the title of "procurement technical 
specialist." 

Famlly Tree Diversified 
Mark's father, Joe Urso, was a veteran 

employee of Hamilton until his retirement. 
His mother, Rena, had worked at Dexter's, 
the family with local connections. 

Mark's brother Charles is an FBI agent in 
New Jersey, where he lives with his wife 
Jayn and their son Mark and daughter Mich
elle. Charles is a graduate of Central Con
necticut State University. 

Their sister Mary works and lives in the 
Boston area, employed by an insurance 
company. Mary is a graduate of Champlain 
College in Burlington, Vt. Speaking of edu
cation, Mark is currently attending Central 
Connecticut, pursuing his second degree in 
Industrial Manufacturing. 

Their parents, Joe and Rena, certainly left 
their mark in Windsor Locks as two very 
active individuals. According to Mark, "they 
both enjoy the life at the Cape," where Joe 
continues his health club activity and now 
has a sailboat as a true Cape-Codder. 

Mark met his wife,' the former Barbara 
Richards, through a mutual friend and they 
were married on Oct. 27, 1984. Barbara, 
orilrina1lv from Marlborough, Conn., has the 
responsibility as assistant head nurse at 
Hartford Hospital. She is a grad of St. Francis , 
Hospital School of Nursing. 

Now, about Mark Urso, the fireman. The 
way he views the fire department: "No better 
way to grow up, a lot of hard work and some 
fun, a great bunch of guys to work with ... " 
Adding, "There's something special about 
being a volunteer, fireman, there's a lot of 
pride and you (find early) the art of fighting 
fires." 

Describing a Fire Call 
He gave the following scenario, when the 

whistle blows at the Safety Complex on Elm 
street, if Mark is at home: Example ... It's 2 
in the morning. The whistle blows ... his 
personal alarm (at his bedside) goes off, type 
of call (emergency or fire), location ... Mark 
is out of bed, into his clothes, into his truck, 
drives to the firehouse, drives or accompa
nies appropriate fire truck to scene of emer
gency or fire ... if it's a "working house fire," 
as with the recent Spring Street fire ... defi
nite water (fire hydrant) locations are noted, 
close to the property, so that hose can be put 
into quick use, before approaching the actual 
location of the fire ... 

Recently, Mark had an important assign
ment of chairing the fire department's Truck 
Committee in the selection and purchase of 
"two custom pumpers" to replace older ve
hicles. 

In recalling his early start in becoming a 
fireman, mark, as mentioned, gives credit to 
Kenny Jeffery, and also contributes "the 
helping hand of Chief Bill Reilly, who was 
responsible for me becoming a regular fire
man. Chief Reilly was a man I had a lot of 
respect for, and he meant a lot to me." 

Likes to Travel 
There's another side to Mark Urso. He and 

Barbara like to travel, with Hawaii, San 
Francisco, Las Vegas and the islands in the 
Caribbean a few of their vacation stops. He's 
not one for too much spectator sports, with 
the exception of rooting for the football New 
York Giants. Mark has had a pilot's license 
since he was 20, flying out oflocal airports. 
However, the sky notwithstanding, when he 
wants to "get away from it all," he goes to his 
garage, tools and all, and works on his jeep. 

That's what makes Mark Urso tick. I ran 
across the following and because it concerns 
pilots, and I must add volunteer and espe
cially the life of a fireman, here goes: "If you 
are a pilot, your friends regard you with 
suspicion. Any form of striving that once 
made people heroes .. : any quest that carries 
the acceptance of risk, now makes them 
crazies. To sustain comfort, we have to be 
safe ... safe from confrontation with other 
people, objects or elements. In a comfortable 
world the hard edges have been padded, 
rounded or soothed, it's the home of the foam.
rubber lawn mower. But where there is no 
risk, there is'no achievement." 
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Robert Barberi Celebrates 40 Years as~an Ambulance Volunteer 
There was no better place to meet and talk 

to Bob and Anne Barberi than the Spring 
Street location of the town's Lion Ambulance 
headquarters. For Bob, it's probably his home 
away from home. 

Bob, also known as "Mr. Ambulance or Mr. 
Lions," has been a dedicated member of the 
Lions and Ambulance Corps for 40 years 
come next January. 

Bob and Anne are natives ofWindsor Locks, 
Bob from Center Street, with Anne growing 
up on Turnpike Road. The friendly couple 
now reside in Suffield, but Ann, "kiddingly 
said, "Bob sleeps in Suffield, but lives in 
Windsor Locks," due to his Lions connection. 

Their Windsor LOcks connections go way 
back. Bob was born at 29 Center St. and is 
the son of the late Louis John Barberi, a 
native son who passed away in 1976, and 
Mary Campominose Barberi, who came to 
the states from Italy, at the age of13. She 
passed away three years after her husband 
did. Mr. Barberi worked for many years in 
Hartford, for a steel ball company. Bob had a 
brother, the late Charles Barberi, and a 
sister, Loretta BlU"beri Giampole, who re
sides in Glastonbury. 

Ann Christian Barberi, the daughter of 
the late Dan and Estelle Christian, is from 
another well-known family. "We were all 
Windsor Locks folks," Anne said, describing 
her large family of three sisters and eight 
brothers. Her three sisters are Bernice, 
Dorothy and Mildred. The brothers were just 
one short of a baseball team ... Christian, 
Tony, Dan, Francis, Eugene, Richie, Kenny 
(C&K, Sept. 1983) Ronnie and Artie. 

Tobacco-growing Family 
As mentioned in Kenny's article, "it was a 

tobacco-growing family of eight brothers and 
four sisters and a family of kids who have 
worked on tobacc9at the family farm in West 
Suffield." 

Bob, who has been connected with the 
Christian farms since 1975, began school at 
St. Mary's, followed by two years at the high 
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school, and another two years at Hartford 
Tech, with training in mechanics and tool
making (1940). 

And in the '40s, a lot happened to Bob and 
Anne. Bob was a member of the Kettle Brook 
Sports Club, when baseball was number one 
in this area. Bob played right field and as a 
southpaw, did some relief pitching. He re
called the brothers, John and Vic Sasali, as 
outstanding players on the diamond. 

Due to bis mechanical skills, Bob did not 
enter the service until November 1944. He 
had taken a job with Scully Machine Com
pany in Hartford, whose chief pro ducts were 
related to defense contracts. 

When he was called into the U. S. Army, 
his career as a soldier began at Fort Knox, 
Ky. After basic training and tank training, 
he was set for overseas duty. He was given a 
30-day furlough, with time to visit his girl
friend, Anne Christian. 

They met in the summer of '41 , by way of 
introduction on the baseball field, by her 
brother, Tony. Their first date? Sunday, Dec. 
7,1941, the day Japan bombed Pearl Harbor. 
Looking back, Bob said, "We'll never forget 
that date." It would be six years before Bob 
and Anne walked down the aisle. 

The Army Days 
Back to Bob's army days: he was all set for 

a trip to the European Theater, waiting at 
the New York Harbor, but as we all know, if 
you were ever in the service, things change. 
Bob ended up as a replacement, after a cross
country train trip to the west coast, on a ship 
bound for the Philippines. 

Bob saw time with the 532nd Engineering 
Regiment in the Philippines, Pacific islands 
and Korea, all in an 18-month period. The 
U.S. Mails kept Anne and Bob as close as two 
young folks could be, under the circum
stances. 

In September, 1946, Bob was back home as 
a civilian. He wanted to work "outside," he 

Bob Barberi is shown in aJune 1959 photo, 
painting a poster for the Windsor Locks 
Lions Ambulance Corps fund drive. 

said, so he did some carpentry work. That 
didn't last too long. He went back to Scully, 
but this time, he operated the machine 
company with other individuals, until its 
liquidation in 1975. 

He then joined the Christian family farm, 
and today, as he puts it, "I'm still very con
nected with the farm, doing everything as a 
senior supervisor, but no pressure, a great 
place to work and, best of all, I see my wife 
every day." A very contented man. 

As mentioned, Bob and Anne were not 
married until February, 1947 (six years after 
meeting, a lot of time, due to a war). The way 
Anne tells the story ... "We decided to wait 
until my parents' anniversary, their 30th, 
and I was married in velvet, my mother's 
wish." 

Has Long Term Dedication 
And now some facts on the man called "Mr. 

Ambulance or Mr. Lions." Bob is also a life
time member of the V.F.W. sincethe'40s. He 

does everything in a long term of dedication. 
In January, 1950, he joined the Lions Club 
and is now a life member. Bob went through 
the chairs, was their president in 1957-58 
and secretary for 15 years. The way he calls 
it, "A great organization, largest service club 
in the world, and we are proud of what the 
Lions have done for the town of Windsor ' 
Locks." 

Bob was the first chairman of the Ambu
lance Corps, serving from 1953 to 1982. He 
was followed by Roger Nelson, JackN avaroli, 
Roger Ignazio and the current chairman, Joe 
Barile, Bob continues to be busy as financial 
secretary. 

Looking back at the early days of the 
ambulance corps, Bob recalls, the drivers 
knew basic first aid. "We learned a lot from 
the Red Cross and local doctors ... with the 
familiar names of Kennedy, Burke, Carniglia 
and Eilbergas," Bob said. "In 1975, we be
came emergency medical technician, and 
today, there are 45 on the ambulance roster 
and that includes employees of Dexter's." 
Bob did manage to find some time for 

sports: After his baseball playing days were 
over, he took up skiing, even teaching Anne 
a few tricks. For the past 30 years, Bob has 

"been hitting the duck pins, and serving as 
president of the town league at the Villa 
Rose, for the past quarter of a century. Vaca
tion time has been spent in Florida and 
Texas, and when it comes to spectator sports, 
it's the Red Sox and Celtics. 

Again, in a reminiscing mood, Bob said, 
"Anne has been my personal secretary over 
the years. A history note: the Barberi and 
Colli families were among the first Italian 
families in town. "I admired my parents, and 
my brother, Charles, a natural born leader 
(and I must say, admiration includes, Ella 
Grasso, one of the most influential persons in 
the lives of Windsor Locks folks," he said, 
adding, "I try to live by the GoldenRule ... and 
in all my years, the Lord has been behind 
me." 

Ann put it all together ... "I wouldn't trade 
Bob for anything else ... "The town, Lions and 
Ambulance Corps, would certainly agree. 
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Sal Abbate - Retired Plumber and World War II Reunion Organizer 
Sal Abbate has known the best of times 

and the worst of times. However, the New 
York City native, born in the roaring 1920s, 
does not dwell on the sad times. He talks 
about them, then goes on to describe what I 
feel is a most interesting story. 

It began for this retired local plumber in 
"Little Italy," a section of New York City. The 
Abbate family lived on the famed Mott Street, 
one end made up of Italian immigrants, the 
other portion was called "Chinatown." 

Salvatore Anthony Abbate lived only five 
years on Mott Street, but remembers the 
way of life on the streets of New York, N.Y. 

Sal was the son of Joseph and Margaret 
Abbate, born and married in their native 
country of Italy. Rocco, their first son (now 
deceased), and Millie, their first daughter, 
were born in Italy, and born in the states 
were a daughter Rose, and sons Joseph, Sal, 
Dan, Andrew and John. 

The parents immigrated to the states after 
World War I. Mr. Abbate had served in the 
Italian Army. He came to America with his 
wife through Ellis Island, and two of their 
eight children. Today, this large family (the 
parents have passed away) have all settled 
and prospered in Connecticut. Dan is deputy 
fire chief for the City of Hartford. . 

It was Dan's illness that forced the Abbate 
family to move to Hartford. According to Sal, 
young Dan became sick and it was suggested 
by the family doctor to leave the big city, so 
it was Hartford that became the family's 
home. Mr. Abbate had gone to work in a 
clothing mill, supporting his growing family. 
They were survivors during the Depression 
years. 

Young Sal went to grammar school, then 
attended Weaver High School for two years, 
completing his education at the trade school 
where he learned his eventual career as a 
plumber. As a young boy, Sal Abbate led a 
diversified life of working and playing base
ball, his favorite sport. 

Sal, to this day, has never lost the honesty 
and vivid description of life in his young 
years in the city, the three years he spent in 
the Army, in operating a business, and rais-
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ing a son and daughter with his wife Lee. 
For Sal, it was the life of "shoe-shine boy, 

delivering daily, 150 newspapers (Hartford 
Times) to the east side of Hartford, working 
on tobacco in Windsor Locks (not knowing he 
would ever live there), playing baseball, day 
and night, and sparring with the (famed-to
be) Willie Pep, a neighbor and friend." 

He spoke fondly of Willie from across the 
street who he.grew up with. Willie's father 
ran a store and in the backyard put up a 
makeshift boxing ring, so the future champ 
could spar with Sal and other kids in the 
neighborhood. 

In the early '40s, Sal began as a plumber's 
apprentice in the Hartford area, until the 
war broke out. He went to work at Colt's 
(1941-42) and at the end of1942 was drafted 
into the Army. Sal served until December 
1945, with basic training in North Carolina, 
maneuvers in Louisiana and Texas, before 
shipping overseas via the "Queen Mary" to 
Scotland. 

After training for the invasion of Europe in 
England, Sal entered France (D-Day plus 
15), as part of the 486th AAA Battalion, 3rd 
Armored Division. The battalion was given 
five battle stars and honors from Belgium. 

. Sal also saw service in Germany, and after 
the war served in the army of occupation 
until he was discharged. 

Sal returned to Hartford, working at his 
trade from 1946 to 1953, until he entered 
into the plumbing business with his brother 
Joe. In 1953, Joe had moved to Windsor 
Locks to "get away from the big city." In 1958, 
he opened his own business in town, and 
retired in 1985. 

He had met Ledia Comeilo in Hartford 
and they were married in January 1953. 
Better known as "Lee," she was originally 
from Port Chester, N.Y. 

Sal and Lee had a son, Sal Jr., who passed 
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Sal Abbate as pictured when he served in 
Europe during WWII. 

away in August 1984. Sal Jr. was a 1975 
WLHS grad, played Little League and Babe 
Ruth baseball in town. He was married to 
Susan Mandrola. They had a son, to carry on 
the family name, Salvatore Abbate III, now 
5 years old. Their daughter, Maria, a 1971 
WLHS graduate, has a son, Dean Ribaudo 
Jr., 7, a student in the South School. He is a 
young boy who follows the Yankees, plays 
"T" ball and enjoys miniature golf. 

Back in Sal's day of baseball, there was no 
"T" ball, just old-fashioned sandlot baseball. 
For Sal, baseball goes way back. He fondly 
recalls playing ball in the morning (Camp 
Courant), CYO baseball in the afternoon, 
and to complete the day, Twilight ball, as a 
pitcher, around the parks of Hartford. 

In the 1964-1965 season of baseball, here 
in Windsor Locks, was a special time. The 

boys of summer were good players. Sal and 
Bill Coakley knew that, with Sal as coach 
and Bill as manager of the "Homeowners" 
team. They had a pitcher named Mike Ro
che. Mike was the famed pitcher who went on 
to pitch the town team to the World Champi
onship at Williamsport in 1965. Sal took in 
all the games at Williamsport and was one of 
Mike's biggest fans. 

When it came to rooting for one team on 
the major league level, Sal forgot about his 
local Yankees; it was the Detroit Tigers and 
his favorite player, Charlie Gehringer, Hall 
of Fame second baseman. 

When asked, what are your hobbies? Sal 
said, "Just one, I enjoy gambling ... since I 
was a kid, have a limit, stick to it and that's 
it." Sal just returned from a trip to Las Vegas 
and has attended the casinos in Atlantic 
City. When it comes to traveling for other 
pleasures, Sal and Lee have seen the beauty 
of California, Florida and Aruba. 

Sal has another pastime, organizing reun
ions of his World War II buddies. Since 1946, 
every two years Sal and the 486th AAA 
members have gathered together in Con
necticut, Massachusetts and Maine. They 
have just completed a reunion in nearby 
Springfield, where Sal was in charge of the 
banquet. He's been chairman for the past 20 
years. 

He said there's about 100 men and their 
wives who attend these affairs. He added , 
"We don't talk about the war ... we are all 
friends, the wives know each other ... a great 
time." As for Sal: "It's great to see old bud
dies, the three years I spent with them were 
the best years of my life," he said. 

EPILOG 
I knew Sal Abbate would agree with the 

Academy Award movie "Best Years of Our 
Lives." He lived those years. We found Sal a 
very agreeable man, a man who speaks his 
mind, as a boy loved to play baseball, and 
now years later hasn't forgotten his war 
buddies or his son Sal Jr. 

Sal is more than just a retired plumber by 
trade or a World War II super organizer, he's 
a very human being. 



"She's one of those kids that only comes 
around so often ... " Quote by Melissa's 
Coach ... Ken Malone. 

Melissa Sargent is following in the strokes 
(swimming, that is) of her sister Kimberly, 
brother Mark, and a few years back, her 
mother, Janet Plympton Sargent. 

The Sargent family are ardent swimmers, 
and Melissa, a Windsor Locks High School 
senior, is carrying on the tradition. She is 
well on her way of bettering individual swim
ming records at the local school and around 
the state. The athletic and pretty girl has 
been swimming competitively since the age 
of five, with the town's Water Jets. Today, 
Melissa swims with the high school and the 
Aqua Bears swim club. 

Any Olympic dreams for Melissa in 1992? 
"Sure," said Melissa, with a big smile, "but 

first, I hope to be in the Junior Olympics, 
next year in Ohio." Right now, the new senior 
will be concentrating on her studies and 
keeping up with her swimming, which means 
many hours of practice that are a big part of 
this highly competitive sport. 

Notes on the Family 
First, a few strokes on her sister, brother 

and mother. I met Melissa, Kimberly and 
Janet last month, the day before young 
Melissa was preparing for her final year at 
the Raider school, a school where Kimberly 
graduated in 1982, leaving her mark in the 
swimming pool. Kimberly went on to Becker 
Junior College in Massac~usetts where she 
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earned an Associate Degree. Today, she holds 
the position of Assistant Credit Manager at 
the Viking Office Products Inc. in Windsor. 

Mark, Class of1985, played Little League 
and soccer in his younger days. High school 
included tennis, playing drums in the band, 
and membership on the swimming team. 
Mark qualified in the State Finals, specializ
ing in Back Stroke and 1M (Individual Med
ley), and won the 100-yard Back Stroke. 

Today, Mark is a senior at State Univer
sity of New York. He is into triathalon (swim
ming, biking and running), a difficult sport 
that Melissa is just starting. She credits her 
brother for helping her to get started. 

Janet, the mother of this swimming three
some, was reluctant at first to discuss her 
swimming as a young girl. The Hartford 
native and Buckley High School graduate, 
said in her day, there was no swimming for 
the girls, but, luckily, "I went to the swim
ming pools in the Hartford parks and was a 
member of the "Hartford Mermets," which 
included synchronized swimming (now an 
Olympic sport), which I participated in 
through my high school years." 

Today, Janet is employed at the Federal 
.Jl.eserve Bank of Boston in town, for the past 

Melissa Sargent 

11 years. Janet has lived in town for 22 years. 
Now About Meslissa 

More on Melissa ... a few personal 
favorites ... music, rock and the songs ofZiggy 
Marley (who?); food, "everything, especially 
Italian," television, Cosby Show; movies, 
"Gone With The Wind;" and favorite actor, 
Tom Cruise. Melissa enjoys reading, riding a 
bike, shopping with her mother adding, "we 
are not talking groceries. 

Highly Qualified Raider Swimmer 



"Traveling has been one of Melissa's favor
ite pastimes, to Florida, Texas, South Caro
lina and New England, with friends and 
family. She may be a swimmer year-round, 
but finds the time to be a member of the 
Student Council and was vice-president of 
her Junior Class. Her future plans? "College, 
not sure where, but it must include swim
ming and my major would be Travel and ' 
Tour." 

More on swimming ... Melissa has been a ' 
member of the Connecticut All-Star Team, 
performing over all of New England and New 
York State. The team, sponsored by the U.S. 
Swim Association, is one that "you have to 
qualify each year," Melissa said. Melissa not, 
only "enjoys the sport, but you meet so many 
nice kids around the state," she said. 

She has two favorite events, Breaststroke ' 
and individuai medley relay. She has two ' 
coaches, Ken Malone at the high school and J 

Jon Levine, who coaches the Aqua Bears, I 

who swim at the Suffield Academy. ' 

Both coaches, she said, "are enthusiastic, 
motivate and encourage me in swimming." 
She said the practice sessions in high school ' 
require five days a week with 1-1/2 hours, 
fall season only, while tlie Aqua Bears re
quire six days a week for two hours and a 
quarter. 

Setting Records 
To compare Melissa's best swimming times 

with past Olympic Champions - you can 
look it up - in 1932, Eleanor Holm won the 
,gold medal in Olympic Games' 100 meter 
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~ack stroke in the time of1 :19. Melissa's best 
time was 1:13. 

, . When we mentioned another past cham
pIOn, Johnny Weissmuller, Melissa had never 
heard of the former swimmer and Tarzan 
character. She was familiar however with 
the 1988 three-time gold medal winner Janet 
Evans. ' 
~ear th~ end of the interriew, we changed 

subjects WIth Melissa, and asked questions 
a~out her. school life. Here's how it went: 
WIth questions from U.SA. Weekend) What's 
to~ay's definition of cool? "Sports ~d good 
friends are cool, doing well in school drugs 

, are uncool." , 
What would you change to improve your 

'school? "Not that much to change, teachers 
care about the students. Mr. Grasso, a good 
principal." -

Does school prepare you for the future? 
"It's up to the individual student, it's what 
you make of it." 

Given the choice, would kids attend a dif
ferent school? "No, in my case I like my 
school. .. friends and teachers." 

What's best about school? Going to school 
to see my friends." 

Swimmer's Father Wasn't Mentioned 

Melissa was also asked who she most 
admired. "My mother, I look up to her ... she 
supports me in everything I do, be it swim
ming or having a positive attitude ... has given 
the right decisions ... " The young lady's per
sonal philosophy. "You have to be a very 
positive person and have an optimistic ap
proach to life ... " 

Epilog To the Editor: 
A recent article caught my atten

tion while looking at your publica
tioninanticipation ofrunningsome 
help wanted advertisements. -

The article involved a story writ
ten in the Sept. 29, 1989 issue by 
Jack Redmond, about the accom
plishments of Melissa Sargent, and 
other members of her family, par
ticularly in swimming. 

I'm familiar with the Sargent 
family. In fact, Alan Sargent 
(Melissa's father) is in my employ. 
Over the years, I've shared many 
stories with Alan, in regard to the 
success that all three of his chil
drenhave had in competitive swim-

mingo 
For all the years since Alan's 

children first started competing, 
he and I have worked out the sched
ule here, so that he would be able to 
attend the competitions, wherever 
they may have been. He put in lots 
of time supporting the program. 

The curiosity that was aroused 
in me upon reading this article was 
the fact that Alan Sargent, who 
over the years has shown tremen
dous interest and support as a 
caring father, was never even 
I}lentioned! 

Thomas E. Protheroe 
Hartford, Conn. 

Melissa Sargent holds many individual 
swimming records at her school. She cer-

tai~y ~ sh?wn that positive approach in 
sWImmmg WIth many dedicated hours of 
practice. She is also a student interested in 
student affairs and knows that there is a life 
afte~ the pool closes. It's a young lady like 
Melissa that could be just another "Janet 
Evans." Like her coach (Mr. Malone) said 
"She's one of those kids that only come~ 
around so often ... " 

Editors Note: Melissa has contracted 
mononucleosis and will be out of commission 
for the next month, it was learned at presstime. 
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Dave Carillo Continues 

"Treat family like friends .•• treat 
friends like family ••• " 

Dave's philosophy of life 
Dave Carillo is continuing the local insur

ance business that his late father, Charles 
Carillo began years ago. Like his dad, before 
him, he would be the first to admit the old 
adage (paraphrased), "there's a good woman 
behind every successful businessman." 

When we interviewed Charles (Sept. 1981), 
he gave credit to his wife,-Maria, and Dave 
has given the same accolade to his wife, 

'Linda. 
David Lawrence Carillo was born in Nor

walk. At the age of five, the Carillo family 
moved to Maria's hometown of Windsor 
Locks, where Dave and his brother, Charles, 
grew up on Grove Street. 

Now a veteran of the insurance business, 
Dave was a go-ge~r as a youth. At 11, he 
delivered the Windsor Locks Journal for three 
years, "on my bike, the southend of town." He 
also became a paperboy ("100 papers a day") 
for the old Hartford Times. 

) '.' . ~ 
• ,"," N% 

,< ...,'4 

He worked tobacco, like the other kids in 
town. During his high school years, he took 
on the job of janitor at Union School. Dave 
played soccer for the Raiders only one year, 
until the opportunity for a payingjob came at 
the school. 

Dave graduated from the local high school, 
e Carillo family (from left) Dane, Linda, Dave and Jared. 

class of 1965. He went on to St. Michael's the Vermont National Guard, serving six 
College in Winooski, Vt. At the Vermont years as a medic. 
college, Dave's major was in political science, In 1971, he moved back to Windsor Locks, 
saying, "I was very interested in politics." and completed his duty with the guard, trav
~owever, politics w.ouldnot playa partofhis eling back and forth to the Green Mountain 
life. He graduated In 1969. state for the necessary drills and yearly ac-

Dave continued his ~usy s~~edule, v?th a . tive duty. 
full load of class work, m additIon to a ~ob at Looking back at those years, Dave said, "It 
a local Howard Johnson Hotel. He admi~d, was a wonderful life, I still keep in touch with 
"I was not sure what I wanted to do .. .looking many of my friends who were in the guard 
back, I was a good time charlie, I e~joyed with me." 
peopleand"they(tothisd~y)are,,!eryimpor- Upon his return to Connecticut, Dave 
tant to me. Added note: his old friends nnght entered the insurance business locally with 
j~t remember his nickname, "Deuce." his dad, and continues today,.to operate the 

Liked Vermont Living Charles S. Carillo Agency, Inc. He said the 
Dave was enthralled by the life in Ver- agency was originally on Mai~ Street, and in 

mont. He left the hotel position, and entered 1977, was moved to Suffield and North 
the world of insurance with the National Life streets. Dave's father passed away in May of 
of Vermont, based in Montpelier. He joined· 1987. 

A few words on the busy life of his mother, 
Maria Ferrari Carillo. Back in 1981, at the 
time of Mr. Carillo's Cabbages & Kings, she 
was a volUQteer at the Bradley Airport infor
mation booth. Today, she is still going strong 
giving out information to travelers. In addi
tion, Maria works with the Red Cross, and 
keeps in touch with her many friends around 
town. 

Dave's brother, Charles Paul Carillo lives 
in Avon with his wife, Carol and their two 
sons, Christopher and Charles Kenneth 
Carillo, Charles is a teacher in the New 
Britain school system, with Carol giving up 
her role of teacher after the birth of their two 
sons. 

Has Two Sons 
Speaking of,family, Dave and Linda have 

'A Life of Insurance' 
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active sons: Jared, seven, ,a 2nd grade in 
Windsor's (where they have their home) 
Oliver Ellsworth School, a boy into 'swim
ming with the "Windsor-Water. Jets,".~th 
his best stroke butterfly. Just to round out 
his sports, Jared plays soccer and "T' balL.-

His young brother, Dane, five, is in kind~r
garten, and according to his dad, "too little 
for water skiing," (a sport that Jared has 
taken up). However, Dane has done some 
skiing on snow with the family. --

Dave admits, when we started to talk 
about skiing and other sports ... "1 do not 
have much time for hobbies, but when 1 
manage to get away, play racquet ball; the 
family goes skiing in New Hampshire, water 
skiing in the summer and play some baseball 
with the boys." Dave goes way back as to 
following one baseball team, the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. When Dave and his brother, Char
les were young, he rooted for the Bums and 
Charles stuck with the rivals, across the 
river, The New York Yankees. 

Dave holds several memberships,.locally 
and national: Windsor Locks Chamber of 
Commerce, Kote, Enfield Elks and serves on 
the board of the Tobacco Valley Tourist Dis-I 
trict. In the insurance world, Dave has a 
certificate from the American College as a 
Chartered Life Underwriter, also from the 
American Institute for Property and Liabil
ity Underwriters. When you catch his name, 
CPCU follows: Charter Property Casualty 
Underwriter. 

Dave has been in the insurance business ' 
,for nearly two decades. He feels insurance 
"should provide service," and emphasized, 
"the importance of dealing with people and 
the responsibility to take care of their needs." 
Dave considers himself"a small-time agent," 
added, "It's a time consuming and demand
ing business, and I must say, You have to 
have an understanding wife ... and 1 do." 

His wife, Linda Page Carillo, was origi-

. CARILLO/page 5 

Carillo 
Continued From Page 4 

nally from Selma, Calif. Her parents, James 
and Marilyn Page came to Connecticut when
Mr. Page took a job with Travelers. 

Where did Linda meet Dave? According to 
: Dave, "we met in a swimming pool," ... but its 
a question as to who started the conversation 
that led to the September day in 1977 when 
they were married. 

Dave's mother, Maria, has played an 
important role in her son's life. The way he 
tells it ... "My mother has kept the family 
together. She is a very loving and under
standing person and has qualities my family 
and I admire." 

Epilog 
Dave Carillo can rightfully be called a local 

boy who considers himselfasmall-town agent, 
who has grow with the town. Dave must have 
heard a few thousand insurance, jokes, so 
here are two more ... A female voice came 

: over the telephone: "Is this the Fidelity In
surance Company? Yes, Ma'am. "Well," said 
the voice, "I want to speak to someone about 
having my husband's fidelity insured." 

And another, "Some weeks after receiving 
, a $1,200 check for the loss of her jewelry, an 
elderly woman informed her insurance 
company that she had found the missing 
property in her cupboard. "I didn't think it 
would be fair to keep the money, so I think 
you will be pleased to know that I sent the 
$1,200 to the Red Cross. 
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Jim Houlberg - Vietnam Veteran, A New American Legionnaire 
. Legion post last year. He said, "I have found ' 

"We should make VIetnam account for the. an active and good organization ... that helps 
MIAs ... " cabbages and kings the vets." Jim was recently chosen the post's 

James Arthur Houlberg has strong feel- adjutant, describing the role as secretary, 
ings when it comes to the Vietnam War. JACK REDMOND taking minutes of meetings and other busi-

The East Hartford native, carpenter- ness functions. 
turned-accountant, has recently joined the For the past 10 years, Jim and Brenda 
local American Legion Organization and is was sent overseas to Vietnam. have been bowling the big pins in South 
serving as adjutant. Jim's reaction to Vietnam ... "Saigon was a Windsor, as part of a mixed league, with him 

The father of three sons, Jim served in the nice city ... I still feel the people of Nam near the 170 class and his better half, close to 
U.S. Army for three years, with a period of wanted the Americans to be there. Yes, the 160. They and the boys enjoy camping and 
time in Nam, near the end of the Far East war was political, but (I feeD we were sup- have made trips to Virginia and Canada. 
conflict. He has lived with his wife Brenda posed to be there, to fight for democracy, we Jim sticks with the famed Yankees and 
and their boys, in Windsor Locks the past had a lot of help from the French." football Giants, when it comes to spectator, 
seven years. - Looking at today's situation: ''We should sports. He admitted, "I became a Yankee fan 

Jim's story is one of going after what you make the Vietnam government account for because my hero in baseball was Mickey 
'Want, working hard and changing careers. the MIAs ... I feel there are Americans in Mantle as I was growing up." The young 
He is the stepson of John Riach of Enfield. prison camps and we should go and get them accountant from East Hartford has a simple 
Jim has six brothers (all who were or are now out." philosophy that works well for most 
serving in the armed forces) and three sis- Jim returned to the states near the end of people ... "Treat people the way you want to 
ters. the war. When asked ifhe received any hard be treated yourself ... " 

Before telling Jim's story, here's some feelings (from the public) he said, "No, not Epilog 
background on his brothers and sisters. Eddie when I came home." Jim Houlberg was not afraid to switch 
(Vietnam), Bill, Scott and Tim are army "Yes," he added, "I have seen movies and James Arthur Houlberg careers, from the hammer and nails to ledg-
veterans. Bobby is currently stationed at TV shows on Vietnam, but I was not in the ers and tax advise. He served his country in 
nearby Fort Devens in Massachusetts, Bruce bush, so can't relate to many of the stories of John 13, and Donald 10. Jim Jr. is ajunior at Vietnam and now intends to serve his fellow 
is south at Fort Benning, Ga. Eddie owns a the war." the high school, and was into Little League a veterans in the American Legion. He hasn't 
video store in the Bay State, Bill is a buyer at Jim served some time in the states on his few years back. John is a student at the forgotten the MIAs and doesn't want Amer
Raymond Engineering, Scott works at return. He was discharged in September MiddleSchoolandDonaldattendstheSouth ica to forget them either, or the Vietnam 
Hamilton Standard and Tim is employed by 1974. On furlough during his service time, he Street School. government. 
an oil company. About his sisters, Holly lives h d t B d S 'th f B It b a of 

a me ren a mI 0 0 on, y w y When thel'r I.'.ather came home from the in Rhode Island, Wendy in East Hartford . t d t' bIt' Wh J' 1< 
and Brenda in Enfield. In ro uc Ion 'Y re a Ives. en 1m came war, he found a few roofing jobs, but he 

home from Vietnam in June of1972, he and wasn't satisfied. He wanted a chance for 
Brenda were married in December of that At the age of 15, Jim's family moved to 

Enfield. He attended Cheney Technical 
School in Manchester, where he took up 
carpentry. In his younger years, he played 
some baseball, but admitted he had more 
interest in tools. That's why he decided, at 
the proper time of his life, to go to trade 
school and learn the art of carpentry. He also 
enjoyed being outside in a working environ
ment. His first jobs were on construction 
sites. 

In July, 1971, Jim joined the U.S. Army. 
Were you drafted? "No," he said, "I actually 
missed the draft, I joined anyway, I felt the 
army would be a good experience." After his 
training at Fort Dix, N.J. and Missouri, Jim 

year. 
After they were married, Brenda got a 

taste of army life at Fort Bragg, N.C. and 
according to Jim ... "I)id not care for it." Jim 
admitted, "If Brenda had liked that life, I 
would probably be still in the army." After a 
year, they were back home and Jim was a 
civilian. They lived in East Hartford and 
Manchester before moving to Windsor Locks 
in 1982. 

Brenda is the daughter pf Pearl and the 
late Garnet Smith. Mrs. Smith resides in 
Maine. Brenda is currently employed by 
Kemp Enterprises in South Windsor. The 
Houlbergs have three sons, James Jr., 16, 

advancement and a change of careers. He 
attended Central Connecticut State Univer
sity, receiving an accounting degree in 1981. 
Jim worked in the area as an accountant and 
controller for Mercury, TLC and State Line 
Oil companies. 

This year, he went out and established his 
own "Accounting & Tax Service." Jim is a 
former member of the National Association 
of Accountants and now a member of the 
National Association of Tax Preparers. 

Jim has continued his involvement in the 
service, as staff sergeant with the Connecti
cut National Guard in Meriden, since 1976. 
His yearly active duty has been at Camp 
Drum, N.Y. He joined the local American 
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Mark and Lora Morelli Prove Old Adage Wrong 
"Oh, East is East, and West is West, 
and never the twain shall meetll ...... Kipling 
Mark and Lora Morelli proved Mr. Kipling 

wrong. Mark, an Enfield native, and Lora 
~om in Hong Kong, met in an unlikely place: 
In Enfield, where Mark has his own busi
ness. 

It's an interesting and fact-filled story of 
two young people, recently married both 
having intriguing backgrounds and Asian . ' connections: Mark as a sailor, serving in 
Asia, and Lora, with a diversified career 
educated in the far east, and (would yo~ 
believe) received her diploma from Windsor 
~ocks High School. 

Before east meets west, a few facts on 
Mark William Morelli. Mark is the son of 
Joyce Lingner of Enfield and MafaldoMorelli 
of Windsor Locks. He has a sister Linda 
who resides in Bush country, Ke~ebunk~ 
port, Maine, and a brother, Craig, who lives 
in Enfield. 

Mark left high school in September 1974 to 
join the U.S. Navy, and he certainly saw a 
part of t~e world. He found navy life, "More 
Interesting than high school" which he found 
"boring". After boot camp at Great Lakes 
and gunnery school, Mark left the states fo; 
Japan, serving on the USS Oklahoma City 
with duty in the Phillippines, Guam, Sin~ 
gap ore , Malaysia and Hong Kong. He did not 
meet his future bride in the British Crown 
Colony. Looking back at those years Mark 
said, "I enjoyed the traveling." , 

In September 1978, he was discharged and 
returned to Enfield. He took a job at Hamil
ton Standard, which lasted for six years 
working as a "Rig-Test Operator for Jet Fuei 
Contro!." In 1984, Mark left the world of 
aircraft and opened his own business, Mark's 
TV and Radio Service, in Enfield. 

About Lora 
Lora Ying-Yee Chan-Morelli, fluent in 

English and Chinese, is in her words "Brit
ish by Birth," born in Hong Kong, gro~ngup 
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in that seaport city, she calls, "Very Western 
cosmopolitan, just like New York." , 

She is the daughter of Grace and Charles 
Jung of Longmeadow, Mass. Lora has three 
sisters: Betty Neoh (who came over to the 
states from Hong Kong for Lora's wedding) 
Barbara Chan of Middletown, and Angel~ 
Tjon of Longmeadow. 

Lora was educated overseas, coming to the 
states in September of 1979, because she 
said, "My mother and sister, Angela, ~ere 
here and I wanted a high school (state-side) 
diploma." However, Lora had a great deal of 
work experience before coming to America. 
She was a restaurant manager, secretary 
receptionist/consultant in Hong Kong. He; 
first job in the states was. in Middletown, at 
a restaurant. 

In addition to receiving an "External High 
School Diploma", with the Class of 1987 
(WLHS), Lora attended Enrico Fermi High 
School and Asn~tuck Community College, 
Management SCIence of America, and over
seas, the Hong Kong Commercial Institute. 

In May, 1984, Lora joined her mother at 
the China Jade Restaurant in Enfield work
ing there until December of1987, sa~ng, "I 
wanted regular working hours and to spend 
more time with Mark." Since February, 1988, 
Lora has been employed by the Konica Busi
ness Machines, U.S.A. Inc. in Windsor as a 
personnel support specialist. ' 

Held Many Jobs 
She almost forgot one of her more interest

ing and different jobs. Lora worked on· a 
cruise ship (in the Asia waters) as a booking 
agent of entertainers as part of the ship's 
program. And we can not forget to mention 

Lora and Mark Morelli relax at home. 

how Lora and Mark met. She opened the 
phone book and found Mark's TV and Radio 
number ..... to fix her telephone answering 
service machine and record player. East met 
West and they were married this past June 
and are now residents of Windsor Locks. 

I could not resist the following question to 
this former resident of Hong Kong .... China 
today? Lora had visited China on two occa
sions to visit relatives. In discussing the 
~urrent China situation, and the June upris
mg of students, she said, ''The younger gen
~ration (of Chinese origin) may have never 
lived there (in China) (as with herselO and 
have no close feelings towards the mainland 
of China." 

When Mark and Lora hav~ available free 
time, he's into target shooting, as a member 

of the National Rifle Association and Spring
fi~ld. Sportsm~ Club. Lora enjoys travel, 
mUSIC, gardemng and meeting people. She 
also ~ollect~ stamps and cooking recipes, but, 
admitted, IS not the cook in the family. Mark 
handles most of the dinner selections. 

When it comes to television, they usually 
watc:h t~e latest news and HBO, will tape 
mOVIes, if they fall asleep and the view later. 
Last month, just to keep their hands in the 
art of Chinese cooking, they both worked at 
the "Big E," where the family restaurant 
(China Jade) was part of the food scene. And 
speaking of Chinese food (not my special 
meal), Lora said, "That's because you never 
had a good (Chinese) experience when it 
comes to eating Chinese." ( So I'll try it 
again). 

And who do these folks admire most? For 
Mark, it was "Inventors .... Edison and Fran
klin, they did things to improve our lives and 
did not have all the modem technologf you 
now have." Lora is a person who "loves to 
learn more," and admires, "knowledgeable 
people." 

Just to exhibit Lora's versatility one step 
further, she was part of a television commer
ci~ on the China Jade Restaurant, along 
WIth h~r mother, with speaking lines, seen 
many times on the cable network. 

Epilog 
We began the story of Mark and Lora with 

words by Kipling. Taking words by Ameri
can playwright, Neil Simon, that best de
scribes the talents and lifestyle of individu
als, who went out and achieved their special 
goals ... " I firmly believe that if you follow a 
path that interests you, not to the exclusion 
of love, sensitivity and cooperation with 
others, but with the strength of conviction 
that you can move others by your own efforts, 
and do not make success, or failure the crite
ria by which you live, the chances are you'll 
be a person worthy of your own respect." 
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Jimmy Frank Is One of the New Breed of Local Fire Fighters 
Jimmy Frank was always interested in 

becoming a fireman. He took exams in Hart
ford and East Hartford for full-time duty, 
and has settled for volunteer service with the 
local fire department the past nine years. 

The Windsor Locks native is a quiet guy, 
married to a local girl, Ann Bristol Frank, 
who takes his work as fireman seriously. As 
with many of the volunteers, Jimmy; spends 
many hours weekly on the maintenance of 
fire equipment, under the guidance of two 
veterans, Assistant Fire ChieIDeanRibaudo 
Sr. and Safety Officer George I. Doak. 

James John Frank is the son of Dominick 
Frank and Greta Lynch Frank, both natives 
of Springfield, who make their home on 
Sutton Drive, where Jimmy grew up. Jimmy 
has two brothers, Dominick and Leonard 
and a sister, Patricia. The younger Dominick 
now lives in Houston, Texas; Leonard lives 
in nearby West Springfield; and sister Pat 
has settled for Topeka, Kansas. 

Leonard played Little League as a young 
boy, and according to Jimmy, Pat was the 
real sports person in the family, playing 
soccer, field hockey and basketball at the 
Windsor Locks High School from where they 
all graduated. One year, Pat was named the 
female athlete of the year. 

Jimmy was a member of the class of1980. 
During the years growing up, the family 
would move to Cape Cod for the summer, as 
soon as school was out. For Jimmy, it meant 
plenty of sun and swimmjng but also cutting 
lawns and washing dishes at a restaurant, 
where his brother, Dominick was a chef. 

He has come a long way from the lawns 
and dishes at the Cape. Jimmy is shop fore
man at the Kinetic Tool Company Inc in 
Agawam. In December of1980, he joined the 
company as a young machinist. During his 
high school years, Jimmy took advantage of 
the Hamilton Standard machinist training 
course at the school, endPtg up making it his 
career, in addition to being an active volun
teer fireman. 
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MetAnninHS 
It was duringth08e high school years when 

he met Ann, ajunior. Jimmy was a senior. So 
they were "high school sweethearts" who 
went on to marry on Aug 11, 1984. Annis the 
daughter of Art Bristol and Mary Ann Rink 
Bristol, who came from Hartford and who 
make their home in town. Ann has a sister, 
Judy, of Wmdsor, three brothers, Art and 
Tom Bristol of town and David Bristol, who 
resides in Springfield. 

Ann also took advantage of the high school 
"work experience," by learning business 
procedure at the office of Dr. Thomas J. 
Geary, local dentist. Currently, Ann is em
ployed at Cigna in Bloomfield as a computer 
programmer. She is also working for an 
associate degree in computer sciences at 
Asnuntuck Comm~ty College. 

For the past three years, Jimmy has added 
to his already busy schedule with member
ship in the local Lions Club. He has taken 
part in the club's oil rame, and served as 
chairman of the Candy Day program. 

Now for one of the new breed of local fire 
fighters. Jimmy got his start with the fire 
department back in 1978 as a member of the 
Junior Program, along with Michael Bracken, 
David Palmer, Mike Balfore (C&K inter
viewee, Sept., 1988) and Donald Quagliari
oli, allsti11 active in the department. 

In 1980, Jimmy became a regular and 
currently is serving as department steward, 
with the following duties: "washing the fire 
trucks, making sure the trucks have fuel and 
(most of all) perform preventive mainte
nance." 

In addition, Jimmy is assistant safety offi
cer, to "enforce the safetY rules of the depart
ment." The past months Jimmy has also 

been active on the truck committee in the 
purchase of new equipment. 

Jimmy is on the upcoming 100thAnniver
sary (1990) Committee, a celebration for the 
town and the department. While her hus
band is busy at the department, Ann is 
pursuing her college education. They both 
agreed, the weekends are for relaxing. 

Department is His Hobby 

When asked for hobbies, he said, "The fire 
department is my hobby." Ann, on the other 
hand, "enjoys reading, some needlepoint and 
time for her college homework." They both 
listen to soft rock, television's sitcoms the 
Discovery Channel on cable, follow' the 
Whalers and love pizza. 

Jimmy and Ann's recent fifth wedding 
anniversary was spent in Hawaii. Their 
honeymoon was in sunny Florida and during 
their five years of marriage they have made 
trips to Texas and Kansas to visit relatives. 
They also agreed, "We have 11 nieces and 
nephews to keep us busy." 

It appears to be difficult for the younger 
generation to come up with person or per
sons they may have admired, off the cuff, so 
to speak. But once Jimmy and Ann gathered 
their thoughts, they agreed (as with many of 
our questions), saying, "Our parents (for the 
same reasons) have always worked 
bard ... have given (us) a good life and the 
incentive to go for what (we) want ... " Jimmy's 
personal philosophy was simple, yet 

Youngest Fireman 
This is Jimmy Frank, one of the youngest 
members ofthe Windsor Locks Fire Qepart
ment. Mr. Frank was featured in last week's 
Cabbages and Kings column, written by 
Jack Redmond. 

'Our parents (for the same .rea
sons) have always worked 
hard ... have given (us) a good life 
and the incentive to go for what 
(we) want. .. ' 

Jimmy and Ann Frank 

profound ... "Live free and prosper ... " 
Epilog 
So there you have, Jimmy Frank, one of 

the new breed of firemen, with an under
standing wife. Jimmy has that quiet exte
rior, which can be misleading, in his tenure 
as part of the fire department, where he has 
taken on the duties of steward and safety 
officer. 

Young men like Jimmy, Palmer, Balfore, 
Bracken Quagliaroli, Joe Killen (C&K, Nov. 
88)~ Joe LaPierre Jr. and John Cannone, to 
name only a few, the young lions who are 
keeping the tradition of volunteerism alive, 
with their unselfish duty as fire fighters. 
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A Visit To Kennebunkport: 
With the local election just around the 

corner, political talk and stories are filling 
our daily and weekly newspaper. The past 
month or so, we wanted to talk more politics, 
but not really, just the political way or 
manufactured procedure on how the Presi
dent of the United States is handled on his 
visits to his summer home in Kennebunk-J 
port, Maine. 

Last month, Rita and I traveled with a 
group of Combustion Engineering retirees to 
this picturesque, tourist-oriented part of 
lower Maine, with stops in Kennebunkport! 
and Kittery, using nearby Ogunquit as our: 
main sleeping quarters. 

Unless you were in Outer Mongolia the' 
past few years, everyone knows that our 
President, George Bush, has a home on the 
water's edge of Kennebunkport. (Of course, 
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you have to cross the bridge from Kennebunk 
to get to the "Port.") 

We were lucky. We saw his home from a 
short distance for two or three minutes (the 
allotted time for a bus to view the home 
across the water to the President's Shangri
la.) But, to me, it's not much of a Shangri-la, 
just a nice looking large home, with protec
tion, from all sides, that just about drives the 
local citizens mad, especially when George 
and Barbara are home, which was the case 
this past August. 

Before describing a few stories (from our 

local guide) on the trials and tribulations of 
George's visits, this part of Maine, just over 
the line from New Hampshire-in case you 
haven't been there-is just loaded with all 
sizes of motels, restaurants, outlets and 
shopping emporiums that would satisfy most 
women and a few men. (I'm talking about the 
shopping, fellows.) -

When George and Barbara are in resi
dence, the area. around their home closes 
down, literally. According to our guide, a 
woman who has lived in Kennebunk all her 
life and knows the town, said the roads close 
and security is tighter than a visit to the 
United Nations. The Secret Service men are 
all around, checking on whatever they check, 
to make sure the northern White House is 
safe. 

If the President decides to go fishing, which 
he did on that last visit, the boat and waters 
are thoroughly checked. The President went 
fishing several times and, on the last day, 
caught one fish which was mentioned in all 
the nation's press. 

The President Plays Golf 
When the president wants to playa round 

of golf, it's the same case of checking the 
area, tees and greens. We were told the story 
of a local farmer, with his home and farmjust 
across the street from the golf course. The 
course, if any readers are interested, was 
Cape Arundel Golf Club in Kennebunkport. 
For the record, 69 is par. 

Back to this famous farmer (probably not 
in his eyes), he innocently went out hunting 
for destructive little animals that had been 
making holes (not golf ones) on his property. 
He had his trusty 22, not a five iron, with 
him. After a few missed shots at his mischie
vous culprits, the shots nevertheless were 
heard around the course and probably in 
Kennebunk. The farmer was quickly facing 
government agents with drawn pistols. 

The farmer and his animals were fortu
nate to live another day. 

At one of the local restaurants, located on 

the dock in downtown Kennebunkport, the 
owner was told the President and Mrs. Bush 
were coming for dinner. The owner, knowing 
the gravity of the situation and historic event 
for his small restaurant, quickly told the 
folks who were waiting or sitting, eating that 
last part of the lobster, to leave. The Presi
dent of the United States was coming for 
dinner. When the President and his wife 
heard the story, they were quite embar
rassed. It turned out not to be an historic 
event. 

When we were on the road that leads to 
the Bush estate, along that same road were 
cars parked, with eager people, some with 
cameras, just looking at the house. To the 
locals, these people are known as "Bush 
Watchers." 

Taking everything into consideration, it is 
satisfying that our President and his family 
are well protected. The local police also as
sist the government agents in this important 
duty. However, we were told it has cost the 
town a great deal of money and some of the 
duty has been turned over to the Maine State 
Police. 

The town is probably happy when the 
President is back at the White House and 
worrying about the troubles of the world 
instead of being at a local go~fmatch or on a 
fishing trip. 

If you are contemplating on becoming a 
"Bush Watcher," you'd better check before 
coming to Kennebunkport. But be assured 
in that part of Maine you will find plenty of 
shopping, lobsters and clams. We had a good 
trip, and now know where the President 
hangs his hat and golf clubs. 

Among the local people in our group was 
Betty Smith (C&K Sept. 1988) and the or
ganizers of our trip, Lillian and Elmer Jones 
(C&KAug.1983). For the record, we stayed 
at a motel at Ogunquit-by-the-Sea, with its 
famed "on the Marginal Way." 

Also for the record, don't forget to vote on 
Tuesday. 

Bush Country 
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James Capolda: 
After spending three years in the army, it 

took some time before James Capolda settled 
down to a permanent career. ' 

Today, Jim is an employee of Connecticut 
Light and Power Co., part of Northeast Utili
ties. 

In years past, Jim pumped gas, sold vac
uum cleaners, worked -on construction and 
- thanks to an uncle and grandfather-was 
taught to be a machinist, not only as a hobby I 
but as a skill. I 

James Peter Capolda was born in Hart
ford. At the age of 10, he moved to East 
Windsor. He and his wife, Colette, lived' 
there too, in addition to several area towns, . 
before settling for Windsor Locks. They have 
a son, Michael, who was an active student 
and a graduate of the WLHS, class of 1989. ' 

But first, some background ofhis versatile : 
father. Jim attended East Windsor High i 

School. At 17, however, he decided to join the ' 
U.S. Army. He served from Sep~mber 1963 : 
to September 1966, mostly in Germany. 

He said, "~traveledtoEuropeonth?Sim~n : James Capolda is pictured here as a young 
P. Buchner, a former Merchant Manne ship , soldier in the 19605. 
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that was sunk during World War II and was 
brought back to serve a troop ship .. Jim, 
looking back at his duty, said he "loved" 
Germany. He was part of an artillery outfit 
and spent many months in the field. 

Upon Jim's return to civilian life, he worked 
on a local dairy farm, the same farm he had 
worked as a youth. He found it to be "hard 
work, but something you don't mind doing." 

Learned To Be Machinist 
As mentioned, he tried several jobs, at gas 

stations selling, rebuilding industrial fur
naces. He never forgot the help he recei.ved 
from his late grandfather, Harry Hernng
ton in learning the trade of machinist. For a 
short time, he pursued the labor of a mach!n
ist but then switched back to construction 
with the power company (then HELCO). 
Today, Jim is involved with CL&P's mainte-

nance department. 
Jim's wife, the former Colette Micha~d, of 

Grand Falls New Brunswick, Canada, JOur
neyed south to find work, settling in East 
Windsor in the Prospect Hill section. There, 
she met Jim, who was one of her neighbors. 
They were married in August 1969. Colette 
is now employed by the Phoenix Mutual 
Insurance Company. She is the daughter of 
Edmund and Cecilia Michaud of Grand Falls. 

Their son, Michael, 18, is currently a s~cu
rity guard at the Phoenix. At the Raider 
school, where Michael was an honor stud~nt, 
he played in the band, was a swimmer 0D: the 
Water Jets, and as a young boy, played Little 
League and was in the Boy Scout. program, 
Since he was 14, Michael has been Interested 
in the martial arts. . 

When Jim was asked, "what hobbles haVE 
you been involved with?" he said, "Mostly 
amateur radio operator." 

Became Radio Operator 
Before serving in the army, Jim had the 

good fortune of having his uncle, James 
H~rrington of Manchester , and his grandfa
ther, teach him the basics of radio operator, 
including the codes. Since 1978, Jim has had 
his license and is currently a member of the 
"Pool of Emergency Communication Opera-

. tors," an organization which serves the town 
in case of disasters. 

Jim remembers the floods on the Connecti
cut River a few years back, and the tornado 
that hit the area in October 1979. At that 

, time, he was the assistant communication 
officer under Roger Ignazio. Today, Jim is 

, communication officer with the town's Civic 
Preparedness with Mr. Ignazio as director. 

Jim's continuing fascination with radios 
, probably dates back to his grandfather's 

stories, when the elder man was involved in 
the 1932 Chicago World's Fair. This talented 
man gave an exhibition on how radios were 
made and the use of different models known 
at that time. 

Joins American Legion 
In veteran affairs, Jim joined the local 

American Legion, Gensi-Viola Post 36, and
was recently chosen junior vice c,ommander'

j 

His duties are "to assist in the social end-of 
the organization." He calls the group "a fine 
group of veterans dedicated in securing 
benefits for all who served." 

In addition, "The Legion does its part in 
local sports, Boy Scouts and other youth 
activities." Jim was also involved in the re
cent breakfasts served by the Legion at its 
Main Street hall. 

Jim and Colette have traveled back to 
Canada to visit a few relatives and have 
made one special trip that included New 
York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and the OakRidge 
Museum in Tennessee. Jim admits to being 
a "die-hard Yankee fan," but that's about it 
for spectator sports. -

Who does this quiet man most admire? 
"No one famous," he said, "Just my Uncle 
Jim, who had definite ideas on what he 
wanted to do, and went out and achieved 
those goals, " he said, adding he is a former 
audio engineer for TELRAD. 

What is Jim Capolda's personal philoso
phy? "As a kid, I just ate, drank and was 
merry (but things change) ... now as a father, 
each day, I make sure the family love is still 
there, (you have) to work at it everyday." 

Epilog 
That's the story of James Peter Capolda, a 

new officer of the American Legion. The 
following words are for the benefit of older 
legionnaires: "A certain University of North 
Carolina professor found himself in some
whatofa dilemma recently when he received 
an invitation from a local Post of the Ameri
can Legion to make a Memorial Day address. 
The invitation read as follows: You are in
vited to be one of the speakers at our Memo
rial Day meeting. The program includes a 
talk by the Mayor, recitation of Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address by a high school boy, 

, your talk, and then th~ firing squad." 

Legion's Versatile New Officer 
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Dr. 'Marty' Hartranft: 
• 

New Director of Schools' Special Services 
Dr. Martha Hartranft calls Windsor Locks found it} a very positive community, and I 

"my Connecticut home town." consider it my Connecticut home town. The 
_ Her personal philosophy is "to do the best cabbages and kings people here have gon~ out o~their way,. th~ 

I can to make a contribution and to make JACK REDMO~D parents and teachers, It'S amcecommumty, 
se~ of it all." she said. 

She added: "The people here have been- M~isamemberoftheSimsburyJ~or 
wonderful, have gone out of their way" to love ofhorses and riding. Marty has a brother, Wo~ensClub,whereshe,Bo~andth~s.on 
make the Iowa native feel at home at her Arthur Eggers, who followed in their father's resIde. They love to travel and if the facilities 
new position as director of special ~ervices profession, as a lawyer in Rock Island, TIl. are available (where they go) she "will rent a 
and curriculum for the town's school system. Marty graduated from Clinton High School horse," just to keep up on her main hobby. 
Dr. Hartranft replaced Dr. Edward Gorman in 1964, where she was an active student, on When asked who she most admired, she 
this past July. the debating team, member of the Pep Club, said, "My mother, a woman whocametbrough 

Windsor- Locks' Bradley Airport would be and editor of the school newspaper. With no difficult periods in her life, a person with 
'the first Connecticut town (they would see organized sports for girls at that time, Marty strength, who always kept our needs upper-
and land at) for Martha and her husband spent her free time horseback riding. most on her mind for my brother and me." 
Bob, when he accepted employment as an Leaving high school, Marty said she has a Marty's personal philosophy, "I feel I should 
engineer at Combustion Engineering Inc. primary interest in art and psychology. She always do the best I can and make a contri-
That's why she calls it "hometown." The attended Mt. St. Claire Junior College (a butionand(try)tomakesenseofital1(life)." 
availability of new role at a later date just women's college then), receiving an Associ- EPILOG 
added to these strong feelings about Windsor ate of Arts degree. 
Locks. Further education for Marty covered 

But first, let's go back to Clinton, Iowa, classes at the University of Iowa, University Director of Special Services, Mary Haranft 
birthplace of Martha Eggers. Known better of Michigan (where her father attended law 
as Marty, she is the daughter of the late schoo!), at which Marty received her bache-
Walter Eggers (a former city attorney, who lor of arts in 1968 and her master's the 
passed away in 1970) and Mildred Smith following year in special education. In 1977, 
Eggers. Marty attained the title of Doctor in speical 

Mrs. Eggers is still active at 70, selling real educaton, from UConn. 
estate in Clinton, a town right on the Missis- Where did Marty meet her future hus-
sippi River. According to Marty (we'll call her band, the engineer? While she was a student 
Marty for the story, because Doctor seems at UMich, he was attending the same school 
too formal for this friendly lady who is a in the graduate program. More on Robert 
horseback riding enthusiast), the town of Moore Hartranft Jr., he was born in Phil a-
Clinton has a population of 35,000, with a delphia but grew up in the greater New York 
minor league baseball team, the Clinton A's. metropolitan area, in a town across the 
Looking back to her childhood, she said: "It Hudson River called Riveredge, N.J. Accord-
was a good experience growing up in that ing, to Marty, Bob was involved in cross-
part of America." , country in high school and graduated from 

She went on to say, "My grandparents had Cornell University in 1966 with a bachelor of 
a large dairy farm, we lived in town, but I science degree in engineering. 
spent many a summer on the farm, with its Bob is the son of Robert Sr. and Eleanor 
Jersey cows and horses." Hartranft who reside in Caro, Mich. Bob 

joined the U.S. Navy in 1968, serving until 
197~. After boot camp, he served in Califor
nia and the Newport, R.I. Officers School. 
The couple were married in Clinton, Iowa in 

Belonged to 4-H 
Marty was a member of the "Boys 4-H" 

because of the animals on the farm and her 

August 1969 when Bob was still in uniform. 
One of his later assignments wq in Mary

land, at the Nuclear Power School. They 
lived in Delaware when they were first 
married, and Marty had her first job of teach
ing. They moved to Connecticut, when Bob 
joined C-E, and Marty worked in a teaching 
position at Central Connecticut State Uni
versity. 

In addition, Marty was in special educa
tion at UConn, and in Ellington, where she 
was director of special services, before join
ing the Windsor Locks School System in July 
ofthis year. Marty and Bob have a young son. 

Duties in Windsor Locks 
The duties of the director of special serv

ices curriculum are: "To make certain the 
programs and services offered are appropri
ate for the students, both handicapped and 
gifted/talented." The educator's future plans 
include: "To stay here, I was always inter
ested in working in Windsor Locks ~d (have 

Dr. Martha Eggers Hartranft, better 
known around the halls as just Marty, is a 
teacher and director for special students who 
need to make sense of their young lives. 

She was a girl from Iowa, who was and still 
is, a horseback riding enthusiast, and found 
the Windsor Locks school system, where she 
wanted to pursue her career. A belated warm 
welcome to the land of steady habits. 
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Michael J. Pardi Is Young Republican, Custom Home Designer 
I first came across Michael J. Pardi when 

bis name was listed as candidate on the 
Republican slate for the Board ofTaxReview· 
in the recent fall election. 

Always on the watch for new people to 
interview, be they old-time residents or 
newcomers, I called Mike. The net result was 
last month we sat down at his Grove Street 
home, met and talked, along with his wife, 
Holly Noel Pardi. 

The young couple have lived in town al
most three years, she being employed at 
Windsor's Combustion Engineering Inc. and 
Mike at Aetna, doing what he likes best, 
interior office design. Holly also doing what 
she likes, teaching fellow workers how to 
best use a personal computer. 

Like all C&K interviews, we start at the 
beginning of one's life; in this case, Mike's 
story is first. He was born in Hartford, the 
son of George and Antoinette Pardi. George, 
a capital city native, is a retired pipefitter for 
Connecticut Natural Gas, and Antoinette 
Maynard Pardi, a native of Brooklyn, Conn., 
is a retired nurse from St. Francis Hospital. 

Mike's family moved to East Hartford when 
he was eight. Mike has a sister, Denise Pardi 
Kutz, who resides in East Hartford with her 
husband, Larry, and their two children. 

Mike is a graduate of East Catholic High 
School, Class of 1975. In the high school 
years, he had a full schedule, playing football 
as wide receiver for four years, was on the 
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student council for those years, after run
ning for president of the freshman class. On 
his first political try, he didn't win. 

Played With Rock Group 
Along with this activity and class work, 

Mike was playing bass guitar 'Vith a rock 
group. This gig lasted throughout the high 
school years and after, with the group play
ing local dances and nightclubs in the Hart
ford area. 

Three years ago, Mike stopped playing 
rock when he joined a church group, provid
ing what he called "Christian music, playing 
mostly at nursing homes." Holly, who plays 
the flute, also has joined this select group of 
musicians. 

Mike's working career had its highs and 
lows, mostly highs. Along the way, he also 
has attended school. Manchester Commu
nity College would be the first, with a year of 
political science. , 

The college try came after two years of 
driving a truck, which he found out "wasn't 
much of a future." He then started what 
would be his eventual career, enrolling in 
Rocky Hill's Porter and Chester Institute to 
take up architectural design. 

After receiving his certificate, Mike joined 

Mike and Holly Pardi relax at home. 

the Travelers Insurance to use his new-found 
talent and ambition in interior office and 
space design. The next several years, Mike 
worked at BKM: Home Design Service at 
Dexter Plaza, TLC Homes in Marlborough 
and then back to the insurance world. Since 
February of this year, Mike has been em
ployed at Aetna in interior office design. 

When Mike is not at Aetna, or playing 
guitar, he has his own custom home busi
ness, which he calls "New England Home 
Design," which includes garages and bam 
additions. 

All About Holly 
Now, to the girl with the Christmas names, 

Holly Noel Pardi. She was born in Vernon in 
August. She's a 1979 graduate of Rockville 
High School. Holly admits, "nothing special 
in high school, just a good kid." And how did 
the girl, who would take a shine to comput
ers, meet her future husband? 

He was rehearsing with tlie rock band and 
the wife of one ofbia fellow musicians played 
softball with Holly. Due to a rainy night, 
there was no-game, so Holly and her team
mate went to watch the group practice. The 
meeting, the rest of the story was complete, 
when they married in August 1982. 

After a few odd jobs, Holly went to work at 
C-E (1980) in the office systems department. 
As mentioned, she's works with computers, a 
skill she describes as "self-taught," teaches 
other workers the fine points of bits and 
bytes, which is more computer talk. 

Mike and Holly are into golf, playing in 
local courses, as with riding their bikes, 
sailing (have their own boat) on Connecticut 
lakes and all mixed with gardening at home. 
Vacation times mean, mostly, at Newport, 
R.I. They are not involved with watching 
television, unless it's "Public TV." They are 
"homebodies" and enjoy easy listening mu
sic. 

When it came to someone Mike admired 
greatly, he said, "My Aunt Helen, a nun for 
over 50 years, as a member of the Sisters of 
the Holy Spirit, is always smiling and a 
happy person, has a good word for everyone 
and great at hugs and kisses." She is retired 
as a teacher. 

Two years ago, Mike put into practice 
those college classes in political science, when 
he joined the local Republican Town Com
mittee. Saying, "I wanted to get involved 
with town government, to be a part and 
make my voice heard." He took his first step, 
running for office, however, unsuccessful but 
he's a you,ng man and there will be other 
elections. 

EPILOG 
That's the story of young Mike and Holly 

Pardi. He's involved in home and office de- I 

sign, Holly has her computers. That's quite I 

an active combination in this day and age.' 
Just to add spice and goodness to their life, 
they are part of a church group making 
music for ones who need it most. 
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Johanna van den Berge: 
'God gives us strength ... when you have to 

make important decisions.' 
Mrs. van den Berge's personal philosophy 
I was told: "she is some kind of lady; she 

has a million stories; she should make a 
great interview." 

Johanna van den Berge is all that, and 
more. This world traveler, with her natural 
wit, intelligence, frisky disposition, says what 
she believes and is not afraid to come out 
with frank and funny remarks. She is every 
inch an elegant woman of the world. 

On Nov. 23, Johanna celebrated her birth
day, a beautiful 93 years young. 

To meet her for the first time was to 
immediately fall under her spell. I usually 
try to control any interview, but with 
Johanna, she took over and the interview 
'just rolled on and on, with (I must say) good 
results. 

When I arrived, I said, "Nice to meet you." 
Her first words to me were: "I hope you can 
say that after you leave." When I left, I 
agreed, it was nice to meet her. You find, 
after talking with her, a wonderful lady. Her 
daughter, Elly, and son, Dick, 'were present 
as spectators, as I was. She has traveled from 
the island of Curacao, her birthplace, to 
Holland, Indonesia and hasn't missed much 
of this crazy world, during her 90-plus years. 

Throughout our talk, over a cup of after
noon tea some questions to her would result 
in a comical response, and she did manage to 
keep one on his writing toes, so to speak. It 
was just Johanna's way of treating seri0?B or 
factual inquiries - a true mark of a. gifted 
person. 

Born in Curacao 
Where do you begin? Johanna was born in 

Curacao, saying, "All nice people are born in 

"Our family was musical, life in Curacao 
was filled with music, singing and I love to 
dance," she said. However, she went on to 
say' "There was no dating for young girls. 
Wli~n we went out (socializing) it was in 
groups, our parents always knew where we 
were, it was very strict." 

Johanna went to a private scpool. In 1912, 
at the age of 16, she traveled by boat to 
Brooklyn to visit an aunt and to attend 
school to learn more about typing and book
keepfug. She had her firs~ job w;ith a Dutch 
company in Ne~ York CIty, ~th employ
ment· at times, mterrupted WIth her many 
trips back and forth to Curacao. 

In 1922, Johanna Johansson met and 
married a military officer, Leendert van den 
Berge, who was s~tioned on the island. He 
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, Curacao," and adding, "I was, and the year 
was 1896." She was the daughter of August 
and Marie Johansson. Her father was from 

, Kalmar, Sweden; her mother a native of 
, Curacao. For the record, Curacao is an island 
, of the Netherlands Antilles, in the Carib-
bean, off the northwestern coast of Vene

'zuela. • 
Johanna grew up on the island, with her 

: sister, Vera. Their father was a ship captain 
(Grace Lines) on a sailing ship that made 
trips from the island to Puerto Rico, then to 

: New York City, which was its main port. 
Johanna, before leaving the island to work 

, and attend school in Brooklyn, N.Y., recalled < 

the "happy times as a young girl," with horse
back riding, boating, playing the piano and 

, mandolin. 

~~~~~ 
v " 

Johanna van den Berge 

was in the Dutch army, and later became a 
lieutenant colonel during World War II. How 
did this young energetic lady meet her future 
husband? "On the tennis court," she said, 

, adding, "I was very good, had a great back 
hand from the beginning, but he wasn't that 
good a player." 

Life of Travel 
From the 'first meeting to their eventual 

wedding day, Johanna and her army hus
band led the life of traveling, beginning with 
her stay, and first trip to Hollan~, ~here h~ 
was from originally. "Now for the JWCY part, 
as she reminisced of days and years gone by. 

She spent six weeks in Paris, seeing ~he 
sites the beauty of the Left Bank, a10ngWlth 
the trlght life the famed "Follies Bergere," 
and equally famous, American singer·Jo
sephine Baker. It was the roaring '20s. 

The next several years were filled with 



more travel for Johanna and Leendert, who 
was in the service of his country. The full 
itinerary included Holland and to far off 
Indonesia (four weeks on a ship), the other 
side of the world. Every sixth year, tP-ey 
would return home (to Holland) for a six
week furlough. In 1934, they lived near 
Nymegan, wherelater,duringWorldWarn, 
was the site of a famous battle scene, ulti-
mately made into a movie. . 

In 1938, it was back to Indonesia. Johanna 
remembers over. the years, making seven 
trips through the Suez Canal. Just a note on 
Indonesia; it was located in southeastern 
Asia, formerly the Netherland East Indies, 
and made up of the islands of Sumatra, Java, 
Sulawesi and the Moluccas. 

In 1939, W~rld War II broke out and it 
meant the invasion of Holland. They could 
not return to his homeland. He did manage 
to return to England, with his newest assign
ment, training Dutch troops for duty in war
tom Europe. At this time, Johanna was in 
Indonesia. -

In October 1941, Johanna and two of her 
three children were forced to leave, due to 
advancing Japanese armies. They were the 
last ones to go, she said. With Ellyand Rudolf 
at her side, they began their travels, flying to 
nearby friendly Australia, boarding a ship to 
San Francisco, and then a train ride across 
the states to New York City. At the time, her 
other son, Dick, was in school in Europe. 

Speaking of the children, here 'are a few 
words, Elly Vozzola, a local resident and 
instrumental in arranging this interview, 
was the wife of the late Peter Vozzola, a 
former engineer at Hamilton Standard. Elly 
has three children, Elizabeth, married to 
former basketball star and now Dr. Vinny 
Colapietro. They have two boys and live in 
Tuckahoe, N.Y. 

Catherine is married to Darrell Wilcox 
and they reside in Windsor with their five 
children. -

Elly's son, Robert, and his wife, Diane, live 

in Ohio with their two children. Robert is a 
captain in the U.S. Air Force. 

Yes, I mustn't forget, Elly was born in 
Holland, Rudolf in Indonesia and their 
brother, Dick, in Curacao. Dick is a retired 
engineer from Hamilton Standard. Rudolf, 
another engineer in the family, lives in Roch
ester, N.Y. with his wife, Dorothy and their 
two children~ 

Johanna returned to Sydney, Australia, 
one more time. Her husband had been as
signed to the Pacific war zone. During that 
period, Elly was in college, stateside, Rudoll 
in military school, and Dick (a story initseli), 
a student in Holland, was interned by the 
Germans for working with the underground. 
You see, the children, as well as their mother , 
were victims of the war, with the increased 
separation. 

It is difficult to summarize the life and 
times of Johanna van den Berge. After the 
war, and up until 1980, she had the urge to 
travel. She lived in Virginia, Wisconsin, 
Hartford and now in her present home in 
Windsor Locks. She has seen most of the 
states, visited Canada, Mexico, South Amer
ica and the island of the Caribbean. 

Worked at Travelers 
What about the years since the war? She 

said, "Almost forgot, I worked at Travelers 
for 13 years and loved every minute of it." 
What about today? Staying with her fluctu
ating between being serious and funny, she 
said, "It takes a lot of time to do nothing," but 
she enjoys coffee breaks with Elly at local 
restaurants. She enjoys all types of music, 
loved Julie Andrews' in "The Sound ofMu
sic," When it comes to television, she likes 
the news, especially politics, and also watches 
satirist Mark Russell, when he's on public 

TV Any advice to her children and grandchil
dren? "Stand tall in life," said the lady who 
once had lunch with the Queen of Holland, 
adding, "Keep in touch, with old friends. 

Admiration for others included, "Churchill 
and General MacArthur." 

What contributed to living past age 90? 
"My healthy upbringing and eating plain 
food," she said. 

This is also a lady who speaks three lan
guages English, Dutch and Papiemento 
(mixt~ of Spanish, Dutch, English and 
African) She is a very proud lady, with dual 

citizenship, American and Dutch. 
Elly added a few notes of interest: "My 

mother saw and heard John Philip Sousa in 
the Hippodrome in New York City, as a 
young woman; she also saw and heard 0e 
senior Strauss in Vienna, as ayoungmarned 
woman. And the reason (we) finally settled 
in the Hartford area was because two of my 
mother's Swedish/American cousins lived 
here ... " 

Epilog . 
Yes, I found Johanna van d~~ Berge.Is 

some kind oflady, does have a million stones 
and she carried on the interview, as most 
grand ladies would ... in compl~te con~ol, 
serious at times, but always Wlt~ a bI~ of 
humor obviously her trademark, shOWlng 
why she is a lady with plenty of class. 

Matriarch with Plenty of Class 
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Spotl ight on Joe Bari Ie: 

He Heads Lions Volunteer Ambulance Service 
Joe Barile has had two mentors since join

ing the Lions Volunteer Ambulance Service, 
Roger Nelson and Bob Barberi. Joe is cur
rentlythe chairman of this local civic-minded 
organization, a position held by Roger and 
Bob for many years. 

Joe also was greatly influenced by his 
father, Joseph A. Barile, a well-known box
ing enthusiast, and a subject for C&Kbackin 
June of 1978. 

In'this day of volunteering, young Joe, or 
Joey to some, fits the credentials that Presi
dent George Bush was referring to as one of 
the "thousand points oflight." 

For this young man, it's been a long list of 
volunteer work, which began with the Youth 
Commission that he helped found when he 
was in high school. He said: "That's what 
really got me started in civic involvement." 

Addition volunteer work has included 
political and church affairs. 

But first things first. Joe's dad, a retired 
postal worker in Hartford, is still very inter
ested in boxing and was instrumental in 
starting the career of Windsor's "Gentleman 
John Scully." 

Joe's mother, Phyllis Moffatt Barile, like 
the older Joe, is also from Hartford. The 
family has lived in Windsor Locks for many 
years, however. Young Joe is the youngest of 
the couple's four sons, which include Danny, 
Mike and Jimmy. 

Some words on Joe's brothers: Danny is 
employed by. Elfman Carpet Company; 
Jimmy works in the computer world at 
Phoenix Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
while Mike (also a C&K subject in March 
1988) is into local real estate with Manning 
Realty. , 

An interesting note on Mike and his wife 
Lupe, and their 3-year-old son Michael Jo
sephis that according to his proud Uncle Joe, 
"he has learned Spanish and even speaks it." 
Mile and Lupe were recently blessed on Nov. 
13 with a second son, Kevin Gilbert. 

He's A Local Graduate 
Joe is a graduate of the local high school, 

Class of 1980. He was active in school and 
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participated in the Youth Commission, sen
ior yearbook staff, and was one of its staff 
photographers. He was a member of the 
National Honor Society and manager of the 
school's cross country team. 

As a young boy in town, he said: "I went the 
gamut of the little leagues." . 

In high school, and then college, Joe's 
career goals changed considerably-from 
veterinarian" because "1 loved animals"-to 
lawyer and finally settling for a teaching 
position which he calls "very satisfying." 

Atone time, not sure of what he wanted, he 
worked for a local car agency for a year. He 
went on to UConn, graduating in 1984, with 
a degree in foreign languages which include 
Latin, French, Spanish, Italian and Portu
guese. 

His First Teaching Job 
He took his first teachingjob at St. Thomas 

More High School, a boarding school in 
Montville. His versatile knowledge of for
eign languages gave him the opportunity to 
work in other schools: Our Lady of the An· 
gels Academy in Enfield, and currently, at 
South Windsor High School, where he began 
in the fall of 1987. 

During those years at St. Thomas and 
OLA, he secured his teaching certificate and 
eventual master's degree from the Univer· 
sity of Hartford. 
. In discussing a student's desire, if any, for 

taking foreign languages and to become bi· 
lingual, Joe said: "Usually the first two years 
in my classes, I've have 20 interested pupils, 
in French or Spanish, but the last two semes
ters, there may be only five students. Unfor· 
tunately, American students are close
minded when it comes to different languages 
and cultures. But they are not close-minded . 
in general," he said. 

When Joe was getting his start in volun-

sorLocks. 
The other was holding defibrillation 

courses wherein ambulance personnel were 
taught how to use the device which, applied 
to two areas of the chest, will electrically 
shock a patients' heart back to life once the 
patient has stopped breathing. 

"The heart has stopped, the person is dead, 
and the defibrillator can bring that person 
back to life," he said. 

Readers of the Windsor Locks Journal are 
now familiar with Joe's other talent, writing 
on the experiences and latest techniques of 
the ambulance service in his bi-weekly col
umn called "Life Lines." 

Joe remembers well his first day on ambu· 
lance duty. "My first night of work was 
Christmas Eve and also Christmas Day. You 

Joe Barile do tend to recall such beginnings," he said. 
teering, he was also active at St. Mary's Over the past few years, Joe's efforts have 
Church, as a teacher, member of the choir, notgoneunrewarded. He was honored by Ed 
and member of Catholic Young Adults. He is Koprowski, then-president of the Lions Club 
still a member, as advisor, to the Youth for his help. In addition, Joe was chosen 
Commission.Afewyearsago,duringadisas- "Lion of the Year" in 1987-88. 
ter period in town, Joe served as a Red Cross What are some of the requirements for an 
volunteer. ambulance service volunteer? A refresher 

Joined Lions in 1985 course every two years is required, after the 
initial six-month beginner's course. And 

In the spring of1985, Joe joined the Lions probably most important, Joe said, was time 
. Club and at the same time, was on the 
Democratic Town Committee. He admits he and dedication. 

His future plans are to '5usf serve in 
had to drop some of his involvements since . whatever capacity I'm needed in the ambu
becoming chairman of the ambulance serv-ices. lance service," he said. Summing up his own 

Is it all work and no play for Joe? "No," he involvement with the Lions, he said: "I'm 
said. "1 do find some time to read, listen to proud to be the youngest chairman and I 
music, visit friends and play touch football or appreciate all the help from the other volun- , 
baseball. You see, I'm not into spectator teers and just say that I'm an organizer." 
sports," he said. What about his plans in the teaching pro-

Joe usually goes north on vacation, to fession? "Well, maybe a principal someday, 
Montreal, where "they speak my language, but that's a long way off," he said diplomati-
French," he said. During his UConn college cally. -
years, Joe traveled to France, Spain and 
Mexico with other students. 

The Lions Volunteer Ambulance Service 
can rightfully be called Joe Barile's main 
assignment. During the past year, Joe listed 
two advancements. One was securing a sec
ond ambulance to serve the people of Wind-

Epllog 
Joe Barile, what else can one say about this 

young adult who is so dedicated and active in 
his hometown. He's certainly earning those 
famed points that will put him right up there 
with otp..er "thousand points of light.» 
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Why the Laine Family Picked Windsor Locks 
Bill and Janice Laine said they looked at 

more than 50 homes in several towns before 
selecting Windsor Locks to settle down in 
with their two sons. 

This family chronicle came about after our 
interview last month, and their important 
decision, made by this young couple who 
were "high school sweethearts" at the re
gional school (RHAM), with students coming 
from Hebron, Andover and Marlborough. 

Bill, who his wife called "very organized," 
has had a diversified employment career, 
from truck driver to sales to his present 
position as territorial representative for a 
large architectural hardware company. 

William Edward Laine was originally from 
Marlborough, Janice Marques Laine a He
bron native. He is a 1976 graduate while 
Janice received her diploma two years later. 

Bill "loved all sports" in high school, play
ing baseball, tennis, and was a member of 
the wrestling tellIll. He also participated in 
competitive karate outside the school. 

In addition, Bill was on the Student Coun
cil, terming that experience "my first taste of 
politics," a part oflife that he once considered 
a hobby, and hopefully to be in his future 
plans. 

For the record, Janice played soccer and 
participated in gymnastics at RHAM. 

Bill is the son of Roger and Loretta Laine 
of Marlborough. Mr. Laine, an electrical 
engineer, is from Manchester. Bill's mother 
was born in East Hartford. Bill has a brother, The Laine Family 
Robert, and two sisters, Brenda and Bonnie. 1970s due to what he said "was an abun-

On the other side of the family tree, Janice dance of teachers. " So, not one to stay put, he 
has a brother, James, and three sisters, Jane, 
Jeannie and Jennifer. The parents of the joined a different job market, driving a trac-
children with the names of"J" are Roy and tor trailer for P&G Motor Freight in South 

Windsor the next four years. There, he was a 
Sigrid Marques of Hebron. Roy is the North- member of the Teamsters Union, Local 671. 
eastern regional manager of Citgo Oil. 

According to Bill and Janice, the Christ- Bill combined driving for a living, plus 
mas holidays in 10 days will be well cele- attended Hartford State Tech College for 
brated when the large families of Laine and two years, in hopes of gaining a degree in 

architecture. His path changed a few de-
Marques get together. grees, when the freight company went into 

Career Path bankruptcy. ' 
But first, Bill's career path: during his He turned to sales with the General Build-

high school years, Bill had visions of be com- ing Supply in South Windsor. He found a big 
ing a gym teacher. Thatdidnotpanoutinthe--differcnce-in the-sales force,-but it got him 

"inside," he said. He stayed three years, and 
after a few odd jobs, joined his present occu
pation, Yale Security Inc. with headquarters 
in Charlotte, N.C. 

Today, Bill is territorial representative, in 
Connecticut and lower New York State, for 
the architectural hardware company. <We 
noticed, as we drove into their driveway, his 
license plate - BY-YALE - a nice touch). 

The way Janice tells it, "Bill and I met in 
school, June of 1975 and were married in 
June of1979." Janice has hadjobs in a bank, 
learned th~ knack of computers at CPI in 
East Hartford, and workedai; Windsor's Terry 
Steam for two years, until their first son was 
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born. 
The first-born son of Bill and Janice is 

named William Joseph. He's six-and-a-half, 
a first grade student at South Street School, 
a Cub Scout in Troop 261, enjoys reading, is 
into computers like his mother, and is a good 
student, according to his parents. His brother, 
Jeffrey Louis, is five, a kindergarten pupil at 
South, "into all kinds of games, and the 
sportsman in the family." 

Bill said, "My hobby was politics, although 
I'm still interested and follow it, if! can't give 
100 percent in an involvement, I have to give 
in to my priorities, and now my work comes 
first." 

However, when time permits, you may 
find Bill playing tennis or golf at Glastonbury 
Hills Country Club. Janice is also into ten
nis, with Bill saying, "f may win now (when 
they play) but she is getting better." , 

Bill does follow the New York Giants, was/ 
a great fan of Joe Namath, in addition to 
John McEnroe and the late Bruce Lee. Bill 
was never in the service, but is interested in 
movies on that war, and the television show 
"Tour of Duty." 

Since their wedding, the Laine family has 
lived in East Hartford and Cromwell, before 
moving to Windsor Locks in May of 1988. 
They agreed, "Windsor Locks is a great town, 
the school system is wonderful, and we are 
both members of the South Street School 
PTO, where we have met many fine people." 

They did look over many houses in sur
rounding towns, and said, "We had a good 
feeling about Windsor Locks ... we wanted a 
home with woods in the back, and next to a 
park (or near one) for the boys." They now 
have the woods and live next to Juniper 
Park. 

Traditional Christmas 
How do the Laines celebrate Christmas? 

LAINE FAMILY/page 8 
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The Wrinn Family: Active All Year Round 
Jim and Mary Wrinn come from large 

families, and they have four active children 
of their own. Year round activity is a family 
trait, and in a few days, they will all cele
brate Christmas. 

Had the pleasure of meeting and acting 
like an inquiring Santa to Joe, Ab~y, Sandy 
and young Tom Wrinn. They are what makes 
this a special time of the year. Christmas 
should be a religious time, but also a time for 
the kids to think about Santa and the magic 
he brings on Christmas morning. I found the 
Wrinn children anxiously waiting for some
thing special from Santa, and his helpers ... 
their five aunts, five uncles, grandparents 
and of course, their parents. A time, their 
mother called, "a family celebration." 
" Some background on James Edward 

Wrinn, his family, and Mary Messier Wrinn, 
from an equally large clan. Jim grew up in 
Wallingford, Conn., the son of Joseph and 
Patricia Wrinn, who still make their home in 
the town made famous by the International 
Silver Co.~ where retir~d Joe Wrinn worked 
for many years. Jim's -mother is also taking 
life easy, after a career in insurance. Jim has 
two brothers, Michael and Gary, two sisters, 
Trlsh and Andrea:', _ 

Mary lived in Cranston, R.I., until she was 
8, the family then moved" to Manchester, 
Conn. She is the daughter of the late Betty 
Messier, and Will Messier, who now resides 
in his hometown of Manchester. Mary has 
three brothers: Ken, Jim and Tom, and three 
sisters: Sue, Kate and Claudia. 
, Jim and Mary were "college sweethearts," 

.'meeting at the University of Connecticut, 
where he was studying accounting and she 
was in a different field ... physical therapy. 

Jim had attended and graduated from 
-Xavier High School in 1973, ~d two years 
later, Mary received:her diploma from East 
Catholic High School. . 

Jim received his accounting degree from 
the Connecticut school in 1977, however, 
"never made accounting his career," taking 
an internship in nursing home administra
tion at the Masonic Home in Wallingford. 
Jim has made this type of administration his 
career. 

The Wrinn family 
Mary earned a degree in May, 1979, and a 

week later the "sweethearts" were married. 
Mary pursued the career in physical therapy 
with her first position at the Hebrew Home 
in Hartford, followed by employment at the 
McLean Home in Simsbury, Bickford's in 
town (their reason for moving to Windsor 
Locks) and today, the Heritage Hall in Aga
wam. Jim has had his own changes of work 
locations ... after a year at the Masonic 
Home, Jim joined the Colchester Convales
cent Home, then Bickford's, Holly Hall Con
valescent Home and presently at the Salmon 
Brook Convalescent Home in Glastonbury. 

The children ... the children of Jim and 
Mary Wrinn: Joe (with the map ofIreland on 
his face) is 9, attends North Street School, 
fourth grader, favorite subject is geography, 
a.Cub Scout, his favorite TV program is "AIf," 
played Little League baseball, also in bas
ketball and soccer program, an altar boy at 
St. Mary's and what does he want for Christ
mas? He said, "Game-Boy," a Nintendo game. 

Abby, 6, first grader at North, a Bro~e in 
Girl Scouts, enjoys the Cosby show, also Into . 
the start of her brother's three-sport j pro-

gram, loves to read, and if Santa brings her 
a "Hit-Stix," (makes drum sounds) she'll be 
happy on Christmas morning. Sandy, 5, is a 
kindergarten student at North, watches 
"Duck Tales" in the afternoon, member of the 
"Daisy" scout program and wants a Barbie 
doll on that most happy day for the children. 
Little Tom, three years young, he's a fan of 
"Inspector Gadget," attends nursery school 
and all he wants for Christmas is a tree. 

When their children became involved, Jim 
and Mary contributed their time and energy 
to local activities ... Mary as assistant cub 
master (Troop 261) and Brownies (Troop 
564). Jim is a Webelos leader in Cub Scouts, 
has coached Little League, (since he has 
come to town) and currently, secretary of the 
local baseball program. Jim also joined the 
Lions Club a year ago. On a personal physi
cal note, Jim is into racquet ball, as member 
of the New England Health & Racquet Club 
in Erifield. 

When the Wrinns were first married, they 
lived in Colchester, moving to Windsor Locks 
in 1981, setting up house in the Bickford 
home, located in the rear of the convalescent 

cabbages and kings 
I JACK REDMOND 

home (originally the Dexter home) .. 
The Wrinn's favorite vacation spot is Cape 

Cod. They did mention one extelli$ive trip to 
Niagara Falls, Michigan and the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in New York State. Abby add
ing, "Don't forget Delaware." 

Jim and Mary are "die-hard" UConn bas
ketball fans. However'- when it comes to 
baseball, Jim roots for those Yankees, while 
Mary follows the-boys in Boston. When it 
comes to adult television they watch "LA 
Law" and "China Beach." .. 

A traveling note ... Jim traveled exten
sively in Europe, d~g his college days 
with a fellow student from Iran. 

This friendly and agreeable couple feel 
"Windsor Locks is a great town and we like 
the people." That led Jim to elaborate ... "I 
like to help people around me, that's why I 
coached Little League, have been active in 
Scouts and the Lions, I feel you have to give 
something back to people." As for admira
tion, Jim said, "It would be my parents, I
wouldn't be the person I am today, ifit wasn't 
for them, they shaped my life." 

Mary had her own words to say, "This may 
sound corny, but Jim is my best friend. I 
admire what he did for me and other people." 

The Wrinn's Christmas is a "family cele
bration," with visits (switching each year) to 
different grandparents and other relatives. 
Mary said, "The children have their own 
Christmas stockings made (with loving care) 
by my mother,." 

Epilog 
Keeping with the holiday season at the 

home of Jim and Mary Wrinn ... Yes, Joe, 
Abby; Sandy and Tom, there is a Santa 
Claus. In a few days, Santa and his helpers 
will again bring their magic to children, like 
yourselves,. all over the world. The "hopes 
that Santa will soon be there" will surely be 
fulfilled at your home, when he says (as the 
story goes) "A Merry Christmas to All and To 
All a Good Night ... " 
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Bright New Decade: Welcome to the '90s 
"Here's to the bright new decade 
And a fond farewell to the old 
Here's to the things that are yet to come 
And the memories that we hold" 
So old friends in Windsor Locks, let's put 

our minds and hearts together ahd attempt 
to conjure up what a few of the natives may 
want in this new decade, which starts on 
Monday ... Remember, what another author 
said, "There are three things which are real: 
God, human folly and laughter. The first two 
are beyond our comprehension. So we must 
do what we can with the third ... " 
Cliffand~et Randall: Much happi

ness in your retirement from politics, in 
Connecticut and Maine. 

Gary Ruggiero: To keep the Ruggiero 
tradition alive and well at the Fire Depart
ment. 

Raymond Grasso: To keep the open door 
policy at the high school. 

Kay Wezowicz: To continue the enthusi
asm of the Women's Auxiliary of the Fire 
. Department. 

Chuck Bonadies: To continue to make 
good decisions by the Board of Education for 

, the kids in town, our biggest asset. 
Russ Gabrielson: To continue your 

"Country Boy" attitude in this town, where 
you have given so much of your time. 

Norm Messier: The man who epitomizes 
daily, the Lions motto, "We Serve." 

GuyCyr: May your talents come across as 
a member of the Board of Education. 

-Joe Barile: Continue the spirit of the 
Lions Volunteer Ambulance Services, as 
Roger Nelson and Bob Barberi before you. 

Alice Marconi Clack: Must play the role 
of watchdog for the next two years. 

Tom Unnold: The past decades (five) have, 
been an inspiration for all Boy Scouts, young' 
and old. 

Mike Biedrzycki: Will show as much 
enthusiasm as a new constable, as he does in . 
the world of transportation. 

Leo Nadeau: Will probably spoil his 
grandkids, as the typical grandfather, and 
be proud at the same time. • 
~Steve'Wand?:y."1'(Jtm'ty6H ttm't!!t&Jmtce"! ;:0 

cabbages and kings 
JACK REDMOND 

in college, as he did at the local high school 
Jim Muska: To continue to show his trust 

in the molding of our young athletes at the 
high school. 

Ed Ferrari: You have your work cut out 
for you, your success will be ours. 

Bob Carterud: He's not one to worry ... 
just what is my next job for the Lions. 

George Hall: Finally had a good year at 
the bat for the local Democrats. 

Joe LaPierre: Always ready to do his 
duty as our energetic fire chief. 

Mal Hamilton: Do not retire from poli
tics, your wisdom has-always been appreci
ated. 

George Doak: Just continue your dedica
tion to the Fire Department, and your smil-

ingface is worth a trip to the Safety Complex. 
John Lee: The big man with the big heart, 

adds to the Fire Commission a new face. 
John Dowd: From one board to another, 

always ready to serve the town. 
Dave Farr: Where does he find the time 

for sports and politics? 
Sy Prell: Never loses hi~ spark as spokes

man for the Grand Old Party. 
Bob Barberi: When it comes to the Lions 

Ambulance Service, dedication is his middle 
name. 

Mike Jordan: Quiet enthusiasm, be it 
sports, finance or the education of our town's 
children. 

Barry Gray: Another quiet man, with 
. service to the town and fiscal responsibilj.ty 

for the next decade. 
Con O'Leary: Will be called for advise on 

state and local problems. 
Windsor Locks Fire Department: A 

successful! OOth year and many more serv-

ing the public, and for duties called upon. 
Jim McKenna: The job of tire marshal is 

a busy one. the next decade will prove the 
unusual growth of our town. 

Father Robert Grace: Following in the 
uniform of Father Steve Foley as chaplain of 
the Fire Department. 

Johanna van den Berge: Will wait for 
Willard Scott to announce your 100th birth
day, in a few short years. 

Sal Abbate: A full decade of reunions with 
your army buddies. 

Melissa Sargent: To make that Olympic 
swimming team in a few years. 

Shirley Horan: The town's perennial 
volunteer, next year or any year. 

VFW Sports Night: Continued success in 
finding Sportsmen of the Year. 

And a big Happy New Year and decade to 
come to this little toWl} with the big heart, big 
airport and solvable problems. 


